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The family of Vallet des Barres (the old spelling) is a ver-v

ancient one in the county of Montbeliard in the South East of Francc,

not far fron.r the Srviss frontier, the village of H6ricourt having been

probably its place of origin, according to the late Professor Vi6not of
Paris, himself a native of Montb6iiard. This district has had an

interesting history. After belonging to the Franks and Burgundians
it rvas joined to Lorraine in 843. In the llth Century it aga.tl

rcverted to Burgundy and later to the German Empire. In 1397 it
passed to Wiirttenrberg, to n'hich it belonged until 1793, rvhen it was

annexed by France of which it has forrned a part ever since.

Its population became largely Protestant at the time of the Re-

formation and, later, in the da.vs of religious persecution after th,:

revocation of the Edict of Nantes, they endured much suffering ancl

many \yere forced to flee to other countries, especially Srvitzerlanrl,
Holland, Germany and England.

In 1750-53, the British Government, deciding to encourage settle-
ment in Nova Scotia, advertised in Gerrnany for emigrants. Several
hundreds were secured in this manner, partly native Germans, partly
Slviss and expatriated Protestants from the district of X{ontb6liard.
Under guarantee of assistance and protection they tvent to Nova
Scotia, and established a settlement on the South shore at Merligrresch
Bay, which was officially named Lunenburg on IVIay 10th, 1753.

According to Vi6not, while the nanre Des Barres has been fottrrcl

as far back as the 13th century, the first of the fantily o{ rvhotrt a
record exists was Jean Vallet des Barres, a Councillor of the Province
of Montb6liard in 1685. IIe was dismissed frorn this position and
banished to Basel in Srvitzerland, on account of his religious cortvic-
tions; there he died in l7L9 leaving six children. One of these 'n'as

named Joseph L6onard, who married Anne-Catherine Cuvier, o{ the
family of the celebrated Cuvier, who also belonged to Montb6liard.
They had the follorving children:-

1. Joseph-Fr6d6ric Vallet des Barres, the subject of this I\{emoir;
2. Charles Christophe Henri;
3. Catherine Elizabeth.
The mother, Anne-Catherine, died March l?th, 1747. The father's

record has not been found but in 1765 he was alive, being 83 years of
age. ,L-'-
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In nearly all sketcher of Joseph F. W. DesBarres which I have
rcad it is stated that his father Joseph L6onard was a Protestant pastor.
One, however, says that he was a teacher of French and engineering,
first in London and, afterr.r'ards, in Paris. Professor Vi6not has
found a record of several pastors of the narne DesBarres in the Mont-
bi'liard district but Joseph L6onard rvas not one of them. Until the
rr:cords of Su'itzerland are searched this question must remain un-
scttled. In various accounts of Joseph Fr6d6ric the follorving are
rrrcntioned as the place of his birth,-\{ontb6liard, London, paris,
Srvitzerland. As regards the first mentioned Vi6not has made a
tholough search and finds no record of Joseph L6onard,s marriage,
nor of the birth of anv of his children in that district. only the deatli
.[ his *'ife, Anne-Catherine is registered there, in the Parish of St.
x,lartin. I can find no evidence rvhatever for the statement that thc
birth of Joseph-Fr6ci6ric took place either in London or paris. The
evi<lcnce rvhicl.r exists at present points strongly to Sr,vitzerland. His
grarrdfatl.rer, Jean Yallet des Barres fled to that country after the
lcvocation of the Edict oi Nantes in 1685 and there established his
honre, for it is knorvn that he died there in 1719. But the mosr
inrportant information on the subject is Joseph Frederick's (anglicised)
ou'n statement at the beginning of an account of his career sent to
l,ord Svdney in a letter, dated Oct. 15th, 1792, the origi,al of rvhich,
in DesBarres' own handll'riting is in the lvriter,s possession.

It reads as follorvs :-.
"Lieut. Gov. DesBa rres, haz'ittg fnished, the cou,rses of his
stud.ies in h.is natiae country came to Englanct, and having had
the honour of being presented by General N,Iichelson, Ge,erai
Desaguiliers, and Baron Hope, the then Ambassador of the
States of Holland, to the then Duke of Curnberland., resolaetl
to become a British subject, and rvas placed under the patronagc
of His Ro1'al Highness in the Ro.val Academy at Noru,ich".

Norv as it is rvell established that he rvas educated in Baser, ir
rrrrrst be concluded that rvhen he referred to his native country hc
could only have meant Switzerland. The year of his birth is generall_r,
stated as 1722, brt as he rvas at the tinre of his death in 1824 rvithin a
nrorrth of being 103 1'ears of age, his birth must have occurred in 1721.

Two brotliers of the famous Bernoulli family, Jean and Daniel,
who occupied chairs in mathen.ratics and experirnental physics in the
university were among his teachers. Frorn them he derived a thorough
grounding in science u,hich rvas of such, service to him in Iater years.
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. . After arriving in linglancl DesBarres attended the Royal \'Iilitar"
College at \\:oolrvich. On finishing his course he \vas offered a Cortt-

mission in the Artillery or the Royal Engineers. IIe desired intrned-

iate active service and chose to go to America in 1756, being appointerl

a Lieutenant in the Ro1'al American Reginlent then in process of

formation. The origin of this regiment is interesting.

In the year 1755 a splerldid force of British regulars ttnde';

Ceneral Bradclock, u'hile n'rarching to attack Fort DrrQuesne in I)enrt-

s1-lvania, had been anrbushed and badl-v defeated by a combined force

oi Frencl.r ancl Inclians, the forruation and tactics of the British being

entirely unsuitecl to the requirements of bacltrvood fighting.

This unf ortunate experience r.nade a great inrpression on thi'

Rritish Nlilitary authorities ancl it rvas decided to form an Americatt

regiment of four battalions oI 1000 men each, rvl-ro should be tlrainh'

recruited in the Colonies. It rvas establisl-red by an act oi Parlianrelt,

rvhicl-r also enacted that a nunrber oi Cor.rrntissions should be given

to a nnntber of foreign Protestants u'ho had served abroad as offrcers

or engineers. About fift1' oflicers. or rather less than a third of the

rvhole nrrnrber, were of Srviss, Dutcl.r and Gerntatr origin, anroug thet,r

being Henri Bouquet, Frederick Haldipland. James, Augustil and

Jean Nlarc Prevost, and Saptuel Hollald. The neu' reginlent lvas

named the "Ro.val American Reginrent of Foot", or the 62nd, but irl
1756 the nunrber rvas changed to the 60th.

The Earl of Loudoun, Conttlrarrder-in-Chief in Anrerica, \'\'as

appointed Colonel-in-Chief. The regiruent u'as recruited r-nainl1. frorir
settlers of Gernran and Srviss origin in Nlassachusetts, Nerv York,
Pennsl'lvania, Nfar1'land and North Carolina; to them were added vol-

unteers from various British regintents and others from Europe.

When DesBarres reached Anrerica, the regiment, was not at full
strength, and he rvas assigned the duty of raising recruits in Pennsyl-
vania and N'Iaryland. After collecting over 300, he was ordered to
forrn thenr into a corps of fielcl artillerv, rvhich he commanded until thc

arrival of a battalion of Royal Artillery frorn England'

Under the genius oi Lieut-Col. Bouquet, commanding the Ist
I3attalion, the regiment reached a high state of efficiency, adopting
Colonial n.rethods of equipment, simplified drill, open formations and

native n'retl.rods of {orest warfare, acquiring, in the rvords of Huttorr,
"those attributes o{ individual action, srvift initiative, and o{ elastic

thought, firm discipline, characteristics u'hich fitted the regment tt-r

play a most inrportant and distinguished role in the struggle betrveert
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Francc and England in America. A brilliant youth like DesBarres
could uot have foun<l a better training ground for the development of
his nrin<l and character, nor an abler lot of associates, in all the
arrrrics of Europe.

In 1757, as the resrllt of Indian raids in the region of Schenectady,
hc rvas sent against the savages u'honr he defeated and dispersed, captur-
irrg tlicir leading chiefs. During the remainder of the year he served
unclcr 1-ord I{orve against the Frencl.r on Lal<e George, and in th,:
autunrrl reconnoitred and n.rade a report of the enemy's {ortified positioir
at 'I'iconderoga. In 1858 he lvent rvitli the Znd and 3rd battalions r,{
his rcgirnent to serve under General Anrherst at the siege of Louis-
botrrg. At Gabarus Bay he was one of the first to land and captrlre a

l,'rcuch intrenchrnent. During the siege he rvas emploved in develop-
ing the approaches and gained the approval of General \Volfe, u,h.t
praisi'rl hint so highly, that, in the follou'ing year, he rvas chosen to
accorlrpany thc General as an engineer in tl.re Ouebec campaign.

AIter the fall of Louisbourg, DesBarres obtained from Frencir
cr{liccrs clocunrents and plans relating to the Gulf and River St. Lalr'-
rcncc,;rncl during the follou,ing rvinter in Halifax, he prepared a larqe
scale chart of the river, u.hich u'as of great service to the fleet in the
cxpcrlition to Quebec. He states that this u,ork gained hinr the
gt:rrcral approbation, and particular friendsl-rip in many instances, oI
tlrt: n:rval commanders. James Cook, master in H.N,I.S. Penrbrol<e,
also rvintered in FIalifax and took lessons in mathematics, astronor.ny
:rnrl srrrveying frorn DesBarres. He ntust have been aware of the
rvor.l< rvhich the latter u'as carrying on and may have assisted him irr ii.
Celtlinly the experience must have greatl-v helped him in preparing
lris orvn large scale chart of the St. Lau,rence in 1759.

'I'he 2nd and 3rd battalions fought at Quebec, and DesBarres was
rvith tlieni. Their brilliant service led \\'olfe to give theln the designa-
tion of "Ccler et Auda-r" a motto borne ever since by the reginrent
(now' the King's Royal Rifle Corps). Their grenadier Companies
fornrcd part of the corps termed "Louisbourg Grenadiers" and werc
in tl'rc centre of the line. Wolfe was near tl.renr when he fell ancl
assistance rvas rendered by Lieut. Brorvne o{ the Royal Arnericans.
IlcslJarres states that he rvas nraking a report to the general regarding
orders r.vhich he had executed, rvhen tl.re latter rvas fatally wounded.
l'here is no authority for the staternent in various accounts that Des-
Barres was Wolfe's official Aide-de-camp, though he was undoubtedly
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in the general's favour as an Engineer and was much enlployed by hinr:

in this capacity.

After the fall of Quebec, he rvas employed on surveys in the torvn

and environs; he r-nade i plan of the battle of the Plains of Abraham arid

took soundings of the harbour and basin. [Iis $'ork rvas incorporated

in a large piar, aft.rruards published in the Atlantic Neptune' He

rerr-,ai.,eJ in Quebec during the ensuing rvittter and rvas sent in tht:'

spring rvitn 500 t"tlen to establish a post at Cap Rouge' nine rniles'u1:

th. ,iu.r. Before the u'ork was conipleted the approacl-r of the

French arr.ny uncler De Levis led to the abandonnlent of the positiorl,

ancl the troops retired to Quebec' In the battle of St' Foy rvhich fol-

lorved soon afterrvarcls, NIajor Mackellar', Chief Engineer' \Yas severelY

rvounded and DesBarres was called upon for extra rvork in preparing-

the clefences of the torvn, thongh Salntlel Holland of the Ror-al

Anrericans rvas appointed in N{ackellar's place' After the relief of'

Quebec and the retirentent o{ the French to Nlor]treal, DesBarres lvas

sent u.ith a force to reduce Fort Jacclues cartier and other posts higher

up the St. Larvrence' After the fall of N{ontreal he rvas Sent to Nol,ir

Scotia rvith col. Bastide to ntake surveys and to plan and'nlalie

estilrates for the fortifications and dockyarcl of Halifax' In 176:2

l-re served as Engineer and Quarter Master General in the expedition

sent under col. \\'nr. Arnherst to recaptttre St. John's, Nervfoundland,

fron.r the Frencl.r. Ile surveye<l several clf the principal harbours oI

the island and made plans for their defcnce, rvhich were sent to tht:'

Comnrander-in-chief in Nerv York. He then returned to Ifalifax on

duty as an Engineer, having been officiall,v thanked {or his services in

Neu'Ioundland'

In 1763, General Anrherst, Cotrltrrancler-in-chief, recalled him to

Ne$, Yorl<, intencling to entploy hinr in niaking militarv re1>orts in,

different parts of the colonies, but as Anrherst returned to England,

(being strcceeclecl by General Gage), this duty rvas not required' About'

thi, ti,-,.,. Rear Admiral Spry, in comnrand of the fleet in America'i

represented to the Adrniralty that the coast of Nova Scotia and tlre

Arnerican colonies were very irnperfectly charted, and he propose<!,

that accnrate srlrveys should be rnade. Severai senior officers having'

declined to undertake the work he reconrtrlended DesBarres to the,

Adnriralty as being rvell qualified {or the task' Spry rvas succeeded'

by Lord Colvill, who rvas instructed by the Admiralty to employ De9:

Barres in the survey, and obtained General Gage's permission for thc

necessary leave of absence fronl his nrilitary duties' I{e rvas sent to
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Halifax to make preparations, with the assurance that he would Lc
lvell rervardcd if the rvork were successfully accomplished and th:rt
promotion in rank rrould follolv. His salary r,,'as fixed by the Admir-
alty at 20 slrillings a da7', rvith allorvances for cquipnrent, contingencies,
etc. Dcsljarrcs rhrer' hirnself energeticalll. into the *-ork of iur"er.-
ing and charting the coasts, ancl ,raking ,ra,y sketches and dralvings
for a periorl of ten 1'ears. He states that his efforts gaineci the praise
of Lord coll'ill and succeeding Cor.urnandcrs on the North Arrrerican
station, Lo.J Hood, Adrnirals Garnbier, N{ontagne and Earl Egmo,t
oI the Adr,iralt-1', his services being described as of national impo.t-
ance. rn 1774 he *'ent to Engla,d and receivecl the conrmendation of
tlre l(irrg on the ad'ice of Earl Horrc, rvho represented the irnport-
ance oI the survcys to I{is xlajesty's ships serving in American u,ater.i,
as well as to merchart r.essels, the I{ing ordered their publicatiou.
DesBarrcs u'as then instructed to undertake this *,ork tinder Lorcl
North, Iiirst I-ord of thc Treasurr', and the Board of rrade anci
Plantations. It *'as an arduous and responsible tasl< involving great
attention to clctails, selccting, correcting and adopting not onlv thc
srirveys n-hich had been nrade by himself in Anierica, bnt those ,w.l.riclr

$'ere sc,t to Londo, by other rvorliers; and in addition he hacl to
srpervisc the engravir.rg, printing a,d publishing of the sheets. FIe
r'as engagcd irr this enterprise for te'1.cars, having in t7z6-1779 a
staff of 20 to 23 assistants, rvhile in other 1.ears they never nu,rber.eri
more tlrarr 7.

The pri,ting of ihe ergra'etr plates began in r774 the earliest yct
found by Mr. Herlrl Stevens being that of Whitehaven in Nova
Scotia, datcd March 20th. Eclitiors \\.ere issued in 1777,17g0, 17g1, and
1784, sorrrc being in folio, the full size of the plates, others in narrorv
folios, the plates being folded verticalll,. To these the narre oi
Atlantic Neptune rvas given. Mr. I. N. phelps Stokes i, l-ris .[coro-
graphy of Manhattan Island states that the edition of 17g4 represents
DesBarres' special selection of the nrost interesting and attractive
charts and vie*'s, a nu.rber being suppressecl rvhich had been incrrrrled
in earlier editio,s. He arso poi'ts out that special copies of the -t\tlan-
tic Neptrr.e rvere issucd fronr ti,re to tirne ,rade up of selections fro,r
tlie conrplcte set of charts and vie'r.s. These *,ere inteuded for the
use of Masters of vessels, who required otrly the sheets rerati,g to the
coasts rvhich they- inte,ded to visit. DesBarres publisherr a paftial
catalogue. of his ll[81 e<lition, of rvhich lfar'ard college Library has acop.v. 'I'he title is as follows :-
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j ' Surveys of North America,:' ' entitled ATLANTIC NEPTUNE;
published by Con'rmand of Governtttent,

for the use of the
Royal Navy of Great Britain.

'The publisher was \\'. Babbs, Bookseller and Stationer, No.31
Oxford Street. It consists of l5 pages and contains the title anrl p1i..t
oI the plates, a feu'being added in l'riting.

On trvo pages is printed the follorving notice:' "For the conveniencv of Navigators, and the public, any
Chart or Vieu' conrprehended in this 'rvorli tnav be had sitrgll'

' of \\r. Babbs, Bool<seller (No. 31) Oxford Street."
An interesting descriptior.r of the final (178'l) edition is found in

L'Esfrit des Iounnu.r, Paris, i784. III;459-74. It has been translated

b1- NIr. Stokes as {ollou's :-
There has recentll-been placed on sale at The Hague by P. F. Gosse, court

book-seller and printer, a superb Atlas, rvhich u'e take this 6rst opportunity
t<.r describe in detail. This work, ivhich is indispensable {or the navy, is the
result of nineteen years'labour and has cost the English governnrent more thatr
f100,000 sterling, in addition to the considerable expenses rvhich the author
himself has discharged for its execution. The rvork is of the highest degree
of beauty and superior to everything of the kind that has heretofore been
published.

It is entitled:-
Plans of the coast and harbours of North America, entitled : the Atlantic

Neptune, executed, engraved and published by the order of the government
for the use of the Royal Navy of Great Britain, by Joseph F. \\r. Desbarres,
L,sq., under the directioir of the very honorable Lords Cornmissioners of the
Admiralty'.

Sunt ingeniorilrn rnorntrileilta, quc sncttlis probantttr.
This rvork, of the highest possible utility for navigation and commerce, is

offered to the public at a price considerably belolv its va.lue, and the enormous
expenses of its executiorr, in acknowledgment of the lrrotection and assistance
which the author has received from parliament. The first part contains the
original plans by the author, of the coast ar-rd the harbours of Nova Scotia
rvith soundings, maritime remarks, etc., on LXXXIV leaves of royal paper.
The second part consists of charts composed of different plans, observations
and remarks of officers of the navy and army ernployed by the government as
follows:-
. The coast and the harbours of the gulf and river St. Larvrence and of the

islands of Cape Breton,,St. John, etc., or1 XXXVI leaves of royai paper.

The charts of the harbours and the coast between New York and the
entrance of the l{ississippi river on XXVI leaves of royal paper.

The price of this Atlas borrnd in one volume iu calf is 160f., and as the
rvork is sold for the account of the author it will be delivered only on receipt
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of cash. Address Pierre-Fr6d6ric Gosse, Court book-seller and printer to S.A.S.
who alone is authorized by the author to dispose of this work in foreign parts.

Thc same Atlas (impression sup6rieure) Large size on imperial pa.per with
the addition of several pictures s,uperbly printed in colours representing vicws
of the coasts, the river banks and interior portions of the country, views of
towns, remarkable places, etc., the whole accompanied by numerous interesting
pla,rs and views of military "o.i;,,r.J; ffi,lT:,1 

during the war in America.

The price of this work complete in CCLVIII sheets on imperial paper is
2SZf ., money of Hotland, payable in cash.

Frorr'r such a {ull description, it may readily be admitted that
tlrc errcorrriunr of Rich, in his Ilibliothcca Ancricono Nora,I249, d::
tlrat the Atlantic Neptune is the "nrost splendid collection of charts,
plans and viervs ever published", is not exaggerated.

It is interesting norv to enquire as to the actual number of the
origiual surveys rvhich \vere made by DesBarres and of those
rlrade by others. Those who have only a casual or superficial acquain-
tance t'ith the Atlantic Neptune regard DesBarres as responsible for
tlri: cntire qork, and this vietv has of ten been stated in books.
Nothing could be farther frorn the truth. DesBarres was engaged ilt
srrr\,c)'s only during the years 1763-t774. During the next ten years
hc u'as in London, revising his cl.rarts and drarvings, as lvell as those
scut in by other officers militarv and naval, rvho carried on rvork ou
thc East coast of Arnerica ; he also supervised the engraving of the
platcs and the printing of the letter press which accompanied them.

f)rc-eminent among these tvorkers was Samuel Holland (ot
Ilollandt), whose career must be briefly noted. He was born iu
Ilolland in 1728, being descended {rom a refugee linglish farniiy rvht>

u'cnt there in 1660. As a yor.rth he had a thorough mathematical ancl
scientiFrc training and entered the Dutch army lvhen his country u'as
invadcd by the French. In 1754 he rvent to England and, through
inllrrence, r,vas made a lieutenant in the Royal American Regiment, lil<c
Des Barrcs, being entered as an engineer. Ife u'as a good draughts-
man, rvith rnatl.renratical ability, trained in military engineering, maste;
of several languages, and with several years' active service to his
crcclit. He had a pleasant manner and possessed nruch tact, finding
nrnch favour at the hands of Lord Loudoun, Commander-in-Chief.
In 1757 he was made a Captain-Lieutenant and lvas emplol,ed in
n.ral<ing plans of the province of Nerv York; he also reconnoitred and
n.rade drawings of the French lvorks at Ticonderoga (I have alreadv
stated that DesBarres \1'as also emplol,ed in the latter task). Holland
acconrpanied the Royal Americans to I-ouisbourg in 1758, serving as
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an engineer, making surveys, preParing plans and taking soundillgs'

He stood high in Wolfe's favour (DesBarres also claimed this distinc-

tion) and took an important part under wolie in the final attack on

the Iortifications. After the capitulation he mude a survey of the

fortifications, the torvn and environs, which is of the greatest value trr

ttie historian for it gives in detail the position of the British encarnp-

ments, batteries an<l trenches as well as the French {ortifications a1d

defences. James cook helped Holland in this survcy and captairr

Simcoe of. H.M.S. Pentbroke becante so interested in the work that hc

engaged Holland and Cook to make a chart of the Grrlf and River St.

L"r"ien.", in preparation for the expedition against Quebec rvhich he

knen, must soon be rlndertaken. Simcoe and \volfe favoured an

immeciiate advancc but they \\'ere overruied'

Later in the year Holland was on duty in Halifax and when the

Pentbroke was in the harbour he spent his spare hours lvorking o1

board rvith Captain Simcoe and Cook. In a letter rvritten by llolland

to Lieut.-Gov. Simcoe in 1792, ref erring to this period he says :-
,,under capt. Simcoe's eye, \{r. Cook and myself compiled materials for a

chart of the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, rvhich plan at his decease was dedicat-

ed to Sir charles Saunclers; rvith no othcr alterations than rvhat NIr. Cook and

I made coming up the River. Another chart of the River, including chaleur

and Gasp6 Bays, mostly taken from plans in Admiral Durell's possession' were

compiled and drawn under your father's (i.e. capt. Simcoe's) inspection and sent

by him for immediate publication to I,Ir. Thos. Jeffrey. These charts were of

much use, as some copies came out prior to our sailing from Halilax for

Quebec in 1759. By drawing of these plans under so able an instructor, I!fr.

cook could not fail to improve, and thoroughly brought in his hand as well in

drarving as protracting, etc., and by your father's finding the latitudes and

longitudes along the coast of America, principally Newfoundland and Gulf of

St. Lawrence, so erroneotlsly heretofore laid dorvn, he was convinced of the

propriety of making accurate surveys of these parts. In consequence, he told

Capt. Cook that, as he had mentioned to several of his friends in power, the

necessity of having surveys of these parts and astronomical observations made

as soon as peace was restored, he woulcl recommend him to make himself com-

petent to the business by learning Spherical Trigonometry, with the practical

part of Astronomy, at the same time giving him Leadbitter's works' a great

authority on astroromy, etc., of which Mr. Cook, assisted by his explanations

of difficult passages, made infinite use, and ful6lled thc expectations enter-

tained of him by your father, in his survey of Newfoundland'"

It is thus evident that Qook's education \vas nlaiIIly due to Holland

and capt. Simcoe, yet, as has been stated, DesBarres has been credited

with having been his chief instructor during the months following the

capture of Louisbourg. Probably this relationship developed during

the winter of. lTlg,lvhen Holland was absent fronl Halifax for some

i
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nronths, cngaged in restoring the fort at the mouth of the St. John
riv e r.

It is interesting also to note that Flolland, like DesBarres, claims
Inuch crcclit for the charts t'hich tvere used by Adniiral Saunders' fleet
irr thc passage up the St. I-arvrence in the spring ol 1759. After IIol-
land's scrvice in the siege and capture of Quebec he rvas employed as
an linginccr, (as rvas DesBarres) in strengthening the defences. In
l7(;0 aft'::' Nlackellar, Chief Engineer, was l'ouncled at St. F,ry,
lloll;trrcl u'as appointed Acting Chief, and DesBarres nrust have served
ttrrrlcr his orders at this tirne. In 176l Gen. Ilurray ernplol.ed Holland
irr nraliins surve)'s in Quebec Province. In 1762 he tvas sent to
Irrrglarrrl rvith his plans rvhere he remained until 1764, having the rank
o I Captain. In ]Iarch of this vear he u.as appointed Survel'or-
( icncral of the Province of Quebec rvith a salar1., and Survel'or-
( it'ncral rrf the Northern District, rvithout additional salary, and he
lt'portcrl for dutv in Qucbcc in August. The Northern District,
:rsrsi{rrt:tl to hirn, conrprised all that part of the continent north of the
I)otorrritc river as far \\rest as l{is N ajestr"s domirrions extended.
Urrrlcr thc instructions of the Lords Commissioners of Trade and
I'l:LntlLtiorrs, I're then preparecl for a survev of Isle St. Jean (Princc
l.rlir;rrrl), the N{agdalenes and Cape Breton, orving to their importance
as lishirrg areas. In his commission by order of the I(ing "All
(,ovcrrrrols, Lieutenant-Governors, Commanders-in-Chief and other
olficcrs arrtl ministers, rvhatsoever, lr,ithin our Dominions, are to tal<e
noticc thcrcof, and to be aiding and assisting, etc., unto the said
S;rlrnrt'l Jlolland, his Deputy or Deputies, in the due execution of the
sai<l survey in ali things as becometh".

Ilolland began his rvork in Isle St. Jean in October. Very earl.y
Ite carrre irrto conflict rvith the Roval Nav1,, for applvir-rg to Lieutenant
NIorvatt, u,ho com*anded tlie vessel rvhicl.r had conveyed hinr to the
Island, for boats .',ith seamen to assist l-rim in taking sorrndings and
surveying, he rvas rnet with a refusal, the Lieutenant stating that his
ship *'ould conve-y Holland rvherever he desired to go, but that the
Ad,riralty had ordered him to make observations and surveys himself,
and that he could furnish neither men nor boats. This situation in-
dicatcs that there was sorne conflict bet*,een the Admiralty and the
Board of 'lrade and Plantations, the former evidently resenting the
invasion of their prerogatives. This must be remembered in consider-
ing the relations of Holland and DesBarres, for the former workeil
under one authority and the latter under. the other. Holland overcame.

i
{
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his difficulties and by October 1765had made such progress that he was

able to send to London the surveys both of Isle St. Jean and the

Magdalenes. He next surveyed Cape Breton and sent his plans to
London in Jdy 7767. During the following years he u'as engaged on

the River St. Larvrence and the l,vest coast of the Gulf. On July 6th,
1770, he rvas ordered to go to the easterly parts of Nerv England to
cotrtirt,ue the surt,ey cotnmeuced by DesBarres; this included Nlaine and

Nen' Hanrpshire. His 'lvork continued dorvn the coast and in 177t1

his survel's extended around Cape Cod to Nelv London. He was also
enrplol.ed in correcting the boundary betrveen Nerv York and Nelv

Jersey. In 1775, lvl-rile running the line betrveen Nerv York and
Nlassachusetts, his rvork ceased ou'ing to the outbreak of u.ar.

It is thus very evident that a large proportion of original survevs
which appeared irr the Atlantic Neptr.ure rvere made by Holland. His
rarnge of operations u'as probably sonrervhat as f ollorvs :-on the Main-
land, fronr the tou'n of Quebec, dorvn tl.re river St. Lan,rence, and
along the \\'est sl'rore of the Gulf to the Strait of Canso; also the
islands of St. Jean, Cape I3retorl and the N'Iagdalenes.

DesBarres surveyed Sable Island, and the Coast of Nova Scotia
fr.onr the Strait o{ Canso around the Bay o{ Fundy as far as thc
Saint John river on the south coast of Nerv Brunsrvick.

Frorn the Saint John river to Passanraquoddy Bay the survel,
rvzrs condncted by \\rright and Hurd, acting under lJolland. (I'Iurd, iu
lzr.ter years bccame Capt. Thornas IL-rrd, Il.N., appointed Hydrographer
to the Admiralty in 1808).

The rest of the coast, at least as far as Ner,v York, lvas snrveyed
by Holland.

' DesBarres published in 1778 an account of his rvork in Nova
Scotia under the follorving title:-

"Nautical remarks zrnd observations on the coasts and harbours
of Nova Scotia, surveyed prtrsuant to orders from the I-ortls
Comniissioners of ttre Admiralty for the use of the lloyal
Navy."

This accompanied his charts and drarvings in the Atlantic
Neptune.
: An interesting feature of Desllarres' work on the coasts of Nova

Scotia is his nomenclature. He discarded local and native names to a
very large extent and substituted others which comnremorated well-
knorvn English families or persons prominent in public life. Most of
the latter nalnes were not adopted and were discarded in later srtrveys.



THE ROYAL SOCIET}'OF CANADA

' Thc charts of the coast betu'een New York and the Mississippi
were nradc by various Survevors, Engineers and Naval Officers, and
in DesBarrcs' own lvords, \\'ere composed and published, under the
orders o[ Government by himself (Babbs).

In Dcccnrber 1775 Flolland arrived in England rvith his notes and
plans and lvas in.rrnediatell' enrployed b1' l-ord George Germain in rnali-
irrg rnaps. We knorv nothing of his relations to I)esBarres, who had
jnst startccl his rvorl< in London, after having cornpleted his surve.vs in
Nova Scotra. The probability is that there u,as no collaboration bc-
tu'ccn thcnr, Holland returning to America on rr-rilitary duty early in
1776. At the outbreal< of the Revolutionar)' \\,ar, the Ro1'al Navy lvas
rr.t provirled u'itl.r exact charts of the Aurerican Coast, and tl.rere rvas
an rlrgcnt dernand from Lord Flon.e anci otl'rer naval officers for thc
inrnrcdiate publication of the surveys rvhich had been sent to London.
It was this neccssitl.which cansed the plans of Holland and others,
rrr;rrlc undt:r thc supcrvision of tire Boarrl of 'frade and Plantations, to
bc turncd over to DesBarres, rvho rvas rvorking under the Admiralty.
In considcring his u.orl< oI arranging, correcting and supervising the
prcParatiou of the plans rvhich afterivard appeared in the Atlantic
Neptunc the cluestion arises as to rvhether DesBarres lvas scrupulousl_v
ciLrcful to givc due credit to Holland and the other officers who hatl
carried out such a laborious enterprise as nraking surve).s oI the
grcater part of the East coast of North Anrerica. Certainly, he ltas
rcfcrred tr:r their services in a general rvay in his catalogues of the
platcs ar<l has rnentioned Holland and a ferv others by nanre, but
nlall)' naulcs are ontittcd. N,Ioreover, there are nranv plates and charts
on which irnprints appear as f ollorvs:-"Publislicd acording to Act of
I)arliaruent" or "Published as the Act directs b,v J. F. \\r. DesBarres,,,
n'hich could not possibly have been originalll, made by DesBarres.
Yct, tlie entire credit is generally given to hirn for these piates an<l
chirrts by those rvho are ignorant as to their procluctiorr. The originals,
oI course, were the property of the governlrent and could be disposed
of according to their rvishes. But if DesBarres tool< the drawings
o[ othcrs a,d l'orked thern up for the engraver, he is surely not
cntitlcd to all the credit {or thenr. Yet the Adnriralty seenrs to have
bcen satisfied to allolv his na,re only to appear on a large number of
l)latcs, ornitting all reference on them even to themselves. In this
conncction reference may again be made to the 1784 edition sold in
Arnsterdarn to foreigners. while the title states that the Atlantic
Neptune was execLlted by DesBarres, under the direction of the Act-
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miralty and rvhile the prospectus ntentions the cost as being over

f100,000, it distinctly states that the rvork is sold for the accouut ot
the author. This seems a curiotts arrangentent for a government to
make, yet as rvill be shorvn later, this privilege vras allorved DesBarre,s

rvhen the lvork u'as undertaken, though no nrcntion o{ his receipts was

ever made in the nrany statenients rvhich he presented to the govern-
ment.

DesBarres' salar1' hacl been fixed at ll a day, and tl.ris 'rvas paid by
the Board of Trade and Plantations, through t'hom estimatcs for the
expense of production rvere presented to Parliaurent each year. But,
r';hen this Board \\:as suppressed in 1780, DesBarres received no
ftrrther salary and the Admiralty refused to pay him, though he kept
up his u,ork until 178.1. Then, finding himself in financial difficulties
he determined to appeal to the governnrent. After nranl' represent-
ations he laid a l{emorial before His X,Iajesty. In it he referred to
the sums due him for contingent outlays in his survel's from 1763-
1774, to the failure to continue his 1'early salary for his rvork in
London, and to other exper.rses. He further referred to the reductir-,n
of his resources through ravaging of his proirerty in N{inudie, Nova
Scotia, by American raiders. He included other grievances relating
tc his rnilitarl, status, instancing the failure of the Government to
grant hirn pron.rotion in rank, several junior officers in his regintent
(Royal American) liaving been raised above him, and one, rvho had
served belorv him in the same battalion having been raised to a Lieut.-
Colonelcy. (DesBarres .!vas given the rank of r.najor only on N{arch
19th,1783.)

The King referred the statenrcnt to ;r committee of the Priv-r'
Council, ar.rd the-r' having consultecl the Adrniralty, advised that th:
strnr of 13915.17.8 be paid to him for contingencies incurred on thc
surve,v oi coasts and liarbours, carried on under their orvn direction,
but lvith respect to the subsequent expense incurred in the corlrse of
adopting the Nautical use of the surveys of others, as the same had
been undertalien in pursuance of His IVlajesty's Royal Order to the
Treasury, their Lordships rvere of opinion that the consideration there-
of did not belong to their Departnrent.

"Thereupon, the Lords of the Comrnittee, in their report to IIis
I\[ajesty after stating the sum proposed by the said Lord Commissioners
to be allou.ecl, were pleased to express themselves in the follolving
rvords, Tris 1-

"It only remains for this Committee to state to your Majesty and hurnbly
submit to your Majesty's gracious consideration the recommendation in

B-3
ll
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favour of the Memorialist contained in the Report of the Lords Commissione:-s

of the Adnriralty upon that part of the Memorialist's case, which relates to
compensation for his losses and relvard for his services, uiz: with respect to
the losscs, wich the Memorialist may have sustained in rank and emolunrent
ir-l his profession of a soldier, and in his private fortune by devoting so marly
years of his life to the execution of an ardous and difficult work, rvhich must
be productive of great benefit and utility not only to your trIajesty's service, but
to the public in general. We are not competent to forrn a judgment of tlre
rrature of thcse losses sufficient for us to estimate the amount thereof, or to
prol)ose an equivatent compensation; but we are nevertheless of opinion, that
thc ltlcrnorialist may be deservir.rg of some mark of your Majesty's favour
as a furthcr reward for the zeal, actil.ity and ability, in prosecuting and com-
pletrng the above mentioned useful u'ork; if what is stated by the l{emorialist
is well founded, uiz: thal, for w'orks of a similar nature rvhich, he humbly
presumes, do not exceed those carried on under his directions, either in hazard,
difiiculty, time or expense, s,ums of money have been allorved to the surveyors
far beyond ar.rl' claim made to the Board of Admiralty by the l'Iemorialist".

DesBarres pointed otlt that the comparative condition of their
Lordships' reconrruenclation rvas eminer.rtly in his favour and he drew
ul) a conrl)arative statelltent shorving horv rnuch more {avourabll Sanruel
I-Iollan<l an(l his associate Debrahm had been treated in connection u,ith
their survel's in America. IVloreover, in order to strengthen his case

he disparaged their lvorli as being mucl.r less arduous than his olvn.
IIis rvords arc:-

"In their case, they and their assistants had their choice, in stations and
weather, rvithout interruption or risk to their persons or apparatus, whereas, in
exploring among rocks and shoals, the channels and safe pilotage into the
numerous cxcellent harbours, discovered by DesBarres, as well as in ascertairr-
ing thc sounclings and navigation of the coast until then unexplored, he had to
anticipate and provide for many eventual exigencies under a constant variety
of circunrstances-the greater the rlanger, the greater was the necessity of
ascertaining it with accuracy and precision. He has frequently been wrecked
rvith the loss of his necessaries and instruments, and has suffered great personal
hardships: and, his task being far more complicated and extensive, he necessarily
employed all along and supported, a greater number of Assistants".

This conrparison seems exaggerated and some'"vhat unfair. The
conditions tu.rder rvhich Holland \vorked in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
at any ratc, could not have been very different from those with which
DesBarres contended, though the dangers of Sable Island lvhich the
Iatter surve)'cd were probably greater than elselvhere. It was al:o
pointed out that when Holland and Debrahm returned to England to
prepare their surveys for publication adequate sums were, as before,
granted by Parliament. Hon'ever, the plan to publish their work was
not carried out by them with the exception of their land surveys. Those
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relating to nautical Llse were turned over to DesBarres, who prepared

them for the Atlantic Neptune.

DesBarres was given t3915.77.8, recontltlended by the Admiralty
on Nov. 28th, 1783, but this did not satisfy him, for, as he states, "its
slender amotlnt did not even defray the mere interest acrued on the ad-

vances lvhich he had absolutely incrrrred for enabling himself to carry
on the Services committed to him u'ith due efficacy."

I{e continued to ir-nportune the governulent who apparently felt
driven to do something for hirn. In 1784, aiter it had been decided

tc. establish a separate governntent in Cape Breton, he n'as offered

and accepted the Lieutenant Governorship on June 24t1t.

The follou,ing is DesBarres' fina1 claim for financial reiluburse-

ment (ivithout interest charges) u'hicl'r he presented lvhen he made

his last effort to obtain payment, in 1795:-
For contingencies incurred, lrom 7763 lo 1773, in carrying or1 surveys

of the coast and Llarbours in America, For Implements, Surveying
and Astronomical Instruments, maitttenauce of Assistants, Pilots
and Guides; Observatory Drarving Ofiices and Fuel ; repairs of
cralt and replacing Ship-stores and Provisions lost by Wrecks and

Boats oversetting in Operations of the Surveys and Soundings; I s d

etc.

For Ditto, from 1774 to 1783, in Preparation for, and Publication of
the Atlantic Neptune, tit: for Implements, Assistants and Draughts-
men; House Rent ancl Fttel, etc. .......... 5475 0 0

For Expense, to engrave 257 Plates of Charts and Viervs, (contained

in the Atlantic Neptune) at 35 Guineas, according to the allorvance
made by the Government

For Ditto to prepare Impressiot.ts for the Public Service .................... l77l 0

121072 t8 2

Re c eiued-
By grants of Parliament in part of Expense incurred
. for engraving the above Plates, zi.::-In 1775........13409 3 2

1777........ t47i rt 6

1778........ 1227 9 0

1779........ 1022 5 0

1780........ 1056 10 0

By His trIajesty's Royal Order in Privy Council, dated
28th Nov. 1783, aiz: f3915-17-8, besides {166-5-6
previously received ...40823212271 110

Balance (exclusive of loss sustained in the advance
of the foregoing snms of money, also Arrears of
Salary up to the 24th J'one 1784, the period of
appointment to the Government of Cape Breton) ...... 18801 16 4

Details of his claims lor yearly expenditures were given as follows :-

.......................... 4382 3 2

9444 t5 0

0
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1763

1764

1765

1766
1767

1768

1769

1770

1771

1772

177 3
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I
his actual suroey t,ork_

Disbursed for
Began Surveys
Continued ditto

Implements, instruments
of coasts and Harbours

etc. .......,.,.....,..,,,....,.. 132 l0 0
33r 12 6
423 t3 z
410 50
642 92
384 g0
447 48
431 t6 5
398 10 4
i643I

Ten years surve).s of coasts and Harbours

II
preparing attd publishi,tg the Atlantic Nepturte_ -

{4382 3 2

For
177 4

L/,/5
lt /b

1777

1778

t779
1780

1781

1782
1783

458

483

960

853

779

666

343

313

308

310

100
56
00
00
46
00
50
50
I00
00Ten years preparing and publishing the Atlantic Nerptune ................15475 0 0These totais are included in the a.bove reimbursement claimDesBarres never recovered the balance of lgg0l.l6.4 which hecla imed the British Government owed himIn 1801 the

hich was undertaken

Governnrent ordered another i
by Mr T. Steele. A brief

nvestigation of Des-Barres' clairns, lv
rdsunr6 of his report to the Duke of Portland is as foilorvs :-He found that DesBa rres in 1769 presented a bill for {623, whicttthe Admiralty reduced to tl32 lor purchase of instrunrents, his yearlyallou-ance for instrunrents and stationery being fixed at ten gulneas.In 7770 he asked for a la rger ailowance but was refused. In I 779,five years a fter his retrlrn to England, he presented a bill for una uthor-ized contingent expenses which was rejected. In lTgl he memoralizedthe King asking for t4214, and the Admiralty recommended paymentof only

t300.
t1200. In 1782, a nerv Boa rd paid all DesBarres, claim except
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When DesBarres undertook the publication of the Atlantic Nep-
tune in 1774,the Admiralty agreed that it should be at his own expense

and profit, but, later they agreed to allou'hirn 35 guineas for each plate.
In all he was paid lor 247 plates. His allowance of 20 shillings a day
rvas paid from 1763 to 1779; it was claimed that the \.\'ork was finished
in 1780. In addition he received the sanre from the Board of Trade
for three years.

The Admiralty paid for the copies of the Atlantic Neptune which
they received. DesBarres kept possession of the plates.

The conclusion of the report was that DesBarres had no claim
whatever against the Government {or his Atlantic Neptune work.

This finding is certainly at variance rvith DesBarres' stateurents
and accounts, and it is rather remarkable that it had not been established
by the officials during the many years of controversy rvhich had passed.

In revierving th5: entire case, it must be concluded that, rvhile Des-
Barres was in some respects unfairly treated, he probably exaggerated
his losses, and u,as determined to get as much money out of the
Government as possible. It is certainly remarkable that his statements
included no amounts received from sales of the Atlantic Neptune, yet
this perquisite had been allowed him by the Admiraity, and it must have

an.rounted to a considerable sunr. Apparently this rvas regarded by hirn
as something rvhich was personal and not to be included in any state-
ment of debits and credits presented to the Governrnent. It is not
easy to understand this point of vierv considering that he lvas workirrg
in the public service. The Government rnight have justly considered
that sums received for sales should be counted on the credit side. Yet,
apparently, this issue had never been raised.

DesBarres had a just grievance when he blamed the Admiraltv for
refusing to acknorvledge responsibility for his work in supervising the
selection, preparation, engraving and printing of plates made fronr the
survevs of others, claiming that thev had onlv to do rvith his orvrr

surveys lrom 1764 to 1774.
It is very true that many of these other surveys, e.g,, Holland's,

had not been produced under the auspices of the Admiralty, but under
the Board of Trade and Plantations, yet the forrner u'ere willing to
benefit by these surveys and wished to have then-r incorporated in thc
Atlantic Neptune which was primarily meant to benefit the Royal
Navy.

It was unfortunate for DesBarres that the Board of Trade anrl
Plantations went out of existence in 1780. Had it continued it would
have been logical to turn to that Body, when the Admiralty refused his

l

I
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claim. There was no other authority from whom he courd seek assist-
ance, and, thus he was left unsatisfied and resentful, cherishing a
bitter grie'arce, and, undoubteclly, expressing his feelings with a
caustic tonguc to all who would listen to him. He nrust have made
himself obnoxious to many officials in \,vhitehall. The stoppage of his
salary of rl. a day after 1780 is i,explicable except on the groirnd that
sonre one in arrthority over Desllarres was determined to punish hinr.
Yet for f our years the salary \yas not paid, tho,gh DesBarres continued
to carry on * tirl< for the Government. Even promotion in nrilitary
rank rvas bestorved in a niggardll' spirit. \vhen he undertook his great
r'r'ork in 1763 he rvas a Lieutenant, and only obtained a captaincy i,
1775. He *'as made a \'Iajor in 1283, a Lieut.-colonel in 1794 and
a full Colonel in 1798.

Esrrr,rere oF TtrE Arr.l,xrrc Nrpruxe
f'he u'ork ,rust be regarded as one of the most remarkable pro-

ducts of hunran industry rvhich has been given to the rvorld through
the arts of printing and engraving. This might be regarded as a,
e-xaggeration b' one rvho has seen only a narrow folio editior, with
folded plates, or even the large folio with fulr-size plates. But rvhen
1\Ir. Stevens'collection is exami'ed u.itrr its.,.,o.r,.,ou, number of the
various states in rvhich the plates, both of vieu.s and charts, rvere'produced, one is filled l'ith amazement at the rnagnitude of the rvork
rvhich DesBarres directed.

Apart fronr the practical value of the Atlantic Neptune, the
artistic excellence of the viervs alone v".ould give it high rank. This
feature is solely due to DesBarres. lre drew rvith great sensitiveness
and had an exquisite sense of color. Many of his aquatints, *,hcther
i:r monotone or colors, are of the highest qualitir.

We ma' *.onder why so nrany viervs, both large and small, tvere
made and the criticisnr that many of thenr had little practical value isjust. But, this may be forgotten, when we consider their aesthetic
value, and rve should be thankful that the first important efforts in
cartogral>hy' on tl.re coasts of Canada and the United States should have
been presented to the world with such delightful artistic accompa,i-
ments.

The practical value of the Atlantic Neptu,e was soon demonstrat-ed' It becanre the standard guicle for ships of all nations in American
waters. Yet the charts u'ere in nrany instances defective, especiaill. irr
regard to soundings. This is not surprising considering the extent of
area covered. These defects graduaily becanre known during the
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nineteenth century and fresh surveys had to be made by trained officers

rvith competent staffs, with more means and a better ecluipnrent atrd

organization than DesBarres, Holland and other pioneers df the

eighteenth.century enjoyed' The charts of the East coast of North

America at the pr.r"ni day bear little resernblance to those of the

Atlantic Neptune, nor can the influence of the latter be tracecl in thern'*

Yet while tnodern investigation has led to their displacement' this

shrluld not be with disparagement' Though rve have relegated the

volunres of the Atlantic Neptune to N{useunls and Libraries as nlere

r:uriosities, let us not {orget the circumstances in which tl.rey u'ere

pro.luced, the hardihood oi those rvho made the original strrvel's' and

thedevotion,persistenceandidealismofDesBarres'through$'hose
eftorts the Monunrental rvork lvas prepared f or publication'

+DesBarres' charts were standard until Bayfield began his survel's in the

thi:ties; theS exter.rded f rom GasP6 to Cape Breton. In the lorties Olven

sur'.,eyed the south shore of New Brun swick from Saint John to Passamacluoddy

B.y In the fifties Shortland charted the Head of the BaY of Fund.v and the

coa"t of Nova Scotia as Iar as CaPe Breton, and Pu'blished a book on his

rneti,ods.
Shor:lanrl abandoned all of DesBarres' names, and used local designations'

Ilolland's exotic names in Prince Edward Island have mostly beerr retained'
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