Brother Charles, a trappist monk at =~ =~ =~ TATter fhe pages have been trimmed and
New Melleray Abbey, 10 miles south- sewn togetler, the leather binding is

west of Dubuque, is a master of the 7 processed. Here the Mor.acco. leather
400-year-old craft of hand-binding that will cover the book is trimmed.

books. Here he uses a plough and press = . The missal orkbench shows how
to shave the edges of the book. : the leather will look when finished.

An Ancef Ar’r Survives

After the leather has
been soaked in paste,
it is worked onto the
“boards’’ of stiff
cerdboard that is the
cover of the book.
Here Brother Charles
uses a pincher to
work the leather

bind the pages of
the book. This keeps
the spine of the
"ook flush against
the backing. =
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Nearing the comple-
tion of the binding
process, Brother
Charles smooths the
«nel sheets of the

THISSE] AFTer e hat
pasted them onto
the cardhoard. It
takes him ahaut 14
hmre 1o hind »
missal like this.

He taught himself
the craft by read-
ing boous,

The bound missal is
then placed into a
press and remains

It is placed in

this press eight
times during the
binding proceae. As
» sarvice to the
Monastery, Brother
Charles binds all
books and periodix
cals in the Monas-
tery library,

The completion of the binding process
comes with the stamping of the title on
the missal. A strip of gold foil is

laid on the spine and the heated palet
makes the impression on the leather.
The leather, purehased by the Manas-
1siy fraim England, is made fram
Aigerian goat skin which is consid-
ered the best type of leather for

book binding.

_there for 24 hours.




