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Brother Charles, • trappist monk 1t 
New Melleray Abbey, 10 milff M>Uth-
west of Dubuque, is a master of the . ? 
400-year-old craft of hand-binding 
books. Here he uses a plough and press .. , 
to shave the edgel of the book. , 
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•·- Aller· fhe p.ges h,ve been trimmed •nd ',, · 

' sewn togetJ.er, the leather binding is '· 
proceHed. tier• the Moracco lffther 
th•t will cover the book is trimmed. 
n,e missal cnt""'ttlJ\,orkbench shows hp~ 
the leather will look when finished. 

An Ancient ·Art Survives 
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After the IHther h11 
been soaked in paste, 
it Is worked onto the 
"boards" of stiff 
urdboard th•t is the 
cover of the boo~. 
Here Brother Chari•• 
uses I pincher to 
work the IHther 
•r•u",f th. r.erd• that 
bind the P•V-• of --~.-.r--
the book. Thi, kNp■ 
the spine of the 
•·ook flush against 

-. the backing . . ~ ...--~- ... -~-- ~~-~ -... . r. z_,.,.:;........-:-:..r---..r-. . -~- ,.. 
" ,'\ ,.,,,. 
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NHrlng the compl• 
tlon of the binding 
proceu, Brother 
Ch-,rle1 1mooth1 the 
' ,,rl llulflts of the 
fiRI . I g 

pasted them onto 
the cardbo1rd. It 
take11, him 1bGut 14 
Ii-, ... • 1 ♦1 hind " · 
ml~ul Ill,. thl•. 
H4t f11ugt,f himself 
the cr1ft by rHd· 
Ing bo~ic1. 
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The completion of the binding process 
,omes with the 1t1mping of the title on 
the missal. A strip of gold foil is 
laid on the spine and the heated _,.1,t 
make& the imprenion on the l11ther. 
Th@ litiiithitr, fHff~h-~•" h.v the M+lf\ii• 
,,., 'I ;, "'" E11ql1111", it i1111~t .frtrtt 
Aigerian goat ikln which It consld• 
ered lhe beat type of leather for 
book binding. 

The bound mi,.-1 is 
then pl•c•d into • 
P'"' ind rem1ln1 

_ !,_here for_ 2! he_u~. __ _ 
It It placed In 
this pr"• el9ht 
times during the 
binding procen. A1 
• ••rvlce to the 
MonHtery, Brother 
Charles bind1 111 
books ind periodi, 
c1l1 in the MonH• 
t.ry library. 
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