By Doug Whiteway
While most of us a painting as

permanent record of artistic achieve-

ment, likely to be as available to our

great-great grandchildren as to our
children, professional conservators, a.
worried group of people, see the works

of man as y impermanent.
Paintings are fading, their training

tells them. Or being eaten by acid or

~ promise of ‘time.
~ And often the artists themselves ei-

according to Winnipeg conservator

The a
Coast artist who died in 1945 was
So poor that she couldn't afford
quality artistic materials. She
would somet‘mes thin her paint with
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Manila paper, said Brandt, who found
it. had been glued to a thick piece of
cardboard. Using a bamboo spatula, he
slowly peeled the cardboard off only to
discover the original painting was dry
mounted to yet another board.

Once this was removed, the painting
was properly remounted on museum
mounting board using a simple w::;

starch paste that can be removed
ly should the need ever arise. Where

once the life of the painting was dan-
gerously shortened, now he says it
should last for hundreds of years.

300 works
In the two years he has been here,
Brandt has privately restored some
300 works of art on paper, including
those by such well-known locals as
W. J. Philips and Eric Bergman,

American-born, Brandt began his ca-
reer by studying biology at Cornell

mﬂentuﬂly taking his con-
s interest in wildlife into

the arm";w o{ndﬂnni l.llf;, studying
extensi (] Eﬂlm‘ ca.

—_—

appropriate durable acid-free papers.

He says consumers, on buying works
of art, are not careful to frame
the work for durability; nor, he says,
are some framing shops in the city
knowledgeable about materials or dili-
gent enough to use them properiy.

However, Brandt remains undaunted
in face of the need for restoration.
“I've handled a lot of stuff,” he says.
“If you have the time and patience you
can do almost anything."”

!
Charles Brandt
completes his
restoration job
on The Heart of The
Forest, an Emily Carr
work in oil on paper.
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