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July 20Lh, 1977

Ms. Anne Crocker, Librarian,
Facultlr of Law Library,
University of New Brunswick,
P.O. Box 44OA,
.b'ferlef l-CCOn, I'i . u.

Dear l,!s. Crocker,

Attached are our finclings and recorrl.end.ations relative
to the preservation of the collections of the Faculty of Law Library"
These recommendations are based on the survey conducted by me of
your Library on June 15th, L977.

Before we point out several deficiencies in the environ-
ment of your library, we viould like - very briefly - to point out. sorne
of the causss of the deterioration of library and archival materials.
They are several: light; atnospheric conditions - including air pollution
and unfavorable tenrperatures and humidity; biological factors - including
mold grorvths, insect pests acd rodents; mechanicai dainage and acid. It
is not possible to consider teinperature independently of humidity. If
there are wide fluctuations in either, nore damage is caused than by
constantly high or Iow readings of the same. Physical failure of
materials is caused bl, the expansion and contraction due to temperature
variations. High temperatures and humidity encourage the growth of fungi
and increase chenical decoraposition. Iiigh temperatures dry out adhesives,
leather and paper. Ultra-violet rad,iation from unscreened, fluorescent
Iighting and visible light cause fading, discoloration and embrittteir.ent
of library materials.

From our survey we discovered the folloruing deficiencies in
tl:e liJcrarlrrs envirorunent, factors which rnilitate against the permanency
and durabitity of your collections:

(1) TE}-TPEFATUF€S EXTREMS, I.;ITH CONSIDEFABLE YEARLY FLUCTUATTONS.
Optinrurn temperatures for library materials that r+ilI at the san.e
time provide health and comfort for people is in the range of
63-70cf. The temperatursin the various rcorns of your library
were far above this optimun level to the pcint '"'here accelerated.
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deterioration of library materials begins. Because of the
sensitivity of organic r,,aterials to moisture change, Relative
Humiditlr in librari-es should be kept reasonaloly constant - 45 to
55% is desirable. .l-cove that, mold growth is encouragied; belovr it,
paper becornes br.ittl-e, wcod warps, and leather reacts unpredictably.
Although the relative huro.idity of the Law Library oR n1r visit vras
within the rarge ihere is no guarantee that it will be during the
winter rnonths i:r that you have no air-cond.ition'i ng systerns, only an
air circulation s;'sien. our strongiest recon:nenCaticn for the
impro:,'ed environpent of your library is to maintain an air-conditioning
system operating not just during the sumro.er nonths, but Cay-in, day-out
365 days a year. ?his vrill be a giaat step forward in prevention of
library material degradation. And in those areas unaffected by this
air sonditioning system, we urge the installation of smaller hum"idi-
fying units (in the "Bowling Alley").

(2) U-NFILSERED RADIATION EI,IA.NATING ERO}4 FLUORBSCENT LIGII?ING, AND TIAR].FUL
RADIATION FROM IIATURAL SUNLIGHT THROUGH LIBRARY I,'IINDOI.7S.

Both the artificial and natural lighting in the Law Library are causes
of damagie ancl d.egradation to certain parts of your collection. Through-
out -ihe LjJcrary, at least in some rooms on each.floor, there j-s harnful
ultra-violet rad.iation from the unprotected fluorescent tubes. In
addition, there is injurious radiaticn from the natural light coming
throuEh r,any of the unshaded windows - especially in the large and
handsome l.tain P.ead.ing P,oom. The fluorescent tubes throughout the
building should be screened by plastic filters availa-ble for that
purpose (see attaclment A - Iow cost sleeves caa be obtainecl frorn
Solar Screen, Inc.). Also we advise that the large viinclows in the
Main Reading Room be coated with Sun-X or sirnilar type protective
coating (see attachment B) - In other parts of the building, we suggest
that prudent use be made of the blinds and curtains to screen as muci:
of this natural sunlight radiation as possible.

(3) SO}IS INADEQUATE HOUSEKEEPTNG.

Dust particles act as rr.ucleli around which form H20 and S02 from the
atnosphere. This produces acid which vrhen. it comes into contact with
the surfaces of your books and paper will cause degradation and
discolouration. rt is clear that a periodic house cleaning is
necessary to free your collections from this harmful dust contanr.ination.
This housecleaning procerlure is clearly e><plained in Carolyn liorton!s
Cleaninq & Preservinq Bindings and Releted l4aterials, of whrch you have
a copy.
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(4) LACK OF' PF-EVE}iTIIE CAFE Otr LEATHER BIIqDINGS
The drrst and per,iCered. leather found on the bookstrelves require
irnn.ecl.iate attention" AIthougil scne of these leather covers have
Fassed the point of recovery, those that ha.re not shoulcl be
subjected to a proEran of cleaning ar:d i:reatmenL viLh Potassium
Lactate anrd leather: dressing at regular ini,ervals (see attachnent B).

rf these above deficiencies as rse have outlined then are
corrected you will have taken a step toward making your collections of
rnore permanent and lastinE use to the stud.ents ano professors or' the
Latr Lib::ary.

Sincerely yours,

/.rr:/2 L{-{a /

CHAIUES A.E. BFANDT
Conservator
Paper

CAIiB/ra
Encs.



Placa
Addr=ss

Da'Le of Su:-rey

Architect'.s'e
1'3pe of bujJ-ding

Boof

Site

Sur-rey Fc::: A
(Ganer:eI)

Neo-Georgian

Tar & Gravel
Suburban, Campus of University of N.B.

Faculty of Lar.r Library, University of New Brunswick
P.O. Box 4404, Fredericlon, N.B. E3B 583

b:r
Jnne 15, L977 Charles A.E. Brandt

Ilea+-irg S:rsten
i'

I

Oil: Hot Air

:

Air C-cndi-tj-onj::jl ( or hr-r"rr-{it3' coni:=l)

,l

a Arrrc]:a rl are!*();+

Doors No desk when oPen'

Hi,doys tio

(u) r'ire alarn No

Heat sensors No

Snoke sensors No

Autonati-c exti.rrguishers No

Poriable erL5ngrri.she:= No

(c) lasurance yes 
:' " r '

Sr,aff

System that circulates aj-r (used during summer months)

Conmissionaires
2 Exit Doors which cause light to shine at cj-rculation

li'*:ber 5 fuII tj-ne; l part tirne; 6 part time during schoolyear.
t:oeriance i r co.nser-ration

No

Cc;l : er-,'e.tion f aci-lities
No

flonaz-l_f jfsr-.&c



Roon Contai:rs
%

I
it:

$iored
i

. e;-tifi-cial

. u.v. conLrol

3leat Ai'rangenen'r,

HqdCir-1. Coatrol

-

I 50 ft. ',ridift 40 ft. Heigh !
t

25
.Lt.

temparature*--Bn* degi'ees F- Relaiive hddty---51_-per'cenL
SO2 Peaetra

(Stcr.age and Exhibition Foons)

Law Reports and Legal Encyclopedia
on wooden oal< shelves.

Ilh::r:-naiion
naluial: Some: Large windows on North & lr/est Sides.

Yes (Fluorescent) & some tungsten..

IIo

Oil: Hot Air
Circulating Air

Gsn:ra,} Securit:a (tUeft and -v-erujal_1m)

I\* ;.p Lirzar-f o
:%%

e'l ect::ica1:

fiaati ng:

Hater P,j.sks

plu:nbing;

St,ean pipes

No

No

No

No

NobriIdipg leaks

llace
Adclress Faculty of Law Library, University of New Brunswick
n^r_ P.O. Box 44OO, Fredericton, N.B.]Ja'-e aL JUryey By

June 15, L977 Charles A.E. Brandt

Boqn Main Reading Room tocation



EviCenco oi:
Insects No

ftmg"i No

Rodents }io

?eTre:=tr-re ex!re,":es

Hurriciity extrenes
Photoci:eqri-cal effect

Yes (80: )

No

Yes

Climate control:

House Cleaning:

No ternperature or rnoisture control .

Should have system.atic cleaning.

Treatment of Leather Books-

Lighting': tlV Filters. ,

Vlindow drapes should be pulled.

Repairs: Dontt use white glue.

Don't use pressure sensitive tape.



P].acs
Address

Date oI Survey

i?oon secon<lary Reading F-oom

60 ft. Hidth 4a

tenpe:'atu re BI

sce

P"oon Conlains
,l

Q*n-a.l "i{Xv lvr uq rt<

(Storage end Exhibition Foocs)

Faculty of Law Library, University of New Brunswick,
P.O. Box 44OOt Fredericton, N.B-

By
June L5, Lg77 Charles A.E- Brandt

LocaLion
4!
I IJ'

1i
ft.

5tqI' R.el.ative hurridi

Periodicals & Treatises & Monographs

on Metal Shelves"

. Yes: curtains not drawn

Yes: Fluorescent

cent

Tl -l rrri rr:*i nn.
rratural-:

artificia].

u.y. control N-o

'r{+= l- ir mtt*a*4r.r 
^ %urr.uav

Hu:rdj-ty_Corlrol

See l{ai:r Reading P.oorn Survey Form B.

Qener:al Security (tUeft and -uenrr-al'; s6) (same as Main Reading Room)

It tt

FI-Je H.azardF

e].ectricaJ-: No

Heatirlg: No

. l{ater Pisks
ph:,nbfugr No

Stear:r pipes No

lea-ks tio

tt It



( Ev.r-C::rcs of:
fnsect s

r.ungi

Eodents

TenperaLure ext:'e*es
H:,:uidity extrenes

Photocbeqica]- effect

No

No

No
Yes

No
Yes

i

Fprn-cn,lsrl nl:rn=aq

Sam+ as Irlain Reading Room.



( s",nrase ;;;' ;Ai;itio" poor:s)

Faculty of Law Library, University of }iew Brunswick
Place

Roon

riddress

Date of Surrrey
Fredericton, N.B.

w
June 15, L977 Charles A.E. Bra-ndi

3rd Leve1 Loca'r,ion

1.ergth
60 ft. $idth ft- Heigh !

L LV.

tenperature*_ 3_Cegrees F. Relatlve ir,-iaity--51-: er cent

SO2 F cnal---nlina*:TgUA4UIUAI

Roon Conlai:is Law Reports, Periodicals, DocumeilEs-

4A

'vorgd !f*
3rd Level

on metal shelves

T-l -l r',--i nc*i n-.
4!44igUa'Jrl-

naiul:a1:

ertificiaJ-

u.v. coniz-o1

i{eab Arren,qenent

Hn:d-city Gontrol

br-ril-ciing leaks

Yes (fluorescent)

No

Oil: Hot Air

Circulating Ai1

No

Cgqe.ral Sqculitf (tneft and *v-anr'i,*'lis)

S-l"e "iiazaf4s.
electrical:

Heati pg;

!{ater F-isks

plunbirqg:

Stea-rn pipes

l{o

No

No

No

No



i
ErriC.=nca_ of :

fnseets
F\rno-i

H.od.ents

Teep*rai:ure extreses
Hr"tidity extreaes
Photocheslcal effect

Dicr

No
No

Yes
No

Yes

(Same as },Iain Read,ing Room)

(AIso Same in so cal1ed. "Bowling AIIey" iorridor.)

i


