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Hermit bookbinder Father Charles Brandt

New recognition

BOOKBINDER TOPS

A hermit bookbinder, who
lives 22 miles south of here
at Wolf Creek, is receiving
increased recognition for the
high quality of his craftsman=
ship, :

Father Charles Brandt, a
member of St, John the Bap-
tist Hermitage, has been ac=
cepted as a member of the
Alcuin Society.

The Vancouver=-basedgroup
was formed three yearsagoto
further the interest of book
collectors and promote a wid=
er appreciation of fine books.
Since 1967 the society has pub=
lished three unusual books
dealing with Canadiana.Spe=
cial attention was paid to the
quality of topography andbind-
ing and they were issued in a
limited edition.

Father Charles has been
commissioned to hand bind 50

copies of the society’s fourth
book, A Female Immigrant’s
Guide.

In commenting on the
priest’s work, Geoffery Spen=
cer who is president of Al-
cuin said: *I venture to say
that I have never seen his
equal in my many years of
book collecting.”

Other craftsmen holding
membership in the group in-
clude West Coast typo-
graphers, printers, artists as
well as bookbinders.

At the moment Father
Charles is restoring Simon
Fraser University library
books taken from their special
collection, Some of these titles
include an 1821 first edition of
Journals of a Voyage of Dis=
covery of a North West
Passage, The Works of Abra=-
ham Cowley, dated 1668 and a

fourth edition of Milton’s Par=
adise Lost, dated 1688,

Father Charles learned his
craft during seven years as a
trappist monk inNew Melleray
Abbey, Iowa, He has lived at
the hermitage for the past
three years.

Besides his work inhis bin=
dery he is also guardianof the
Wolf Creek salmon hatchery.
The Federal Fisheries Re=-
search Board has established
a pink salmon study at the
mouth of the Wolf and Tsolum
Rivers. The project consists
of a fence and hatchery for
pink salmon, Father Charles,
who is a graduate biologist
from ' Cornell University
maintains the hatchery during
the winter months and wasin=-
volved in it’s initial planning
and construction,




