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‘By James Reaney
of The Free Press

GRAND BEND — For the last few

days, the big green van plugged into,

the ’Lambton Heritage Museum has
been a cooler spot than the famous

‘beach in this Lake Huron.resort’
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The temperature in the van has.

been kept at about 18 degrees, brisk
enough to send visitors clad for sum-

- warm enough for the team from the
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Canadian conservation institute, a
division of the crown corporation su-
pervising museums, working inside,
A three-day visit, which ended
Tuesday, brought Charles Brandt, a
‘paper conservator, and-Louise Fox,
an intern with the institute, to the
museum about - eight kilometres

south of Grand Bend. The van is one
of five, costing -about $25,000 each,
touring regional museums across
Canada.

‘“We’re here for speclt’lc work on
artifacts and to monitor the collec-
tion here — to see if the tempera-
ture, light and humidity are being-
kept at the best level,”’ Brandt said.

. The coolness in the van is actually"
-about two degrees less than the 20-

degree temperature Brandt said waa

+ideal for a museum.
mer.back to ‘the beach. But it is ...

But the research teaxn appreciate
the slight chill betause it recreates

. the  conditions of the institute’s Ot-
tawa laboratory.'Equipment costs °
for the van are estimated at about

~ $15,000. ° T it

Because of Brandt’s expertise with
paper, his work on the Lambton mu- .-
seum stop has included restoration

_of a true oddity ot 19th century taste

Charles Brandt, a paper conservator with the Canadian conserva-
tion institute, -handles a lithograph of an albino family from Mada-
gascar.

;, Team takes museum s
%

tempe ratu re
— a Currier & lves lithograph ot a
Madagascar -albino. family, which

“somehow - wound up with showman
. P. T. Barnum.

Fox has been working on iron ob-
jects in the museum’s collectign,
ans angd
» whlte-

The monitoring work ls also i’m-

handling antique muffin
candlestick moulds | wi

4 . gloved reverence. - /¢
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__portant, Brandt said. After studying

‘conditions at the Lambton museunm,
* “opened two years ago, Brandt said
he had recommended air conditiod-
ing be installed. “A really good cH-
‘mate control system here would hga
tremendous thing.”

: Bob Tremain, museum directos-
curator said the cost*of air condi-
tioning the structure was_estimated

-at about $30,000 when it was opened.

Staff would study other methods of
preventive conservation, including
the use of humidifiers and dehumidl-
fiers, Tremain said.

Brandt advised private collectots
to observe conservation techniques
— keep the collection-out of the attic
or basement, control the surround-
ing light and temperature and don’t
use cellophane tape to mend objects.

The costs of private restoration
are high, he said. For instance, an
American book collection damaged
by water cost almost $50,000 to re-
store.

The institute is studying the home
freezer as an inexpensive place to
sto:l'e historical material, Brandt
sai

“Controlling the environment is
the most important thing anyone can
do with a.collection — and we want
to help these museums mamtam
their wor :

The institute team takes its labo-
ratory-on-wheels to Sarnia Public Li-
brary and Art Gallery for the rest of
the week.

Crash victim dies
in London hospital

Barbara Tilley, 22, of Goderich,
one of five persons injured in a car
crash south of Goderich early Sun-
day, died Monday in Victoria Hospi-
tal in London.

The victim of a second weekend
accident, a male pedestrian run
down and killed north of Delhi early
Sunday, was identified by a friend
Tuesday.

. Provincial police at Simcoe said
the man’s .name would not be re-
leased until next-of-kin had been no-
tified. He was a migrant tobacco
worker from Montreal, they said.
The identification was made by an-
other tobacco worker who noticed he
was m'\5° ~~ from the job.



