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26 October 1978 

SUS-JECT 
O& /H PIGMENT SAMPLES ACC 7,000,550 JJ. AUDUBON's "THE BIRDS OF AMERICA", Vol. 1. 

Charles Brandt and Bob McC~roll recently gathered together the pigment samples 
and 35 Il'll1l slides for the J.J. Audubon "The Birds of America", Vol. 1, ACC 7,000,550, 
hand-coloured engravings, belonging to the Legislative Assembly Library of New 
Brunswick. 

This project was approved by the Atlantic Regional Advisory Committee. We are 
to do Volume 1 this year, Volume 2 next year and so on until all four volumes 
are completed. 

We need the samples tested - even though it will take 30 to 40 hours machine 
time per sample - because the samples taken have been found by Charles to be 
the most fugitive in an aqueous solution. We hope that the identification of 
the samples will not only allow us to know what pigments were in the colourist' s 
palette but also to know what fixative to use that is most likely to be reversible 
in any future treatment. We also need the information in order to accurately 
identify colours and pigments to know whether there has been any fading as a 
result of treatment. 

The implications of this study are that it could greatly hasten the treatments 
of Volumes 2, 3, and 4 (some 336 works of art). If possible we would need the 
information for April lst,1979. Depending on the outcome of the tests this 
information may be publishable. As you will see by the bibliography there has 
been considerable interest at the AIC in these problems. 

Thank you for your patience and assistance. 

Director 
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7, 000,550 ACC 

~::i tuce of S,12~ple Plc .:2s e i nc l l!~ e c! ~s c rip t i on of: nrtifnct ,, obj ec: t h i s tory <..! ricl 
p c. ::- t lr:.2 r:. :: ciocc....~2nta t ion. l :1 ,=rc ~pplicahle , indi cate loc.:2. ti o:1 
o f ~:!~;,le v n 2 :- t i f.:!c t , .s uspec t cd cor;t!Jo:..:L tion o f s.:tt2?lc a:11 , 
or'. co ;:-.;.-::~:- c ic!. l r:.2. t c ri .:1 1~ , 1!':::i nu Er~c turcr' s des c r i p tion . 

38 Pic;i=ent (:;at e rcolour) sar.ipl e s mo unted on the tip s of fine g l ass r ods by the u se 

of a.'l. XRD counting oil. The pigr.,ents were take n from the various h and-coloured 

e ngravings of J .J. i'. t:dubon • s " The llirds of America", Vol. I b e longing to the 

Legislative Ass embly Libra..ry of New Brunswick. Each sample is contained in the 

appropriate nUici:,ered glass contafriers. Accompanying the pigment s ample are _a s e ries 

of 35 = coloured transparent slide s, each slide numbered to corr espond to '1:J1e 

nm;,bered pic;-"...er.t. The en9Caved plate s were hand-coloured in the years 1827-30. 

Specif}' Analyses, Tests or Ir,_forna r:ioil. desired ; if the r e a r e l imi t ations on sa;::;;,le 
si.ze, please s pecify: 

Request identification of the pigments. 

Purpose of the ar:.alyses: 

To know what pigments were used on this work of art; to eventually c orre late t hes e 

pign:.ents with pigments used on Vol. II, III, aI)d IV, and to possibly corre l ate t h e se 
pigments with the paint boxes used by the coloiiiists, also to s tudy the fading of the 
various pig,::ents. 

Expl aic any urgeccy r e quired : 

The proj ect is t:nder way. 

Bibliog r2phy of Cou.servation Li t e'r'2 t ur~ on 2.bove . 

Pigrr,en t _anaJ.ysis of Early American Watercolours and Fractur Janice H. Carlson & 

John Krill. Preprints. T"ne A. I.C. of p apers pre s ented, the 6th Annual Me eting , 

Fort Worth , Texas 1-4 June 1978. 

Con s e rvati.on Problecs of Audubon's Birds of ~.rnerica, Preprints , The A.I.C. of papers 

Presented of U1e 5th Annual. Meeting, Boston, !-la s s . 1977. 

Oct o be r 10th, 1978 
Dc te o f SubnLs s ion 

Charle s A. E. Branet 
Conserva tor, Paper . 
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