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The questicn bef':re us is: shouid ad.o:t:ona.l inining be e1loned. in
Strathcona Parke prescinCint frcn thc qaestion of the r"igh:rness or wrong-

ness cf tle current Eining tak:-ng plaee j-n the Park b;"'r'r'estnin end the

envir,Jnrrle:iial danage sternrring frca this operationo

lhe preseni ccmi.rittee shouli adrlress itself to tne questj-on: v;hether

or not mining is desirabLe in Si:ati:ccna Pa:k and 1ts reconnendaticns

sh,rul"d be based on this issue" lhe q:ie3t:-cn bef c::e us in nct ccnpq4sa.t;c4.
r,'/hether or nct th-ere is ever to be en;r qsrr.nsation to Cream Silver cr
othe:: ninlng conpanies vill up tc the ccu::ts to Secidee not this comnittee,

nor the ;;overrrment o

Ve ha.ve rcpea&edly been tolC by lcv€rrxierrt officials that rtTe ha're nc

ehoice.tr "'J,'e are bound. by tne Suprene 0cnrt ol Canad.ao.oto honour ihe

present cLains 1n the Falh".. o oWe 'rouii have to buy out all the e>::-s:ing

clainls at a cost we sinply cannc; aflord""

In "A Fr:cf ic Siat:Iae::.i Cc::cern*.-J t;:e l';i";re Iiraci-cn a::d- l'ile-::a;e.ie::: :l
3t:athcon: ?ark"r -. }:e ii:::o:;rabit J:-:cc i':achar., l.-:-n:s;e-'c-f :nv.rlr.:::-t
,._; 1-1- _t.^ ^- ld^ --^L . .,.i-1 
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] :i:r'j ri-5-J, Lrrl i14-v-i :-9 r.'. It D

T:.: S:prr ;c I - *:t ::.i 'je--:- --ia l.i,s '?c?rtl;r 1";1 ti : Lst bJ' r:'-: + ----;

n:n-,raL :l a.ii:s :n t:e pas: tht -l-:vc:r:e:t nas ir.a,(e a le gri a='*;.-':.sr--- ,

a'na Q';' ^^-'-+ L^-'-,s;lr'-:ict?i:i:e-t love;;rmeti'- nust e:1;:;e:'ai1:e-:"U Jl^^. Lr7L.j \t,-u- L i-4D ::

e:<plorat:on tc lrc iee d ;r ccnpe:.sate t,re ci:-in hcluers icr ti'e i':il
vaiue cf j;re:r ili:jire,i riep:srts. fnf crt';::ate1y, these cl-i,'ns

ale 1r:cated in tre ce::tre cl one cf rhe lark's ncst attr--.ctrv:, areas,

]'::r'..'er-,,r:'e r :h.;s se:e 1t:ea :s x'-:::7)y s-':slecle'i t o cc.r:+, ,'-.', ,r+,:'y

valut'.b1e nrrer:al"s. li:e P::'v:nce sr:i:p1y c';nn-rt aficrC. to g:r.hLe

u:::6iC n:ll:-.rs ci :'.x;a; Jll-: I ,'c--a::s tc p;r:'ase i'-.€se r:5h.t:."
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Strachsn is quoted in Peb. 9, 19s8, The Yarrcouver Sun: "oo..it ts possibie"
the cabinet rs decision to ailorc' a aintrig ccmpanJr to pursu.e itc sineral
cl"ain in Strathcona Parit was based or: flared. )-ege-l adviceo "I cl ontt ninC

.rdmitting that we ha.ve a Lot rncre 1aw now to loek at- on ti:e question of
lvhether or not',;ie can ho1d, up exploration activitye'r he c1aid j.n an inter-
vi€ w"

Actual)-y the Supreme Ccu.r:t of Canad-a nas said, nothlng in its recent r':ii;ig
i';iij-ch bea::s on tqe rluesticr: of conpensa;ion for nile ral clairas in Stre.thcona-

Park* lhere is no caiise to rai-se th" spedre of the Government laving to
gamble fruntcild. n:l-l-icns of taxpayerse Ccl-larstro

']Ihat is the larry riith respect to the cla"i.lis in Stra,thccna Fark? It is this:
?he Sup::ene Court oi British Co1-umbia, ccntrary to tire 1987 assei'ticns cl
the Ministry of Xnviionment a.nd Farks, has helC. that the Tener decisic:r
(co:rcerned with Lanrl clains irl Eeils-''kay Pa.rk before it 'n'as establisheri
as a Park) dces nct alpiy tc ti..e Crean Sil-ver claims in Strr":"thcona Pa-rl<,

Unless or until t}:at dec:sicr js successfull; appeerl-ec, ti:ls is the lalr cf
the Province"

If Creain Srlver th*nks thrs d.ecision is rro:15r that the {ener decisicn
apr:liesr trey shoulri- get :n wiih their::ppea.} . If tney rrin we Eonrt have

to guess abc'.rt t,he a.nount conpe::sat:-on" At that tir:e ti:e governmert and.

the people cf Er.t:sh loi':nbia can ii.ecide rf that ie a price we gre prepared

tc pa;,", fn thls ra;r ti:ere *riiL be no ga.nb1:-ng of trur,t:'1d nil-irons cf
taxpayers I .loLl-a:s'to

In ii:e r.ea.nwhiie *-:re q'..es'.:cn bef;re *:le A'lviscry Cou:l::tes is r.,hether or

not nining is C:srrable i"n Strathcona Fa::n. Ib :'ecorn::enCatrons shoul-C be

based on th.rt issue,

It is a s:rl rla;r xir:n people irave to be ar:'ested io obta.ir a he-aring,

a heanng which the Cttvernr,rent nor,r calls "vortr1rhile a.nd necessarl-""
'uTith.ou.t t.:1s exhibltion of courage anc s:anding up for viLderness heri-tage

these hear-ngs wcu13 nc: nar/e been held. ,
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3ut is mining desrrabie in strati-cona ?ark? From the saae ad.oress

as quoted above t]:: l,{inister reaches this concl-usj.on:

tr?he res',r1t is a par'k- rrhieh :rclutles f ixed rescurce ten..t_'.-.es

vtich t:re l]cvernment rs iegaii;' obliged t,o recognize evsn though
c-'. a]" F5c n r: rnd use eisarl-.'!' d.ces not non acco::d to our soci"etlrls
v; cr c-t' ac cept e park L'ianagerent 

" 
rt (at il . 2 i emphs-s 1s aC;-ed )

I suggest to ycu that mining is not cesira.bie or acceptable encl is not
campatible with Strathcona Park"",fol the f ol}cwi-ng reascns:

1) The Strathcona ?ark Act cf 1911 statese "The tract cf l-and.,.
is heleb;' withclrawn froro sale,settlenent, anC cccupancy urtr-er the pror-isicns
of the Land Acte or any other Act rvith:espsct to mining or ar_y other
natter"rr' The Park was set aeide "as a p)-easu:'e ground..oor the benefit,
a.civantage and enjo;rnent of the people o.i Rri+"ish Colunbia" Tbe Park since
its incepiion has been abusecl with min:rge loggingn hydro development i,-ne

various other j-ndwtrial degradation. ?here has been no Park P1an"

2) Hining destroys the i{fi}E?.}iESS EXPEIIEI{CE. For John }iurr, the
gr,'a-t naturaliste vri-)"dernees was a restcrative place" a place in which

he could succor and restore hi-s raentaL and physical wel-I beins. tr's

often rrote of +":ii-s c1ua1 it}, cf niderness experienceo Ir1 the nountai.nse
tf c&res wilL drop off like a'.rtuen leaveso'r In the I'great fresh, unb1j5:hted,

unreCeemed wilderness people will f inrl ):ope, o.the ga.1)-ing irard.ness of
civ:-Iizatj-on d.rops off, and the xo'rrnCs neal ere i{e a:'e a'y*aieo.rr !:.e noise
po],iution from +"he c'--,nstant1;r pas.:in!' c:e tr.':cksr the whine cf the generator

c1- riestmin heard as.far ayraJr as lioqrer ?i-ege" the vlsur.l poliution of ti:e

of the exposed. tree trunks at the so:tl end cf Buttle lah at sertaj-n
perioCs of the yearr. the great and iq;ly scar fron the open pi-t nine on the

nou:rtain sj-le above lTestmj-nrs p:esent slte - all cf thls poJ-Iutic'n

destroys the possrbrLity of ineditation tha.t the 'iilI,ItEF-liESS IXFEIiIINCE

permits.. And aI1 of this f:on a siine wi.thin the present park.

il "},{etal concentraticns in the Scuth Buttle La.ke ba-sln at tir,..ps

exceeCeri cr'iter:ia for drink:-ng uater and f or aquatie biota. Ccncentrations
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in doirnstreara Lakes were si-gnificantly Iower, but e.t tires exceed.ed.

objective concentrations for dr:nkin; water. Levels of Cissol-ved. rnetals
in the Campbell River would be tox:-c to native juvenile rainbow trouto
il'ater quality j-n the Canpbell- Rrver has reached. a critical state vrith re-
gard to the wellbeing of falmonid.s natir,-e to the riverott These are
quotes fron a 1985 &iinistry of Environmert documei:t entitled "Effects af
lissolved metals on the duatlc Bj-ota of the Lakes of the Carrpbell F"iver

}?atershed.tr* tsestmin is acid-gnerating.. At present tiris problen Ls containeC"

T he control of this is maintalned. at the cost of over $1 10091000 a year.
Ylho vi}I naintain ttrrs con:rol after lfestnin is gone? Possibly for the

next lO0;,.ears? IIor can tre even consider additional nining in the Park

whi-ch can only increase acid-nine d.rainage tith ite consequent effects!
ISOLLIM P.iYI1R.: quotin,l f,rom the Strathcona Ne,';s: I'The ccnsequ3nces of

uncontrolied acid mine waste have been denonstrateC at the abanCcned.

i,{ount $iashington Mine on the Pa=kts eastern bound.ry. Fish popul"at j-ons

j-n the Tsolum Ri-ver have been all but el-ininated, fhough the geology of
Eastern Strathcona Park variesr there is a strong likelihood. any nining in
the area vlould. produce aci-d. wasterto

4) L0GGfNG: The effect of clearcut logging can be deva.stating to
any watershed. The 0yster Riv:r is a prime exainple. Ilpstreamr clearcut
lcgging has created downstream flooding with the loss of horc s and property,
bad silting and the sccwering of the spa;rning gravelo This can happen in
in the Park.

,) THX EL6-RTII IS It{ CEISIS" There shculd be some ereas of the earth
that are safe-guarded agAi-nst mants epploitation and ccnsequer:t degrad.ation,

Let rs begin ,ryith Strathcona Park" Scientists project that in a 1ltt1e over

a decade - by the year 200C - these charrges wilL have taken place on cur

planet:

" Almost \y'of tbe worlCrs fcrests will have been cut d-own.

" L/, of the worldre current plant and aninel species will becone

extincte pri-nari-)-y the result of disruption and destructicn
of their natural habitat.

. The si.rread of man-made deserte will clai& an area f/f'|- tines
the size of the United" States

The ai= we breath vi1l contatrt tf) nore carbon dioxide. 'i:

. Acid rain will have Cestro;ed hr:ndreCs of lakesl anC with them
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m.ist of the:r a.quatic irfe. And then there is aciC nrne

draina;1a1 the grcate:t rnining problen ln B.l.
X.egional fresh water shor)ages will be ug 15rt.

$ornehrw we must cone tc realize tnat the ea.rth ls not me.',':, lrr a resour:ce

fcr human e>:p1-cj.tation, but tirat it is a giftl a holy 5;J-ft, that has e
vastly deeper worth than its value as prrrely an economic ccnrodity.

lhese big nining conpanles and logging ccmpanies and the government do

provide jobs" But they seen to offer us a false equatio:r hu:'ra welfare
values versus wild^ernessl and tr:e goveinnent; jobs versus ;ark1and"
I'nd what rve need to to is buiid a h,.iraan society of f,:11 neeninglr1l

enploynent in haruony *itht the r:atur:I rrorld,

!' INAI, 03SIP.VAT I Ci;lS iiN) XSCClq,lDill:?I CNS

1.. The ACvj.scry Conmittee !s nands.te,is inadequ.ate: it ooesntt involve
all of B,C" ts citizr-rs. It igncres nat:ve land clains"

2.. 3e ag:ee wjti: DIr. .Iin Rutter, a nember of the Ad.viscry Con:-mittee,

who is llx. Iirector of +"le Feieration cf Llo-:ntain Clubs cf B.C. and who

wrcte to M::. Strachen two weeks before h.e ras appointed to the Ccnrriitteen the.t

"the Revlefi'was inadeqriate!'" ile wculd like tc i:ave a Seetfoa Tlvc Judicial
Inqr111'r'.vhrch would r,ra!:e it poss:-b1e to subpoenz. anq cross exaai-ne cabjnet

and ot,hers invclved in the chenges rn Strathccna Park.

1" Al-1 s : caileC rrecreati-cn areas r whicLr ailcw rescu:ee e::p)-oration

and extrac'rion shculd be abol-isheCr anC the park bc,:ncaries be restcred to
whert tiie; .t.hey were before a 1987 cabine, order-in-ccu.nei1"

4 All lanC trades shculd. be frczerr"o

," There sbou-Id be indepe:"ident stud:es on water quality and

environmentai inpact bcfore decis:ons or reconnendaticns are r:ede. ?hct

informat:on snouLd be presented" in a public forrf,mo ghese studies sh;-:1C

especialll' be concerned rith ACl! IfiIIE !furIli-[GE.
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5, If you, the arlviscry eonnit":ee, on the basis of the submlssions

befcre you, finC that nin-rg would enhance the Parkn;ro,: shor-r1 d reconmend it"
Ifp iro:rever, you find that it lriIl nct enhance the Fark and mi.ght even

cause permanent danege, J/cu shcu1C reccmraend that no nining activity
take p3.ace.

CtOSiliG P"il,{ARSS

John i{uir: "i',hen we try to pick out anythinr, by itselfr we iiri it
hj-tc}:ed to everything else in the Unj-verse",.llo perticle is ever: wasted

or ylorn out, but eternally flowing from use to useo"

Thoroas l,{ertone fron his flnal- talke deli..,ered two hcurs befo::e his dea-th:

ItThe whol e idea of compassion is based on a keen awarecss of tne inter-
depenCence of a1i trese livrng beingsr which are al-1 part of one another

anrl a1l i.nvolved in one anothero"o.

Strathcona Park is a Livrng 0rganism" Each pe.rt is related to every

other pa.rt. All of the lrving beings in the Park ar:e interCepenCent and

touch each one of -as, Sxpcee p;rrrhi-tic cie to wp-ter azd ox;rgen i-n an

open pit rni-ne at .lestmin in the Park and the life forirs in the Straig.':t

cf Gecrgia are affected" ltrisual or audible pcllt:tion in the ?erk Cestroys

the Tfilderness lxpe::ieneeo Use::s of the Park who night r!ev':r ecter a

roan nade church tel1 rc tnat the la.rk is their Ca+"1:eiral-. Tlculd Jrotr be

abte to worship in a Cathedra.i nhere thej-r is acrd mj-rre Crainage Cestfdpying

auriuatic life anrl ;cl)-uting ciri-nkrng ',ratere a Cail'edraI thoug^h rhich
a continucus strean of heavl' cre trrcks is noving, a Cathed.ra.l Cisfigurecl

bJ, the ugii-ness cf expcsed sturaps and a nutile-ted anc searyed open-pit

mountain side? Thrs rs not longer a ca.thedral, bitt instead an expioited

{rasteland. Ccupassion ha.s nad no part hele.

3UT IT TS SIItt I{OT ?OO LA?E. }?I CA}i BNGIN AGAI$. }TE AFJ AI,L T}I T1IIS

TOGETIigR."


