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I1a"ncan have snow banks and
' l- stalled cars, Vivian and I
, ;l thought as we neared Black

-
Creel on thc northeast

roreline of VaDcouver Island.
A record snowfall had blanketed the

rea two days before we headed our car
ut ofVict<lria to Leep our rendezvous.
ut snowplows and warnr sunshine
reant we could drive the 250 kilorne-
cs to Black Creek witlrout hazard.
ln early :rfte moon, following his

ueful directions, we reached the
lace Charles Brandt has called honre
nce 1909. C)ur host rnet us at tllc
llhance lo lris snow-blocked lanc.
'ogcther 

rve walked to his henuitage
rrorrgh a wonrlerland of tall trees
verlooking thc Oyster Rivcr,

Charles llr:rndt is a Roman Catholic
riest, an cnvironrnentalist, and a

rodern sort of lrerrnit (0rough an
xceedingly connected one ). My wife
nd I wcre visiting him at CMT's request,
r learn tnore about his theological
nd ecological vision. And especially to
ndcrsumd why this priest sees mcdita-
.on as the key to both spiritual health
nd a hcaltlry environment.

flo no* does a rnodern hermit
\ live? Hcre's a glimpse of a

. I typical day in the life ofWJ ci,-t.rs'*ar
oSix moming hours ue devoted to

.rrayer, nrediarion, celebration of
'{ass, spiritual reading, and writing. He
elebrates the Eucharist alone in his
iny chapel. He meditates again in the
ftemoon, twice.

oAfter lunch and "siesta,' he works
I his spacious conservation laboratory.
]te cono-acts he accepts as a binder and
estorer ofvalued books and historic
rords enable him to be selkupporting.

oA 4lrninute walk is
daily "must.'During it
randt communes with
drer creatures-the
'ees, flowcrs, insects,
irds, fish and animals
rat share tlris 27-acre
roP€rty.
.Most days "there's

rmething ouBide or
rside that nceds
,pain.'lt's clear hc is
r orderly lrouseholder.
oCorrespondence

rd extensivc reading
,erit daily attention.

oSolnetirnes he goes
v{istring. 1}is brings
re hermit irrto hti-
,ate relationship with

Clurbs

rc river ar.td rnany of its creatures.
sua.lly he releases his carr} of steelhead,
.hnon or trout. Sometimcs he asks
,rnself whether he has "any right" to
ruse such $t ess to these fellow beings.
oHe recognizes the power the news

redia have in setting t}re public agenda,
, occasionally he gives interviews.
oSometimes he leaves the hermitage

,r limited periods. He is ari active
rember of several environmental and
rocesan groups, Queenswood House
f Studies in Mctoria is a "second
ome'where he conducts workshops
rd silent rerea6. Less frequently he

addresses major conferenc(:s: not only
cnvironrnental ones, but also rt:ligiorrs
gatherings like the Canarla-wirlc
conference of Christian nr<:rliurtors
hosted in Winnipeg last ycar.

oHe counscls individuals wlro wiurt
to learn the discipline of nrcrlitation.
Sometimes he hosts small grorrps at t-he

hermitage. Father Brandt lrllit'vcs lris
advocacy of conteurplatiorr is Iris ur:rirr
contribution to dre environlr cn url
cause.

Sonrehow this unhurlicrl nuln, now
73, fits tlresc and otlrcl rr lrtitit's rr)ttr

his average day.

f iL" cverJor)c clsr', rlr. rrnrrr

l[ besidc tlrt'01'tt'r Rir,'r lru'
t / alil'esrory.&d on Fcbrrrrrrl ll,. ll):2:t,

Charles Allred Edwin l]r.rnrlt was lxrr-n

to Alvin Rudolph llranrlt iurl r\nrra
Chester Bridges on a snrall r( r'('irg('
outsidc Kurs:rs City, Mi.ssorrli.' l l rcrr:
were live othcr chiklren.

He speaks warnrly of his l);u1rnl.s. At
71, his nrotlrcr gra<lrr;rtcrl witlr rr rrrrivt'r-
sity degrcc in I'inglish lilcr:rtrrrr'. I lis
fat]rer was an irir lbrr:t: pikrt irr WolLl
War I. Wlrcn young Clrarler rv;rs irr his
late tccns and tlre Unirerl SLrt('s cntercd
the Second World War, l)c l(|() (:nlisted
in t}e air force anrl beciuut' a'iSXFmG?

Long before he won his pikrt's
wings, trowcvcr, tlrcrc wr:rc orlrcr wirrgs
to consider: young CJhiu lt's lrcciurrt: a
serious bird-walclrer. Scorrti ng wlr<,ttctl
his budrling interest irt nat\rr (.. /\ a
senior Scout he taught bir<l rtrrl;, and
became acquaintcd wit-lr rrirtivr: Inrli:rn
culture in 0rc area.

When he Sclt a chancc to g() t()
university (not until after drc ;rir force
interludc), IJrandt chosc. (}rr rrcll, anrl
earned a dcgree in ornitlrolrryy. Later
he studied wildlife conserv:rdon at the
University of Missouri.'lhr:rt: lre became
a friend ofStarker Leopolrl, whosc

It is cle ar that DomJohn lt{an, the
Ilcncdict.irrc rnonk wl rosc tca<:hirrg
Lrorrglrt ahrut iur irrtcrn:rtion:rl rcviv:rl
()f intercsl irr wortll,.ss rrrr.rlitatiorr
:utrong Christians, is a niajor influcnct-.
on Branrlt's spiritual [i[e .

Closer to lrorne, tlrcrc is Vartcouver
Island's pionucr proplrct of conserva-
tion Rodt:rick l-laig-ltrown, :rnd his wife
Anne; :urrl llislrop Rt:rrri f)e Rcxr, wlro
h:r-s supported Clr:rrlcs Brand t's
cndcavors since thc two lrlen lirst nrct.

Brarrdt tlid not bcgin his spiritrral
sc:rrchings ;rs a Ronran (latholir'.'l'lros<:
searchings begirn in carncst in lris carlv
20s. AIicr rrnivcrsitv, Ilrandt livcrl Ii,r a

tirrtc in linglan<1, arrrl wts orrl;rincrl;rrr
Arglir:iur pricst ol tlrc (ilnrrrtrrritv ol
t-ltc Rcsttt h'r:liolr. I lc rcltrlnt-rl to (lrc
Urriterl Stirtt's antl w:rs irrspile tl to lrt'girr
livirrg as a lrcrrnit, urrrlcr grrir.larrcr:. ln
l95ir IIr: tvlrs rccciverl into the (]atlrolir'
Cltrrr< lr afi<:r rcntliltg Oarrlinnl
Ncrvurirrr's tllologiu lro ui/a srra anrl
I)onr Ile tlc (jlifhtls' 'l-lw CoLlen Stitg
l'or cigltt yc:u's lrc livcrl :rs ir (listt:rciarr
rtrorrk wlrilc strrtlying lirr tltc (l:rtlrolic
pricstlrcxrrl ;ur<l inrprrrving lris [xrok-
trinrlirrg skills at Nr:w N,lclL:nry ALlrr:y in
I)ubrrtltre, Iowzr.

ln thc carly 1960s, still rvit-h thc
Cistcrr:i;urs at Dubtrquc, IJr':urdt le:urtetl
"tltrotrgh the rcligior.rs grapevine" tlrat
:r lrr:rnrit colorry w:rs forrlring oil Virrr-
couvcr Isllrrrrl. I Ic rcr civt.rl p<'rtrrissi,,rr
to rrritkc irrrlrrili<.s. r\r tlrc ilrrlrririr.s
pr<>grr:sscrl, he rrrct llislrop l)c Roo.
"'I}c bislrop said thirt if I wiu acccptcd
by tlrr: [rrrrrrit cr>lony, ]rc worrkl con-
sitkrr nry r'<:rlur:st lirr prit:stly <trrlinirt.iort."

'llrc colorry [Jmntlt had lreard ;rbout
weus esurblislted in Scpternlxr 1064 b1,

t}rc llcncrlir:tinc rrronkJacrlue s Winiurdy,
;r.long the 'l-sr>lrrnr'Rivcr in tlre Cortrox
v;r.llcy. llr:ur rl t's rcqucst (br arl rnission
nret with a positive rcsponsc, and his
arrir':rl irr Nl:ur:h l9(i5 brorrght to sevcn
tJre rrurnbcr of'hcnrrits living tlrere.

On Novcrnber'21, 1966, urre to lris
word, [)e Roo orrl:rinetl Brirndt a

diocesan pliest in Can:r<li:ur lvt:ut,vrs'
Clrttrclr, (.)otrrtcrray. Ncrvs rcpr>rts
tlescril;erl ( llrirrlcs llr:rnrlt ;u thc Iirst
pens()n (() lx'ollairrcrl ;r lrt.r rtrit-prrt.sl ilt
tlrt C:rllrolir: r lrrrr', lt irt tw(, (:(.rrlllt i(.s.

In tltt: 'l solrrrrr Rivt r colorty caclr scl!
supporlir)g lrcrrrrit livcd ap:u-t irr a srrr;ill
dwelling. r\l tcl st'vcr al yt':tls, tr)crrrlrcls
agreed that fi-eryrcn t rn:rirrtt:nunc<:
mectings rvt:re corrllicting rvirlr IJrc

solitude to rvlrich eaclr lratl fclt r::rllcrl.
'fhey rcccivctl pcrrrrissiorr to scrk
indivirlual sitcs witlrin t-ltc tlioccsc ol'
Victoria. Iat.her Branrlt llrilt his lrcr-
rrriUrg<: lr<.sirlc lltc ()),st(:r Rivr.r. Arrrl
drcrc Irc tt:rrt:rirrs ttxlay,

rlr. wiry 0r alrotlrcr, Chnrlcs
Ilr:rndt has hatl tirne to t-lrink
rleeply ald with cornplexity
irborrt dre earth, irs living

cornurtrrritics, :rnd is Creator. I Ic
agrecs widr 'I'horrrili lle rry that wc livc
in an uneiuy period "benveen storics."
On thr ernbattled environrnental front,
he sees tlris',rs a tilrlc of botlr crisis and
opportrrn ity, prr:nrisc antl tl;rngcr.

Global\' the "fragile bhrcareen
orois" that is Pl:urct E:u'dr, Irolne to
billions ol'lrrrnrarls :rnd trillions of
odtcr sptr ics, is trndcr rrt:rssive ass:trrlt
by colpo rate gian ts. C:srr zrlti cs incl rrr.l t:
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depletion ofthe ozone layer, carbon dioxide
truild-up, acid rain, increaing levels o[ toxic
pollutants in water, air and soil; loss o[ topsoil,
sprcading desertification, destrtrction of rain
Ibrests, loss ofvital watersheds, depletion of
oxygcn, and the loss of ;urimal, plant and
microscopic species.

Tlrere is nothing quite so final as the extinc-
tion ol'a species, Clrarlcs enrphasized as we
talked on during the long carly spring after
noon. And no one knows thc full extent or
ultirnate conseguences of tlte ongoing toll as

rnore species deprt thr: face of the Earth
Ibrcvcr, rvhilc otlrersjoin tJre endzrngered list.

-l}c global wounderlness is:rlso found locally.
In tlrc bir>rcgion of rrorth Vancouver Island,
tlrrec rivcn and tlrt:ir sllst:rinir)g watt'r:lreds
have srrfll'red grir:rrrus rlarrragr:.

'l'hc'I'solunr Rivrr, rvlrich once boastcd big
rrurs ofs:rLuorrids, is corrsirlcrt',1 "dead" after
clcar<ut logging irr tlrc I950s, and 20 yeius of
acid runoff (AMD) Iiorn an abandoned mine
sit(: (':Lst of Mount Wmhington. Many lifc fornrs
in drc river we re dcstroyed, wlrile the rnine
prornoters were free "to get in and get out
qrrickly with profits, lcaving their poisonous rness

bchind them.' Tlrc lilir)inl{ vcntllre rrsporrsible
('rrr this paltir:ul:u critur: iq;;rirtst (i'catiorr wcnI
irrto reccivcrship alicr a li'w yt'irn; irr rrpcr':rtiorr.

The watershed that feeds t}re Oyster fuver
h:us stt{Icred rnajor damage frorn sirrtilu induv
u'iirl :usaults, The
Oyster has a rnuch
<lcplcted supply of l'ish
:rrrd other species.

Sirnilally, t}e
Carnpbell River iu'ea to
thc north hu been
hurt by dam cons(ruc-
tion md ovcrfishing in
tlrc Strait of Georgia.

On the positive sidc,
Lhcre are examples of
environnrental recla-
mation, :rnd signs of
growing public realiza-
tion that the rape of
Mother Earth mrrst
stop. The ravaged rivers
are fighting to come
back to health, thanks
to thc eflbrts of con-
cerned citizens,
e nvironrnentalists,
s()Il1e Iesource coIIlp;r-
rlics and govemnrcnt5.

In 1985 tlre Corrox
r:hirpter of the B.C.
.Stccureiul Society nrade
lcclarnation of the
ab:rndoned rninc sitc
on Mottnt Washington
it-s rrrain plojccu Brandt
w:rs one of the initialors
o[the projccu C)t]rcr
rcsidcntsjoined tlrc
cause. Today the
Tsolwn River Enlrahc*
rnent Comrnitlee,
which Brandt chairs,
Iriu won the support of
the B.C. Ministry of the
Environment. Commit-
tee members hope $l
million in promised
public funds will
finance an analysis of
the site and of the
darnage caused, and
will e nable reseuchers
to recomrnend the best
way to restore lilc-
giving potential.

|;it]rt r, Aldo
Lcopold, is
callt:rl "the
[atlrrl of
Nortlr Arrrt.ri-
crur cr:okrg1'."

As :r stutlcltt,
Ilr:rnrlt wius

dce ply irrr-
prcsscrl by drc
seltirrr
Lcopold's
"l:rrrd cthic. "

"l Ic r:lral-
lengcrl us to
tlrirrk likt: l
trt0rrnt:ritt,"
Rt:ut,ll rcrttcrrr
lx'r's. ''llrt:
ltr()rltl:UI) s:rys,

'\41rv irrc yorr

oftc
boohs lu has rcslued.

humans taking all rny durbr.r i ll's
causing runoff of rttoisturc ;ut rl trrrllic rr Ls

the forest community re<1uirt:s!''l'he
mountain asks us to do whar is riglrt.
And what is right? "Itre liurd crlrir: rnt::rns
we respect and preserve tlrc irrrrgr.ity,
stability and beauty of thc wholc biotic
communiry. That's whar's right. "

There are othcr menlors in llr:mdt's
personal gallery of influt:rrccs. rlunorrg
them: St. Benedict of Nunia, .Sr. !-nurcis
of Assisi, Henry David Tlrr>rc;ru, Rachcl
Carson, Thomas Mcraon, Trillr:url ,lt
Chardin, Hugo Lasalle, I)r'ior r.ss

Pascalene Coff.
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Charbs Brandt fruls flyf shing an ambiguott,s odiuiry, hd. does il anluay-in the shallou Oyster Riaer walers ruar his hzmitage.

Meanwhilc thc Oyster River Watershed
IVlanagernent Committee meets every other
month. Area residents are welcome tojoin and
rnany do.

I xked Brandt if the people in control of
logging interests were able to hear the con-
cerns of environmentalists like himself.

'Yes, to some extent," Brandt,replied
"MacMillan Bloedel and Timber West have
altered logging plms to a degree. There is srill
some oldgrowth timber leli on the higher

elevations. They would have logged
that off in l0 years but now they've
agreed to extend the period to 30
yers. There won't be any cleu-cut
logging on a large scale. Also, the
companies re going to cover old

. Io,gging roads to restore original Iand
contours. Those roads are the primary
cause of silt runoff. Together, these
meaures should help the river recover."

/j n-t". Brmdt's commitmenr

d, to the v6t sweep of environ-

fl , mcntal issues is balancerl by
**j' a capacity lo be fascinatcrl lr1

srnirll, prt:cisc, rn:rtoial details. His work
as a conscrv2rlor o['11:rpe r utifactr
br:sidcs helping him to czu'n a living-is
an inrportant pirrt of his environmental
witness. After studies in Europe, the U.S.
md Canad4 hc worked with dre C,:nadim
Conscruation Institutc, Ottawa. and witlr
Manitoba's Provincial Archives, wlrerc
he set up a "state-of-the-art" laboratorl.
In 1994 he accepted his most challeng-

ing assignment. University of Alberta's
Bruce Peel Special Collection Libmry
asked him to restore its copy of Libu
chronicarum (the "Nuremburg
Chroncicle"), published in 1493 when
printing was in its infancy. This "first
picture book for the bourgeoisie" used
over 1,800 wood cuts.

Like several other aspects of this
multifaceted hermit's life, Brandt's
special interest in the conservation of
paper artifacts manages to combine m
age-old monastic skill with uptothe-
minute science. From time to time, the
priest teaches paper conservationist
clmses at the University of Victoria and
at several B.C. colleges.

he comes back to the
' big picture-the planet-
wide crisis in the relation-
ship betu'ccn r.he humm

species and the rest of the earth
commun i{-Brandt's approach
continues to ble nd ancient intuitions
with very recent information. He often

sountls, precisely, like a pricst dcscrih
ing a big pastoral problen).

[Ie calls careless misuse ar]d deliber-
ate abuse ofthe natural world "an
addiction." As with any adcliction, the
first response ofthe addicted is denial
"Perhaps we will have to neuly hit
bottom before ,we'll realize we have to
change our ways or die as a species."

Ile sees hvo approaches to bringing
about this change<ne that won't
work in the long run md one that will.
'"We can lie down in front of logging
uucks and join otlrer protests, but these
rvon't change our addictive habits.
Instead, we need new reasons to hope."

A dawning awareness that there is a
l)etl.er way to live is stafting to 1v?rkc us
up, Chrles Brandt believes. He says this
higher consciousness can bc fostercd
in trvo ways: first, lem and pass along
the "new story" of a revised liarth story
and arn emerging Univcrse storyi
second, lea-n to practisc mcrlitation.

As to the first, Brandt is r:onvince <l

tlr<: [']arth story anrl Univcrsc story
togelhcr provirlc corrvirrr'ing rr:asons lo
hopc we car live a bappicr lift:. 'l-his

storu Irrrllrcr rcvcals thr I-larrrl o{'
Proriderrr:e gLriding r.rs to {irllillnrcnt. '

Ilrandt quotes f)olninicirn Sister
Miriarrr Theresc Mac(lillis: "Wc havc
bet:n workirrg orrt o[ a lrrunzur<livine,
lr rrr rr arr-lr rr nr:rn sct of ' rt-lat iorrslr ips, to
drc :rlrnost tot:rl exclusion ol zrn eartlr-
hurrr;rn relationship. If we are to move
into a more hopeful and creative
future, we humans rnust reach out in
heart and mind to all the other spe cies
with whom we shue this Earth."

lhis bonding extends to the far
reaches of the universe. All beings, all
elements arc destined by the Creator to
corne together "in a mutually enhanc-
ing manner in order to form a single
sacred community."

The hermit-priest is particularly
heartened by Thz Uniruse Story dte
book coauthored by gravitational
physicist Brian Swimme, and Thomas
Berry, Pmionist priest and 'geologian."
Brandt particularly loves dre book's
dcscription of "cosmogenesis. " I Ie
rhinks it corrld br. "tlre rrrost irrrportmt
scientific discovery of all time."

Cosmogenesis, Bmndt says, tells us
that'the univerae is a develolting reality.
it iurs a bcginning an<I it's gotng sorrrt>
rvhcre. It's creative. It's evoh'ing with
in{cntion. It has its own cenb'al values.'
Tlris newly discernccl story conrple-
ment.s the ancient story of God's

creativc intcntions as told in Genesis.
Frorn tlre Universe's value of diffncn-

tiation, wc lealn the unique worth of
each individual being. No tlvo snow-
drops, no two humans are the same.
The trnivcrsal vaJue of subjectitily tells
us the natural world is a community of
subjects to be communed with, not a
collection of'objecLs to be exploited.
And the trniversal vzlue ol communimt
tclls us e:rch being is bondcd to every
other being.

'lWratcver we do that enhmces
these valrres is good; whatevcr we do
t-hat hirrdcrs their dcvelopment is
detrimental," Brandt sums up ro he
finishes explaining his enthusirom for
7 |lc Uniur.rsc Story.

Brandt thinks an appreciation of rhis
unfokling story will help penuade us to
become "crxtrcators" instead of de-
stroyers. To become more creative, he
challengcs rrs to deepen orrr knowledge
and applrr:iirtion of tlrc "new physics,"
ol'[irst Nali()ns' spirituality, and of
wonl(:n's cr.rrtlal place in thc cnviron-
rrrcntal cirrrs<. I,irrther, h(.rlrgcs us to
rr:cognizc that thc Clrristian "option for
tlrc poor" applit:s to other ill-treated
species as u'cll as to hunrans now denied
respcct arrtl -jrrstice in C,od's Creation.

Branrll lrirs [>ccn s]raring t]ris vision
fbr yt.als. r\t t]rc Victoria Diocese's
Synorl in ll)lil, he hclped persuade 80
rlelegatcs to itpprove this decision:
"Accept responsibiliry to prorect and
(bster thc hea.lth of the Earth, acknowl-
edging tIe lrrrnran community and the
natural rvolld as a single sacred com-
muniry. In doing this, let us be guided
by the wisdom of those who re spiritu-
ally in contact with our Earth, the
Native People, and encourage new
models of community based on a
relat.ionship with the entire cosmos."

{ff ' ^.,.r-*",*'* ilT*:".: 
*

-/ * ureetings is not, for Brandt,#'l
\4.rlre esscntial rorrte to the

hemt of the matter. What is essential,
he trelicvcs, is meditation. "Thcre is no
spiritrr;rl pr a, tir c rhar lcarls us into
conrnrrrrriorr with the natural worl<l
nrore cfli:clivelv than the pnctice of
contcrnplation. "

1-hrough claily rneditation, h,:
(.xl)l:ur)(.{1. a person t:,m over time
cxpress hcr or his inmost truth. Gradu-
urll1,, pcrccptions and attitudes change
for thc better. Gradually, habits and
behaviorrrs ch:rnge as we are guided to

become the persons the Creator calls
us to be: not in isolation from other
seekers but in communion with them.

Meditators recite in silence a chosen
mantra. Mara nalha, Aramaic for
"Come Lord,'is the manua Charles
Brandt, like many others, invokes
during meditation. Over time, the
mantra we choose to pray will b)?ils
our clamouring egos (which always
want to control the agenda). Eventu-
ally, our rue selfwill be "awakened by
the Spirit," Brandt explains hopefully.

In his words: 'We open our con-
sciousness to the resurrected, glorified,
ascended, infinitely expanded humm
consciousness of Christ, and through
the Spirit are carried to the Father and
then to every creature in the universe.'

For Brandt there is "a direct connec.
tion between meditation and the
bringing about of a greater presence o
tfie hurnan community to the natrrml
world." The vision that summons him
I'6re sees a sacre d comnrunity of all
treings, united in the Risen-lesus, rhe
Cosntic Christ. Irinally the Crcator Gorl
will be all in all, and a liherated crea-
tion will live in a tirne-free Eternal Nor'

['le summed up ]ris expectations: '-1 ,

help bring about a deepcning relation,
ship lrctween tlre hrrrrran ronrmunitl,
and dre earth community, we need to
know thc new story of thc Earth md the
Universe. And the practice that best
accompanies this vision is meditation.'

As he approaches the 30th anniver-
sary of his ordination, Father Brandt
witnesses daily to an alternative wisdom
that radically challenges the conven-
tional wisdom,

Each day this resolute, quiet-spoken
man renews the credo Dom.fohn Main
taught \ile find Christ in our hearts,
then we find ourselves in Him, and in
Him all Creation."

'\rVhere is Charles Brandt now?" I
asked.

His reply: "The real Charles Brandt,
the true self, is somehow gradually
being born. This is the great mystery
about every person. We'rc not identical
with God but neither are we separate
from God. We're connected. Some-
how, we're taken up in Christ, whether
or not we realize it.... This is the light I
rnove towrd. "

Gmt Maxwell, now retired md living
in Victoria, wr the lmt editor of
Ampw magazine and has had wide
experience in Catholic jownoliam.
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