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R.R.,1, Black Creek, B.C.
Jan. 14, 1972

The Editor
The Co rfier
Campb&ll RlV!‘l’, B - C ®

Dear Sir:
It was a pleasure to read Peg ie Rowsnd's article, COID MOUNT IN...It is ree
feeshing to know thet a Campbell River newspaper can get beyond the endless
reporiting of cuuncil and scho-bhboard to ive us such an intriging secount
of the life of the Cortez community. FPeg-ie, in my opionin, is by fer the best
reporter in C. River, :nd this :rticle with magic of artiste hotographer Ed
Robertson to assist, helps to strenghen that opinione.

But Peégie was not =ltogether hap,y about her reporting, saying, that
it "Will go down in my repoviing history as the first time I hr=ve ever friled to
achieve com unic tion in a personsl interview."” She felt that she was not able
to communicate to the genersl public in gpecific terms whet hapiens to people

wl.0 share a few days with the Cole Mountain community. But perhaps she was

_secking a "Body", a "Corpse" that does not exist, =nd certsinly one that can

never be described.

Zen is a Way. Zen is an approach to reality. It is an experience, an
experience of the . r.und of being. Zen c-n be e valid ap rosech for Anglicens,
Protestsnts, Orthodox, Catholics, as well as Buddhistse. ‘But what one discovers
is not something for ones=-sclf, nct a corpse, not a pussession or something
that csn be communic:sted.

I observe the easles thet ckicle and descend my river, seeking the carrion
lying in it - the dying, decsasing cbho snd chums., The dead are attacked by the
livinge The:re is gain snd loss. Most people appreach contemplation, Zen, with
the idea that tiere is scmeghing to be grined by it., Often, where thege is e
a lot of buma about "spirituclity,” #Bnlightenment” or just "turning on," it
is often bec:ruse tl.ere are easgles hovering sr und a corpse. This eircling,
hovering, descending, tnis celebration of victory, are not what is mesnt by
contempleti ny, by the Study of Zen. It can be a useful exercise, ~nd the
eagles may be enricheds

Zen enriches no one. There is no body to bhe found. Eagles may come ~nd

circle for a while in the plece where it is thouyght to be. Soon they go elsewhere.

After they are gone, the "no-body" that was there , suddenly nppe:rs. That is
Zen. All the time it was there. The scavengers nis.ed it. It was not their

kind of preye




