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April 24, 1985.

The Honourable F.C. Austin Pelton, :

Minister of the Environment, *
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria; B.C.

V8V 1X4.

Dear Mr. Pelton:
The Tsolum River is dead!

This once magnificent river with its 20 miles of supurb spawning gravel
and nursery water for young salmonids, steelhead and trout drains,
along with its tributaries, the whole eastern face of Mt. Washington
from the Oyster River in the north to the Puntledge River to the south.

At the headwaters of this drainage system lies an abandoned open-pit
copper mine, Mt. Washingtcn Copper. Abandoned in 1966 after 2 years

of operation, Mt. Washington Copper left behind, above around, in a

great pile, 130,000 tons of overburden (waste rock) removed from the
mine. This overburden is extremely high in copper content. This

copper is being leached out of the overburden. This discharge (leacheate)
is the effluent passing into Pyrrhotite Creek. From thence into

Murex Creek, a tributary of the Tsolum. This dissolved copper is

thus contaminating the whole Tsolum watershead and the lower Puntledge
River as well.

The water running through the quarter mile-long open pit at the mine has
been tested. The Waste Management Branch has found levels of copper as
high as 20,000 micrograms/litre. This effluent is passing into
Pyrrhotite Creek. Waste Management has tested it for metals and toxicity
and we can definitely infer that the effluent is deleterious to fish.
This poses a potential serious problem to fish stocks downstream in
Murex, Tsolum and lower Puntledge River.

Concentrations of dissolved copper in Murex and Tsolum have been tested.
At times the Cu levels have been higher than levels that have been
reported to be lethal to fish under laboratory conditions.

In the 1930's Pink salmon runs in the Tsolum were 200,000+. Because
of clear-cut logging, taking of gravel and water from the river these
runs dropped drastically. However, in the mid 70's there were 10,000
Pinks in the river. 1In 1984 there were no Pinks, despite the fact that
2,000,000 fry were released into the river in 1982. The steelhead and
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coho runs have been decimated as well. : .

The Tsolum River is dead. But hopefully not forever.
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Copper from Mt. Washington Copner is being leached 1nto the river at #

alarmingly high levels.
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Is it the pollcy, Mr. Mlnlster, of your Government

"to permit a mine such as Mt. Washlngton Copper to

¢
take its profits and run, leaving in its wake a A
copper leachlng hazard that can possibly destroy all
fish stocks in the Tsolum.
With no Bonding?

Have you or will you discuss this matter with Mt.
Washlngton Copper outlining their respon31b111ty
in this matter as well as your own Government's?

What steps have you taken, are and will take to
prevent further leaching of this lethal copper from
the overburden of Mt. Washington Copper into the
Tsolum River System?

Sincerely yours, B ey

Father Charles Brandt,
Chairman, Tsolum River
Enhancement Committee,
B.C. Steelhead Society,
R.,R. #1, Site 22,

Black Creek, B.C. VOR 1CO0.
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INFORMATION LIST

The Hon. William Vander Zalm, Premier

The Hon. Bernard Valcourt, Federal Minister of Fisheries

The Hon. Mike Harcourt, Leader of the Opposition

The Hon. John Reynolds, Minister of Environment

The Hon. John Savage, Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries

The Hon. Claude Richmond, Minister of Forests & Lands

The Hon. Stan Hagen, Minister of Regional and Economic Development

Mr. E.D. Anthony, Assistant Deputy Minister, MOE

Mr. Bryan Allen, Community Advisor, SEP

Mr. Carl Ashley, Chairman, Haig-Brown Kingfisher Soc.

Mr. Rob Bell-Irving, Steelhead Society, C.R. Chapter

Mr. J.H. Boland,Editor Pacific Tidings, SEP

FR. Charles A.E.Brandt (yde) Chairman, Tsolum R.Enh.Com.
Ms. Nora Laynard, British Columbia Environmental Network
Mr. Ehor Boyanowsky, Chairman B.C. Steelhead Society

Mrs. Ann Haig-Brown

Mr. Fred Clagget, Environmental Protection' Service

Mr. Eric Carlisle, Editor SHSBC

Mr. David Clough, Biologist, Habitat

Mr. George Cochrane, Mayor, Coutrenay, B.C.

Ms. Peggy Carswell, Area C Director, Reg. D.of Comox-St.
Mr. V.E. Dawson, Chief Inspector of Mines, MEMPR

Ms. Norreen Devlin, Campbell River Fish & Game Association
Ms. Shirley Duncan, Sierra Club

Mr. Tony Eberts, Outdoor Columnist, The Province

Mr. Gorman Van Eagen, Secretary, H-B Kingfisher C. Soc.
My, Lloyd Ericson, Biologist, Waste Management, MOE

ME:: John Errington, Inspection & Engineering Branch, MEMPM
Mr. Ernie Fedoruk, Outdoor Columnist, The Victoria T.Col.
Mr. K.D. Ferguson, Head,Mining & Metallurgy Programme, EPB
Mr. Colin Gabelmann, MLA, North Island

Mr. Mike Gage, President, Tyee Club of Campbell River

Mr. Harry Genoe, Manager, Puntledge River Hatchery

Mr. Rory Glennie, past President, SH Soc. of B.C.

Mr. Dave Gurnett, President, Comox Valley Chapter SH Soc.
Mr. Ehor Boyanowsky, President, SH Soc. of B.C.

Mr. Stan Goodrich, Secretary, C.R. Environmental Council
Mr. David Griggs, Director Resource Enh Br. SEP

Mr. Steve Head, B.C. Wildlife Federation

Mr. B.A. Heskins, Regional Director, EPS Pacific & Yukon
Mr: Chris Hillier, Puntledge Hatchery

Mr. Niels Holbek, Director, UBC Experimental Farm

Mr. Bill Hollingshead, Regional Water Management Dir., MOE
Mr., Keith Hudson, Chairman, C-Strathcona Regional Board
Mr. Bob Hurst, Biologist, Habitat, DFO

Ms. Vicky Husband, Sierra Club

Mx . M.Ito, Director Environmental Protection Branch, EPS
Mr. Bob Jones, Tsolum River Enhancement Committee.

Mr. Gordon McEachen, Fisheries Officer, DFO

Mr. Barry Lawley, Habitat Protection Branch, DFO

ME.. Owen Landry, Chairman Fisheries Committee, ORES

Mr Mike McGeein, Area D Director, Reg. Dist. of Comox-Sth.
Ms. Lucie McNeil, Almanac CBC Radio

Mr:. William McLean, Support Biologist, SEP
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Gordon Merrick, Chairman, Oyster R. Enhance. Soc.
Doug Morrison, Head, Habitat Protection, MOE
Richard Murphy, Chairman, C.R. Estuary Society
David Narver, Director of Fisheries, MOE
Bill Otway, Ombusdsman, DFO
Tom Oxland, Director, Ministry of Environment, V.Is.
Larry Peterson, Tsolum River Enhancement Committee
Harry Phillips, The Journal, CBC TV
George Reid, Head, Fisheries Section, MOE
Ted Oldham, Head, Waste Management, MOE
Ray Rogers, Conservation Officer, MOE
John Ross, Chairman, Vancouver Island Resources Soc.
Mitlenatch Field Naturalist Soc.
Karen Sanford :
Greg Sawchuck, President, Courtenay F&G Protective ASS.
Barbara Sedgwick, President, Comox-St.N.Hist. Soc.
Scott Simpson, Outdoor Columist, The Vancouver Sun
Dave Szollosy, Head, Social Justice Office, Diocese Vic.
David Suzuki, The Nature of Things, CBC TV
Rikk Taylor, Editor, BC Sport Fishing
Barry Thorton, Comox Rotary Club SEP Proj. Director
Jim van Tyne, Manager, Quinsam Hatchery
Jim Walker, Director of Wildlife, MOE
Darlene Weir, Manager, Comox Valley Tourism
Mike Whately, Regional Fish&WLManager, V.IS.MOE
George Will, Editor, BC Outdoors
Otto Winnig, Tsolum River Enhancement Committee
Don Woodrow, Chairman,Comox Valley Envir. Council
Comox Valley Environmental Coalition: Attn P.Glazner



