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AstrOn&UtS can see lqgging 
c .. c ..... 

FathflC'brlel Bradt 
Th" 'f ornu ForC'Yff ' cam-

paip spomo,nl by B.C. forest 
compuucs has ended, not with a 
ban& but '#11th• whimper . So too 
have the full ads, 1pon§Ofed 
by Mc..\-l illan Bloei:k-1, ,.·hlch ap-
f.'t'tn'd lD The local papen. This 
.i,·m1sui1 pro1ram ended jWI 
as suddcttly iu it ~an. The ad., 
otoUnl 1tw \'1J"1uc-s or B.C.'s 
fornt industry, thar ronccm 
and catt. arid 1hrir 1~&1mm1 or 
roratry iu a ,ro,.,h indu.st, y. 

On No,·c-mt-n I. CBC chop-
ped the ' fOtt:SIS Fom-n ' ad 
ctm~, bu11ht fort:St induJu-y 
run11nuC'd then propaganda on 
other i::hannds and throuJh the 
newspaper mcdta riaht up to 
Dc c"m bc1 S ,..hen I he 
nc....-~papcn announcnl 'Louina 
Firnu Fi.nC'J S 1.6 Million For 
WU(t. 0 Thc$epcnal1ies,imposcd 
b) th" 8.C. Forestry's Minister 
wrr-c for waitina too much 
ro:utal t imbn- in 19Si. 

Km Ingram estimated that 
$800,CXXI of th ts 'A aste a.ssn1-
men1 wu lr,·i rd 11ain s1 
Mc Millan Bl oedel a hcr a 
1ovcrnmen1 -comm1ssiC1ntd in-
"'O.lig11 K>n fo und the company 
had kft ' Utt:Mivc V.Jlumcs' of 
usable ,.,ood on the gnr.md in the 
Queen Ctmiouo.. With t~ an-
nouncement ol thCS<- pcnaltit:1., 
both the TV and ncv,-ipapcr ad~ 
came 10 an abrupt hall . The 
forcst industry could hardly con-
tinue saying they carC'd while at 
t~ wne 1imc bci.n,g accused of 
,.-astina; exC"CSsivr volume!i of 
timber on our fr agik pl:inet . 

And 1987 was the very year 
that 14 million children died of 
maJnutrition and starvation in 
the Third World, primarily dur 
to the lack o f social programs in 
thCS<- countries to allcviatt their 
povmy. The social progrmas 
could not be afforded so Mrap--
pcd were these counrrics by 
merely making interest payments 
on their debt lo the countriC'i of 
thr north ; countries~ imo profit 
thai they could afford 10 wasi:e a 
rcw million dollan worth of 
timber. 

And though the TV ads spoke 
or Forcsrs ForC'\'CI". they did no 
speak or Rivers Forever, nor 
mention Salmon ids ForCVff. The 
TV ads were or clcai runnin, 
streams with umber hugging 
thri.r hank.s and someone in a 
hardhat st111ding alongside. It 
was aplaincd that dearcut logg-
inl may appear ugly in the bcjin-
ning but tha:i i1 healed qukkly. It 
did not ,flow the reality of 1he 
5.iiuation: clearcut loaing over 
vas1 arca.s on steep mountain 
slope!. dcsccndina directly to the 
river with the consequent 5.ilting 
of streams. scouring of the 
salmomd gravel, flooding in t~ 
lower regions and the Jos.s and 
destruction of property. There 
wu no mention of Rivers 
Forever. nor of Salmon ids 
fort"Va. 

Those of us who li\'C along the 
O)"llcr River know 1hat dear 
runnina Slreams wi1h limber hug-
gin,a lhe banks just ain't so. And 
we toow that the hca1ing docs 
oot lake place quickly, and that 
no matter how hard we work 10 
eobuw::c Otis llrtam, 'there has 
paaed away a glory from this 
canh.' And this is merely in-

.. M tin& more lrtt$ than Ibey 

;':afi::1
in/o/!n~~v\~ ::-:~ ac::: m.:::n:r rsi1~:'nal o~°:u~ 

thu are belni planted, the 
l()CS on to say, ls much xi·"::·.~::~:: . 

~h~~si:ai:i=:~ ~i= 
~c,~ct~l~s~rj-;':~ I~~! 
'fln_b try show louina pro-
pins 11 nearly twice 1ha1 rate • 
more 1h10 91 million cubic 
meters ptt year. Then arc a 

ftr~W:~~~~~~:C."t! 
12 sustainable economy for 

urwlvcs and for our children . 
kind or plannina and think-

~g is deaned in some cirdcs as 
environmental radicalism. 
l lndusuy wan11 to harvest 
iliorc and matt uccs; otherwise , 
Oley 1dl us thttc will be a loss or 

~

bs. h 's not really a mancr or 
hs, but of poor manaacmcnt 
u~ the introduction of higher · 

,nd higher technology which 
fC:!iults in job reduction. To pre• 
,cnt this, industry boostJ pro-
duction to the present 91 million 
cubicmctcrspcrycar. ~r:S=~o~~ ~/m:r:1:0ri~~ 
for top manaacmcnt and aovern-

Save our streams says Father Brandt m'"'., wdl . If we could '"'b 
dicative or what is happening forest companies in thr Oyster c~:~.-~f ~;?!,. ciu~1r;:,t 
throughout chc plan~ earth . Ri,'CI" Watershed do not rtquire Jhere is uuly a sustainable yield, 

In 1hr run page newspaper ads provincial go\"Cmmen1 approvals a susiainablc lifestyle for the or-
,:.1~ by McMillan Bl~el , of 1thc cunina program. It i5, , dinary citizen and more impor• 
..-anous forcstr)" personnel speak therefore, only by voluntary pro- .,,a nt than all, a sus1ainable 
ouc on pro1N.1ing the forest. on cedurcs by the forest companies . planet . 
forest management. on aC"COun- thatadvcrsceffcctsonthestrcam : From outer space some years 
!ability and on sha11ng lhe forcs1. can be minimized ." ,ago. astronauts could sec only 
Thcir photograph~ appear and And in the ads, mired MB ~.one sian of man's activities on 
~b °t.t~:o~~b~c~i=~:~ Chief Forester Grant Aifl-.cough \ e~ • theh~rcat Wall Of c;t,ina. 

loader operator, speaks out on =~ .. ruJo~~ !:ic:'cv~~~e; j ~e0:.~~"!:1~f~:.~;~: 
accountability: "the thing to love us, but I want them 10 1na forests in Bra.di and clcar<ut 
tha1•~ rvcr happened 10 Jogging critici ze us for the right logging in B.C. 
~it~hi1 >:~rs1~~v:7~

0
:~

1
~o~~~ reasons," he says. t fAn~ so the for;si indUSlry hr 

on logging in the Tsitika Valley Very "'.di! Scdimml in _1hc ~,:n:v::C ~oar~. o~th:cl~~h; 
. . Wltil Tsitika. I don't know of Oyster Rn·cr. The Iron River r Ministry of Forests shares in this 

any plaa: where we actually Sil R~. a road consiructcd by 1~ ! lolling imprint on the planet. 
down and drew up a oomprchm- losaifll . company, runs ~lei We do congratulate the present 
si~ . lona•ranac plan for a whole to !he nv_cr _for about five .miles. govrrnmcnt, however , for 

1;:et~ts'o;~~~-~ 8:;~3 ~f J;1C::i,;~~-~a,:';:: ~~:t,~:~kana'!d10~: 
thing." Ccnainl)· therewru.nrver mer meet, wi thout thebmefit ~f major parks in B.C . This is ccr-
such an apparent plan on thr a leave:spacc.Manyculvcnsfad- llinlyagrca1stcpforward.lfon-
wholc valley of the Oyster River . cd 10 accommodaic the small ty they will do the Jame for the 

rmlJ1~~~1;;\~/~t~~~ ~earn~~~ ~~~:'.rnf~~~ :n~ ~:; ~11 C::~::o~~l~:h: 
watcrshnl , done for the Regional ~uUied roads. 1 ~ave videos taken Oyster River Valleys. 
Distrid of Comcu-strathrona by lll: 1971: mo~ m~ve land When there arc trcu and 
Cha.twin Engineering in July. slides directly tnto the raver. water, the carbon dioxide rdtaJ--
1988. In 1973 Gram Airucough was eel into 1hc "mosphere from 

" Eighty per ccm or the water- quoted as saying the lron River fossil fud burning is absorbed . 
shed {Oystcr Rh·cr) is owned by Road system is a classical exam- Otherwise it forms a heavy 
fores1 companies," it Sl!id . plc of how no110 construct a log- blanket ano prevent~ infra-red 
" Logina of second grol'i·th ging road. The placemcn1 or energy from escaping into outer 
timber will probably begin in the these roads was obviously not space and JO creates the 
1990's. Logging in a watershed ccoloaically considered nor was grccnhousceffcct -wi1h attcndanl 
can have significant effects on lhe changing courst of the river higher earth temperatures, con• 
water quality and quantity in the anticipa1cd as 1he upstream sequent melting of the polar ice 
rivers and streams. As a hillside is dcarcu1 logging went ahead. Ctlp, flooding of lower lands and 
Jogged. water tuns off more This dusic road has now been the creation or dest'rts. 
quicklyand causa morccxtremc abandoned and new roads have The grccnhousc effect, the 
rivrr lcvds. The faster runoff can been constructed as the rompany disappearance or the o zo ne 
also pick up more sill and cause logs hi&hcr up the moun1ain layer, the dumping of wastes and 
1he stream.~ 10 have a higher slopes. The old road remains but dioxins from our pulp mills, 
suspended sediment load." lhc damqe has been done. which mler the oceans and kill 

by ~u~f~:sru: o'fa r= K: ~~~~tli::0°;1= .lif~vt~;~t~!Y~I 1:~~ 
program. The 1cnurc hdd by the. released; the. fomtry industry replaceable species or plants and 

animals are being destroyed by 
this kind of pollution and 
dc.strudion. There arc some who 
fed that the bomb has already 
boat dropped. 

We stand at a turning point. 
How can we k"c.ep the eanh 
viable? Those of us who live 
now, and this includes industry 
and government, will determine 
the future and the very conti-
nU&l'lce or the species. 

, Every person must c:ome to 
realize the urgency or the 
destructioo that is taking place. 

I The earth is in a highly 
, vulnerable position. Somehow, 

we must all be willing to :uljust 
olU" life style and abandon our 
wiacful ud c:arclcss practices. 
1bire wed to be an organization 

r in) Cunpbdl Rvier called Save o,ar Salmon. Now there stv:,uJd 
bt one called Save Our Euth. 

In the past we baVc. Looked at 

~~h-:tft )i;ft'r~~ t 
mah. Yieldin& without end 
w&atevcr he demanded. Now the 
cnl ii in lqbt. It can be turned 
around, but It will never be the 
aiDe apin. We belong here. Thr ~.::~::n.::~~~ 
oflJ. It ii OAIA. • 

,,e are called upoo to aeatc a ~;!::.::~ tca'nl civilizatJoo with the cvtt-
raiewtna tramConnation of the 
aataral world and or every 
bumaa beinJ, a planet thinina 
wilb fife in all of tu plcntilude 
and shot through with the divine -· ! 
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