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Have a real, non-intellectual experience, urges hermit priest 
200 crowd into Knox as popular, ·annual lecture luncheon series returns with 'wonder' as first topic 
By BRUCE WHITEHEAD talk, however. was really 
News Reporter about something that has no 

A bout 200 people 
hungry for 
sandwiches and 
spiritual growth 
f i I I e d 

substance at all. In discussing 
his views, he called the pro-
gressive concepts in quantum 
physics the "epic talc of our 
times," theories that show 
mailer can be created out of 
nothing - and dispo,ed of 
JUSI as easily. 

Parksvi lle 's Knox United 
Church Tuesday for the first 
of a series of afternoon lee- Referring again and agam 
tures aimed al elevating the to the "void," or the "abyss," 
life of the spirit. or the "empty wholeness" as 

Presented by the church's the basic ground from which 
outreach commillee, the all mailer issues forth, Brandt 
highly popular luncheon lee- seemed with great ease (but 
tures kicked off with a fasci- somewhat less persuasion) to 
nating talk by a Roman shaller accepted reality into 
Catholic priest, monk and sub-atomic smithereens -
hermit from Black Creek, insisting that the human grasp 
near Courtenay. of a material universe is mere 

Father Charles Brandt, illusion. 
ordained by the Bishop of "We think of material stuff 
Victoria as the first hermit- as the basis for our being. I'm 
priest in two centuries, capti- suggesting material is not t_he 
vated the crowd with an only foundation for ex1s-
extraordinary talk blending tence," said the soft-spoken 
particle physics, quantum the- priest in grey sweater and 
ories of the void and anti-mat- black corduroy pants. "We 
ter, and a challenge to view have to appreciate the po".'er 
the world as a unified being of the non-material, non-v1s1-
rather than through the eyes ble universe." . 
of consumerism. In what was possibly a 

Speaking on the broad reprieve from the confine~ of 
topic of "wonder," Brandt his elevated physical theories, 
shared both his own experi- Brandt suggested four con-
ences and introduced popular crete ways to make that 
scientific theories along with appreciation more possible. 
their interpretation by con- First, he said we must 
temporary spiritual thinkers remember. w_ho we ~re, sen-
such as Thomas Merton. tient and hm11less beings, but 

"Humans begin their exis- ones purposely placed on ~e 
tencc in wonder," began. "It is rind of a planet swtrhng in 
the very core of our being. space. He told the audience to 

Brandt called wonder the get outside a half hour before 
basis for all spiritual, artistic, sunrise or sunset and re~lly 
philosophical and scientific observe and feel the sensat~on 
endeavor, then went on to of the sun en~enng or leaving 
softly condemn the stagnation our field of view: . 
of wonder through mass "Most of us hve m encap· 
media and advertising. For sulated lives," he said. "We 
example, he said, by the time are not really awar~ we are ~n 
today's children graduate an earth ... moving amo g 
from high school, they have other plane~. V:e have not 
spent more time watching had an expenent1al a".'a_reness 
television commercials than that we are actually hvmg on 
actually sitting in a class- the Earth. We have to _have a 
room. real experience, _not J~St an 

The marrow of Brandt's intellectual expcnence. 

Next the hermit suggested 
humans onvcshgate more 
fully the nature of the uni-
verse. Referring to the "ne" 
cosmology" surfacing on sci-
entific circles, Brandt said 
conventional thinking on 
what the universe is made of 
and ,vhere ll 1s going j(; 
changing as sc1en1i,l\ turn 
away from atomic thcoru:!-. 
and look a1 the ~,ggcr picture 

"The uni,erse function-,, a., 
a whole." the monk ,aid. 
emhari,..mg on an elaborate 
concept of gcncsi, 1hat ulti-
mately defic, undeNand111g. 
He said hard scientific cvi-
dence suggests that mailer 
can be created out of nothing-
ness, that the void is capable 
of generating energy. matter, 
and ultimately, life itself. 

"I am asking you to con-
sider a universe where exis-
tence arises out of fecund 
nothingness," he said. "We 
insist that only material things 
are real, but where there is 

nothongness. elementary rar-
ticles will emerge." 

Brandt's final t"o sugges-
tions were about combming 
the two pre, ious ones. He 
,aid prayer, mcd·uat1on and 
contcmplatmn arc the mcth· 
oJ, human, can employ to tap 
into thi, , ital rl",ource nf ere• 
atl\e nothingnc". 'To do that, 
one ha~ to sma,b thl" e&o. 
make 1-aLnllcl',, · and com-
mune,, i1h a ,;,l•n,e ~I alternate 
reality. ltwe don't , "c "ill be 
guilt} of "pa"ing on our 
mcdioi.:-rity" to generation\ 
)Cl to come. Mc 1111:;ht, we are 
on "the verge of a new level 
of consciousness." 

" It seems to be what the 
universe wants. We are bemg 
called into this new level of 
consciousness to free our-
selves from our sma!L 
exploiting, ego-centred con-
sciousness. We are talking 
about alternate reality -
we're talking about God, 
really." 

JOINED BY REV. Foster Freed of Parksvllle's Knox United 
Church (left), Father Charles Brandt, a Catholic hermit-
priest, shared his experiences with about 200 people at 
the church's first In a series of luncheon lectures. 
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