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Watchdogs welcome because af concerns for fragile systems
Stepping up [u tltt liring ]ine trrday is

Father Ch*rle.s tsrnndt of Bliiuk {lr*t:i.1. Sin-
gled uilt *s the prirrrary turget is Jir*k llav$s,
i:!rirlslt Colu*nhri;.t's $linil[er lf Linerg1,"
llirier ;inri Pe{roleurn l,lesrureer" with }iLt-
:,pur ltr,:lrrurces Lirnited. a ntining firnt,
being rrf{t r.'d ;tr thr'-tittt'tldJr} l;lr{r1t.

Flrarult" t,reasurer lur tlu &ysterr ltiver
Enhltnt:etteytt lio*iet;'. is lr'orris,"d that the
prr:rlirrciai governrrtefll tna3 he pr&{jti$inni
two-f;lceti pclicl'. Onq: face cucuurages and
e\ eil r.){intributes towands enhancenteni. 'l'hc
ottlcr fare allowr minlng and logging prae-
!it i r rtrul rianraqr'1he er* ironment..

Manl; uf Brantit'r f*ars ;lre genriil*"
Sornu isuuos, rin the other hauq.i, q:ruiri l:,*

glrt'lum6rtions anrl ma5, l"re ;l t:;rst *f, rv*",r-
Ioadiug ltre gun. "{ii are xrorth},0[ discr.rssion
ire*au-qc Bill Vilntler italnn ir the netr kirl on
the bluck" and it is *uson[iul that tire pre-
urier's erllirunmentai policies lrNlail nt.rt iulr,'
un.r'prioritl'.

If anything. it slu;uki br. incrcased.
Suspar is tulclucting cual-rruiruing *r-

ph;r;itions ;lt the hearlwatcr.s of lVrutlhus
Ureek" a trihuhrr)'' r.rf th* {J.r,'ster if}i,i,er" T'he
1!. r-utdhus is irnpurtant tu [h* Uyster Hiter
i-rrlranuumt:ttt 5rr'irt3.'itetsttssj jl il a rflxjur
saln:r:nid spalvnlng lnd n*;lrirrg s[rcalrr" Ti're
r*nrern is {hat minirrg ln tll+: ure;; mirl'
trrullute" through tcid 6eneratitrn, thc sys-
tcm"

Brrrndl, remembt,rs that i.rresponsihle
l+gginq pr:,rctires ilr tlt* l{}$*i reriurursi.t del'i-
reated lllc fi3'$t*r:. {}nce l.hrr ril'rr bo;rstetl
anrruai spa,,v;ling rilns *f ltlS,ltl.l pinh (huntp-
lrack!, rtl"0&0 c0h0, 15,{i{H} chr.:m and JlFi
chinoui* rulntttn.

"T*elay," dr:clanes I$randt. "pink-< arr:
reduceel t$ 20t). as are *ltu$ts; coho rt-"turnr
run helween S{.ttl and 8{X}, and t}te 1$86 rrltinook
rurl rr,"i1s thre* fish""

Th+: Oyster also was n ftp' prr:du<:er i:r{

steelhr:;.id anti r:utrthroat tror.lt. iroth pri:ra-'tl li3'

freuhlv*ter recreational ilngilrrs. The rmtrs-
grcut ."iteelhead run i.c drasticalh redueetl
irne.l thc cut.throa{ arc, for tht: rnorl part.
totally hutr:hery r"lependeril.

Segnagation cf the ilyster contrnues.
ilr*ndt charges, becauso lug$n{ rr.rrnpanies
ron{inuc' e her-cutting the upper w;il.ershert.
{Jne trihutar3', Arjan Crr,'ek, il ltt;rtcri in a
steep la[c.r and hus been lug,ged rigiif to its
barlks lvirh nu consirk:rirtior for th* e*olugi-
cal dutr:iige causr+tl b3 thcr praelire.

Itunuf( clirr]ing soil and silt intri lNrt
creek is tlirected iutr: the ltlwlrr rs:a{:hes oi
tlee Oy s ter, f heru: hy rie;!.rorvin g i n te i'tehr;: te
ilfe *nd suff'ricirting the vari$us sain:orritl
eggs. Hrandt als* poinls uut that be*aus*
"no vega!"atlon reriains u; ahsorh rairifall,
fluorJirrg is rumpant arid tlre rivur l;uittrr
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On fishing

{r!*tifir.r*r to be scoul'uli tf spawning gravcl
by ihe irrtt:li"ntrr:lletf $*r"rr-rlling. "

"Thr li{lr}" $;r${: g{iirrr:"ftfiisinl tttlt[ pt]r-
m it-\ tiliii ttcgra,i-i;t ti$[t t: i $rt oxi r)ourases lttal
groups. such as ili:rsellsjs. t* e*hunce the
(.J:,,r(cr i1iver." hc f..Jnl.rliil{i$. '"Fiinte this is
llii poiisihl(r riirecii3', "uaq: huve lilr*ed t*iil,trcir
mr:afls $f rtihabiiitating st*eks rvhich, it is

hup*.id, r'iH indirectl3r esrhancc tite {}yster.'"
lle gtes on to t:xplain that the Littie

O:"ster" Ilear Crc'ek anei llurtdittts Creek are
thrr:e important, saluntn and iitcelhead
sgrawnitrg and nursery i.t il"rut* rics.

Cuh* {r1 from the O,i'ster ['l.ivt r rearing
ciran;rc! har,* been ciL]r:nlzed in the Upper
rr::*io!1s uf the Wtiodhu-r Creeli and are sur-
l iving we{I. The etrnp}itl! }tivt:r' rhapter trf
{he Stee!}reatl *rciety oi B.C. has captured
{.t}'"$ter River wilti steelhead }rrq;ud stnc}rs
and released the fr1 anri sm*lts into the nrain
river. The yr,ung iish |,ale s*ught out llte
trihrrturies {ur use *$ fiueseri*s.

Th* ie:rr, r'ery villid, !i, thlt ali firh !ifi'
iir:ruiri br dert.rtrl'e*l if ttttr fr*gile )latr*r
r}:ste!n e-tperienr:ed acirt pr.rlittti$n be*a*se
*f mininu.

"lt wttttlttr tlso destroi' r:r'er-".tiiing ltti:l
*ur urganiruli{.rn$ are struggling tt:r," s;:irl
Ilrandt. "'Nur,' the lriisilldritls filc{: t.he slltqr,"
late as the parunt rivtr. i-Iow eiln we win'I"

I.'ather l}rurndt psscs e que$l,i$?t wtrit'it,
'*,hen answered, should be mted hy ali.

"'{s it the polie5' of the Social Cre'lit
{{r}vernine}!t tr,i plece logging and rniuimg
i;lmve our {ishertesi"'

Vanderr Zaim was retuming frorn his v!sit
io r\icn 1'rlrk and llavis eouldtt't tomment
Iu:*ause he is nn holidays.

!irandi htrs *ther questio*s:
"Why dws the goverm*:rt encourag*

.!&cal 
groups of {j,uriterned citi,tens tu btlctmie

involr,ed nith *tre;lm improventert and '"*t-
tnonid enhi*ncrxnent proie*:tu, y*t take r{'r

irieiisure$ to protett thase slreams and fish
>t$cks fr{}m the obviotts destrucitve rcsrilLs
ir+rn uncr:nlruliecl lagging and prilssihle pol-
iiition lrorn ctml miningl"

linalty, he v*ants t* know if it is B.C.
gsverrlmenl '-p*iicy trl acknowtedge a proh-
lcm une 5'e;ir, then ign*re its existence the
i,.riitrving year?"

The last question stems irom Nuspar's
"t-,xploriitutns" in the Oyster ltir:cr arca.
Thc companl, hegun expleiration irt Wu*ril.lus

in Juirq rii i:f,\ir, tx,hich rcsulted in the ctn-
:;lrlrr:iilrl lrf att u,n*n-pit minql.'llte llriu,in*iaI
Uil\:*rilv.llonl. 1$ irs credit. refused to allr:w
rerluval {it :1{.!"l}t}tl [*ns of cr-rii{ iur "te*s{,"

ililrti{i$(}s ber;rrse r-'f the fr*.r ol acid gencra-
iir:lu. iirrsglur th*rr rc.:l{-!eated l(} uiiir"c nortit
*nti cunst,ru*teC an *dit aiung !l:ee lrnri River"
Euve tltrr its uptitrn urt the side arqd returned t$
lSi**r,ihus, w?rere il toRstructed arl *dit ftrr
th* runuvai of it{}fl fons of toal.

i\ spokesman in ilavis' cumnlunir:ations
departl*ellt s;rittr "tltere is rlr renl pr{)ject"
beciluse Nuspar has not *crnpletcd u Stage
One srudy. A perrnit tr,r al"t*w sumptring has
not lreen lrisuer{ and will iurr be issned unl.il
";rlI prot"rir,:rns rf envirrtnrnentat impatt"
I eave bren ;itrdrrrss*,rd,

That point inr.lic;rtes the B.L-.. Aur'('rnmcnt
ncs tare abuut environrnentcI concerns.

The curr was there wheu l$iil Bennett rvas
prumier anri r-llex llraser's highrvays de-
partnlent, crnstructrrd the Coquihalla high-
wiry. Lq.orn(' aelditional costs wore r*corr"lc'rl
siurply becausc of construction projects that
u,cre instituted in orrier to prc{,ect. the en-
rironnlent"

'i"hose same caring prarticer shcrrld be
evidenrcd in rnining ard logging.

!'rlr the !;alno reiiri$rlrr t:{-inl:erns by nrgant-
uatlons such as the Oyuteir River group
:lltoulti bc r,'aited.

,.;1-T:'.X${it
.f d; 1t'i 6L ..q *s-


