
Tltere was little trit of everlthing during rveekend
Comox Da;'s celel:rations a-nd parade, and there
rvas also ei,erylhing for the little ones, as ca:r be

leen Ey expression of youngsters on this special
float. Parade included Little Toot, providing fiee
rides for childr"en, courtesy of CFB Comox.

Oyrter Riaer l)redsing
DoW Sowght by Board
CAMPBELL RWER -\',rh"

proposed test channel h?t
rvould be dledged through tlrb
mouth of the O1'ster River
shor.rld be held in abeyance at
least until Environment Cana-
da llras finished its studies
there.

And the plovineial govern-
1.-.p1 will be strorrgly urged to
hold a public heai'ing on the
rrse of the cstuarine rcgion of
the O.vster River.

Those trvo decisions rve'l'e

reached by the C-omox-Strath-
cona F.egional Board after a
presentation by a i'epresent-

..ative of the British Columbia
Steelhead Societ-v. opposed to
t.lie proposed channel.

Paeif,ic Plavgrounds op-
erates a resort area at the
mouth of the riler, and part
of its e;ilransion plans c,a)is
for a 1.?0il-foot deep 1\.ater
r:hanncl to br: rlredged throush
the esluary r'.':irn to cir "
2,l-hour access ro its boat
basin.

At present, the basin is not
accessible durllg l,sw tide.

Aa engineering study rec-
onrmended a smnller test
channel be dug first, so tidal
and storm action could be ob-
serted to see w-hat elfect a
larger channel might have on
the estuarine region.

Both channels have re-
ceivetl a considerable criti-
cism it'oln enr,ilonment.itl
g1'oup.r.

By iollou'ing tJre adr,ire of
Rev. Charles Brandt, secre-
l:ary of t'he Steelhead sociefy,
tl:e board overruled reconr-
rnendations by its orvn envi-
ronmenta! committee"

The committee "recom-
mended th,at the Depattment
of Lancls be notified that fhe
Regional District has no ot>
jection to consuuction of lhe
test channel."

An altemate motion was pr"it
fcr'*'ald by director Dick Tre-
herne, rl'lrose electoral area
includes the O1'stet' Ililer', t,.r

hold flre test channel in
abeyance until the iederal
fisheries studies have been
completed at the end of De-
cember.

At that time t}le fisheries
-report woujd be studied by
the board, and the proposed
test channel reconsidered. An
amendment was added to the
motion that the provincial
government be urged to hold
a pubiic hearing on the rnat-
ter.

Father Brandt toid the
tn:ard the estuary was a vital
atea for the support of five
species of salmon and trout.

lle a:lso pointetl out fl:e
channel was in violation of a
recreational land leserve set
for the area by an order-in*
council of flre provincial gov*
ernnrent in 193?, and ltrat the
riireetor ol lands also reconr-
n'rended the channel constrrtc-
tion wait until the federal stu-
dies are completed.

Director H. C. McQuillan ol
the nearby Btrack C?eek
electoral area, opposed the

rvhat he called the delaying
taeties of the board.

lle sarid'the compary should
not be kept waiting forever
not knowing jf it u,ill be ai.
lowed to dig the channel.

T\vo other directors agreed
with [lcQuillan but ttre rest of
the.board roted in favor ol
delaying the channel until stu-
dies w,ere con:pleted.
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