Modify or Entirely Scrap
Pacific Playground Plans

* I should really begin to puf a little more faith in
stinet.

While writing the first piece on the environmental con-
troversy surrounding construction of a marina complex at the
mouth of the Oyster River, I had certain qualms but allowed
some logical arguments of the developer and a notfable lack
of opposition to the plans by heads of the various gmmn-
mental agencies involved to sway my judgment.

. the time, while the hassle was just beginning m de-
\'t‘lou I said the project was receiving unwarranled criticism
from conservationists.

Now that certain additional factors have come to light, i
is clear, the plans for Pacific Playground by G. S. Vle‘d
Holdings should be either modified or scrapped.

One of those arguments advanced by George Ward,
spokesman for the half-dozen B.C. and Alberta businessmen
behind the venture, involved the supposed need of a develop-
ment such as this as a boater's refuge.

He implied the marina complex would provide the only
safe mooring spot between Comox and Campbell River in
event of stormy weather.

But, as T recently found out, boats have been known to
duck into the old booming grounds just northwest of the
Oyster River and two other spots fo the southeast are also
frequently used to ride out squally weather.

Another factor to consider critically is inclusion of a sub-
division in the 85-acre development.

Sooner or later, effluent will show up either in the river
or along the shore around the river mouth.

Unless there is an adequate sewer system, large-scale
housing tracts should be banned completely from the vicinity
of lakes and rivers.

There are already indications of pollution stemming from
a massive buildup of trailers near Goldstream Park.

Luckily, the provincial lands department has turned down
a proposal by Pacific Playgrounds to build a test ehannel
from: their boat basin across a strip of foreshore to the ocean
~- pending an Environment Canada study scheduled for
completion later this year.

If the test channel had worked ouf, plans were to expand
,gus ‘cut” and fill in an existing connection with the Oyster.
- Access to the basin is now possible only at high tide.

The foreshore is a recreational reserve, created by
Order-in-Council, which obviously wouldn’t be the same with
a channel bisecting it. ;

True, agr eat deal of money has already been finvested by
the company and the success of many of its plans depends on
creating easy access to the basin.

‘But should developers be given free rein on this basis?

They should have applied for all necessary permission
before spending vast amounts of cash.

Merely spending that money should incur no obligation
~on the part of any public agency.

‘After all, boat launching facilities aren't
sectlon of the coast.

© Bui specific runs of pink, chums and coho salmon, sea-
run eulthroat and steelhead might become scarce if Hm par-
fie uJar enterprise is allowed to go through.
* * *

NIBBLES: The provincial parks branch may be making
a mistake by providing shelters for backpackers in the
Diamond Head area of Garibaldi Park ... It might not prove

io he an immediate problem, but sheltms in various high-use
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OFFER of $200,000 to defend
world light heavyweight box-

ing title against Pierre Fourie

in Johanneshurg on Dec. 1

has been accepted by
American Bob Foster
tabove). First racially-mixed-

boxing bouf in South Africa’s
history is expected to draw
close to 100,000 spectators.

SPORTS MENU

TONIGHT

HOCKEY

6 ond 8:20 p.m. —
couver island Junior
Saanich vs. Victoria, Memorial
Arena; Lake Cowichan vs. Fuller’s
Lake, Fuller’s Lake Arena.

9 p.m. — Victoria Intermediate
League, James Bay Athletic As-
sociation vs. Stockers North Ameri-
cans, Juan de Fuca Arena.

8 p.m. — Greater Victoria High
School  lLeague, Esquimalt  vs,
Mount View, Sports Centre.

FOOTBALL

8 p.m. — Vancouver lIsland Juve-
nile League, sudden-death semi-
final, James Bay Athlefic Associ-
ation, Mustangs vs. Saanich Chew
Excavating' Hornets, Royal Athletic

arKk.
THURSDAY
WRESTLING

8 p.m. —Professional card, Me-
morial Arena.

HOCKEY

8 p.m. — South Vancouver lsland
Junior “B’ League, Juan de Fuca
vs. Esquimalt, Sports Centre.

8:30 p.m, — Victoria intermedi-
ate League, Stockers North Ameri-
cans vs. Ingraham Hotel Buck-
aroos, Pearkes Arena.

South Van-
"B’ League;

Honors Captured
By Island Riders

LANGLEY —
Joyce of Duncan, riding “‘Ka-
libey,” won the intermediate
division of the three-day B.C.
championship  horse  ftrials
which ended here Monday.

Jill

Lindsay

Yonge of Saanichfon
placed second aboard “Sir
Henry"' in the preliminary di-
vision after winning the dres-
sage section and Adele MeKil-
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