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$1M ‘raincoat’ finished
Anti-pollution | , | —

project draws
world interest

By RUSS PARADICE

Work finished last Fri on
putting & giant, $1 million “rain- ! b
coat” over a portion of an aban- Ly
doned Mt. Washington copper
mine that is responsible for
decimating fish runs on the
Tsolum River.

The $64,000 question now is
will the ambitious two-year pro-
Jject, which is at least partly ex-
perimental in nature, actually
work.

Scientists and government of-
ficials are optimistic that it will.
And early indications are that the
huge cap placed over the site is
starting to have an effect.

The environmental villain in
this case is a condition known as
e e R

een ranked as the number one
environmental problem connected
L industry. A 1986
leasy 6 -sbandonﬁ hng
tock metal mines in B.C. which

roduce acid drainage.

the government did nothing
about the Mt, Washington pro-
blem, current scientific data in-
dicates that the acid drainage
process could dpersist for decades
to come, rendering the Tsolum
River mtem practically
uninhabitable for aquatic life.

It's no wonder then that the
scientific community is eagerly
%waiﬁng the results of the Mf}

uhmgmn‘ experiment to see i
the underlying theory behind it
can be applied to other sites in
the provinee.

“It’s a big, unique project,” says
Murray ith, a mining rec-
lamation engineer with the
Ministry of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources who has
been overseeing the job on a

d%wadtaybams.
I we have done here is

oing to be of interest not only
ﬁere in B.C. and the rest of
Canada, but also other parts of
the world. I think we're going to
see a regular flow of scientists
_coming here from many places in
‘North America.”

Already, scientists and techni-
@ans from Australia, San Fran
cisco, Montreal, Saskatchewan
and elsewhere have visited the
'sit%, Galbraith sa ¥ ki

ne person who is keeping his
fingers tightly crossed is Father
Charles Brandt, a Catholic priest
who lives in a hermitage on the
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banks of the Oyster River. As

(Cont.om page ) Father Charles Brandt survels_‘unique' p-rﬂect desigr!ed to curb acid drainag!e from old mine
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