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Government plans action to clean Tsolum

(Continued from Page 1)

Austin Pelton said in a press
release.

““The data contained in this report
will be used, along with the results
of future investigations, to.deter-
mine what remedial work, including
reclamation at the mine site, may
be required.”

Preparation of the report was co-
ordinated by the ministry of en-
vironment, with involvement from
the ministry of energy, mines and
petroleum resources, the federal
ministry of environment, and the
federal department of fisheries and
oceans.

“We will be conducting a survey

of water users in areas of possible
contamination,” Pelton said. “All
areas where there may be a ques-
tion as to the quality of the drinking
water will be posted.”

The report says health risk from
consumption of drinking water is
confined to Pyrrhotite Creek, but
adds there Is little chance of this oc-
curring since there are no resi-
dences or recreational facilities
near the mine.

In addition to monitoring, action
taken to date includes digging dit-
ches above part of the mine to divert
surface water away from waste
rock.

Plans include:

¢ Collection of additional water

quality and quantity data for the
mine and Tsolum River.

¢ Meetings with people holding in-
terest in the land, including surface
landowners and metal rights
holders.

* Investigation of the location and
suitability of cover material, along
with contour mapping of the mine
and waste rock.

A spokesman for the ministry of
environment in Nanaimo, Ted
Oldham, said a final decision on ree-
lamation of the mine by covering it
has not yet been made, but prelimi-
nary work will allow this option to
be kept open.

He noted that results of further
monitoring will determine what

steps are to be taken.

“We know much more than we did
a couple of years ago, but we’re still
learning.”.

Oldham pointed out that while the
report says copper concentrations in
the river are high enough at some
times of the year to kill fish, a direct
tie has not yet been found between
toxicity levels and the failure of the
1984 salmon run.

A team ;of eight senior experts
from federal and provincial
ministries visited Mount Washington
June 26, 1985 to investigate the cop-
per mine.

Brandt had sent several letters to

both levels of government, begin-

ning in November 1984, calling for

rehabilitation of the river.

A tailings pond measuring 30-40
acres and huge piles of overburden
still sit on the mountainside.

Brandt, who worked two years as
a technician for the federal fisheries
department, said he sees release of
the preliminary report as “very
positive.”

He added, though, that the
ministry of environment has to be
‘“extremely careful” because it is
impossible to prove what killed the
fish. He said the best that can be
hoped for are laboratory results
showing this was the most likely
cause.

The government could be embar-
rassed by the report, he said,

because the mine - which operated

from 1965 to 1967 — was allowed to_
remain exposed to the elements
after it was closed.

This led to the formation of copper
acid that eventually worked its way
into the watershed,

Mine-reclamation legislation was '
passed in 1969,

Copies of the report, called A Pre-
liminary Assessment of Acid Mine
Drainage from an Abandoned Cop-
per Mine on Mount Washington,
B.C., are available through the
ministry of environment’s Van-
couver Island regional headquarters
at 2569 Kenworth Road, Nanaimo, :
VIT 4P7. Phone 758-3951. 3
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