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TSOlum R. 
pollution 

probed • IS 
By FRANCES BULA 

A  team of eight  senior e:i:perta 
from several federal and provincial 
ministries  visited Mt. Washington 
Wednesday to Investigate the 
abandoned copper mine which may 
be polluting the Tsolum River. 

vlronmental-protectlon  branch, M. 
Ito, who wrote that "while I have no 
Illusions about the difficulties we 
must overcome In addressing  the 
problems  at Mt. Waablngton, I can 
assure you we are prepared to pur-
sue all possible avenues." 

Premier Bill Bennett and oppoal• 
tlon leader Bob Skelly are also be-
Ing kept Informed of lnvestlgatlona 
and action  at the Mt.  Wublngton 
mine site. 

The vlslton to Mt. Wublngton on 
Wednesday included: 

The eight  are  meeting  Thursday 
and today to discuss possible solu-
tions to the  copper  pollution. Fish-
eries staff In the Como:i: Valley have 
111Spected for several  months  that 
copper dribbling Into the system 
from the abandoned mine ls a  ma-
jor cause for the decreased pink 
runs to the river and the total ( Coadaaed • pa1e ! ) 
failure of the hatchery enhance- / • • • •· • 

Tom Oxland and Rev, Charles check 1trea11 

ment efforts. ~~-~~ ----The high-powered Interest In • 
Tsolum River pollution  II largely 
the result of work by the local 
Steelhead Society. Rev. Charles 
Brandt. chairman of the committee 

1 to rellabilltate the Tsolum River. 
bu bombarded federal and provln• 
clal mlnlltriea with letters for the 
past four montha. 

Al a result, Como:i: MLA  Karen 
Sanford queatloned Environment 
Minister Austin Pelton about 
TIOlum River cootarolnatlcm Mq 
10, pressuring him to act on tlal 
problem. 

At that tllne, PeltGn said be 
not lnfonned about the problem but 
three repraeatlltlVN from tbe pro-
Yinclal environment were 
amon, the to Mt. Wublng• 
ton WednesdaJ. 

Energy, Mlnea and Petroleum 
Resources Mlnilter Stepben Rogers 
wrote Brandt lut week to say that 
"I share your coneerna tllat effluent 
DIBJ be affecting ltocU" and 
that bl, staff will wort wWl the 111-
vlronroent roinlltl')' to "dffelop aa 
appropriate atratea for controllinl 
the problem." 

Brandt bu al8o been contacted Structure, at mlll site of Mt. Washington Copper stlll 1tencl  with overllu,. 
by the  director of"lhe federal en-_,.-- ----·----.~ ~ ~--~---•--.. --···• . .:... ___ -___ __-:,.... -- .. -- . ~- -""'-' 
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