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ffiffi* BHTTISH COLUMBIAThe Vancouver $un, Friday, Deeember 27, 1991

ffiK$${XNffi : ff}rmtectiorl ffiseded
(.ir;rrii n u*eI f r*nr ts 1

vrnting al:r*ul i[ fur a lnnsg Liru:e," he
adrir-'rl.

Ba;t if y*u're looking {'t"rr easy cul-
prits, ih*:r* arc plenty m$re, accord-
ing to the DFO report"

li-ureams are surked dry in surn-
mer so gotrf counses and suburhan
lawns can stny green, leaving little
sr n0 refuge t"or young fish"

Poor logging praetiees lmad
streams with choking silt and ercate
drastie fluetuatisns in flow. And
housing developments, mines, dams,
flarms, highways and industry are all
mqior threats"

Sport fishermen kill too many wild
{ish * those that are born, spawn
and die in their native streams. The
situation is so serious that Fisheries
Minister Jotrn Crosbie is being
ealled on by at least one group to
take strict new measures to iower
the kill.

The uses of liatchery coho to boost
the over-all cateh in Georgia Strait,
the preferred strategy since the
19?0s, has disguised an "alarming"
deeline in the population of wild
fish"

The proper approach is to make
sure [he fish's original environment
is preserved, says the report"

Yet little is being done by any
level of government to protect
streams and their populations of
wild hsh.

Municipal bureaucrats allow
development that destroys subur-
ban watersheds and streams, strips
flway bankside foliage that provides
eover and shade, and turns living
streams into low-cost, toxin-laden
sts;rm drains"

The provincial Water Act does not
pravide for the proteetion of fish,
and actually forbids government
ofIl*iais from clenying water perrmits
*\'en rvhen it is clear there is not
*ruiugtr rvater in a stream to support
all the permits on it, let alone the
fish.

Government documents extolling
the virtues of habitat preservation
abound" But the good words seldom
Iead to good aetions.

The 1982 Pearse royal commission
on the Pacific fishery, the l9th.such
special investigation by govern-
ment, recommended that Ottawa

and B.C. team up for an inventory of
fish habitats in B.C.

An internal fisheries document
said in 198{ that habitat degrada-
tion threatened most of the prov-
ince's productive aneas for coho and
that "almost all" coho Stocks were in
decline.

tsut the only action by government
has been to issue more reports.

In 1986 Ottawa issued a new poliey
aimed at protecting spawning
streams and rearing areas for young
fish, places which then-llsheries
minister Tom Siddon called
"national assets."

The policy said all levels of
governrnent should be consulted in
decisions about managing fish habi-
tat.

Yet to this day, DFO's own habitat
biologists are not consulted when
decisions are made about managing
the fishery.

How much habitat has disap-
peared? Nobody knows, according to
DFO.

"Data is not available to quantify
the amount of coho production
which has been lost over the period
of decline," says the 1990 report.

It's not uncommon for provincial
fisheries branch staflto be closer to
the problem than federal counter-
parts.

Branch biologists regularly walk,
raft and even snorkel down streams
to gauge the health of cutthroat
trout and steelhead, two seagoing
species under B.C.'s jurisdiction.

Vancouver Island biologist Craig
Whiteman notes the problems facing
"his" fish are shared by eoho
because all three species spend at
least one full year in fresh water.

He says, diplomatically, that DFO
has failed to integrate all its respon-
sibilities into one cohesive package.

"My perception (with DFO) is that,
there's not qtiite the strong linkage
between what's happening in stoek
and harvest management in saltwa-
ter, and what's required on the
freshwater side to sustain those
Iisheries," Whiteman said.

Brian Tutty, one of seven DFO
habitat biologists responsible for
tending all watersheds in the south-
ern half of British Columbia, says
federal fisheries is lagging far
behind other levels ofgovernment in

keeping an inventory of streams and
water systems.

"The old way of using maps with
erayons, quill and ink, is over,"
Tutty says" "We're into the com-
puter era, but we're caught in a tech-
nology transfer. A lot of communi-
ties are into new geographic systems
of keeping their information and
we're still running around with cray-

ons and maps."
But the promises keep eomidng:
Last year, Prirne IUlinistel Brian

Mulroney announced his "(Green
Plan for a healthy environmsent," a
tr ?4-page document pledging, a among
other things, better protectition of
fish habitat through the Fishheries
Aet.

The plan reiterates the *'nco net-

loss" poliey and a promise it will be
in place by 1993. ,

Almost 10 years after the Pearse
report, there are glimmerings that
such an arrangement may occur, but
so far it remainsiust talk" And while
10 years rnay be a short time in the
lifespan of a bureaucrat, a decade
reaches across four generations of
coho.

AT WORK OR PLAY: Rey. ffharles Frant at peaee inr a stream MARK VAN MANEN


