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You nray have noticed

cars stopped along the high-
way in Courten?y, between
Farquharson Farms anci

Superstore, and perinlc
looking thrclugh licopcs an'-i

binoc,ulars at clne particular'
bird feeding arnong tlrc
trumpeter swans in the l;trge
field.

The bird is tlre rare
e mperor goose (Chen
canagica) whickr breeds
(and rnostly winters) in
Alaska and eastern Siberia.
But it does winter irregular-
ly south along the Pacific
coast to California.

This magnificent bird
with a white head and black
throat was first observed
and identified by Len
Iivcrctt, a local sportstnan
irncl naturalist lrorn Comox,
or) Dcc. 8. What was strik-
ing ahout thc goose was the
c,lor oI its lcgs, not yellow,

but golden.
According to The Birds

of British Columbia, the
emperor goose was first dis-
covered in B"C. in 1894 and
in 21 of the following years

through 1984. It has been

reported in 22 localities in
8.C., one of them being

Campbell River.
Although thcrc is r)o

mention r.rl' Courtt'.ttily, t lrc

species is listccl in tlrc
Comox checklist as ittt itcci-
dental visitor, i.c., tlut ol its
range.'['hcrc iirc onlY twtr
records ol'birds irt cultivat-
ed fic ltj s .

An emperor goose feeds in a Courtenay farm
field. Gharles Brandt Photo

A1 4 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1997 COMM

Emperor goose is an unusual visitor at Farquharson's

C;firnflALrMiT$

Rare sighting made
n r:lrc birtl was rcccnlly discovered

ilrnorUl 'l"rultt1rctcr Swelns fccding near the
l)ykr: Roatl, silys nztlurillist Charles
B ranrlt.

'l'hc [:nrprcror Ci<xlsc u/ils rcccntly sfrct-
tcd and idcntil'icd by [-cn EvcrcLl, a

Comox naturalist and sportsman, said
Brandt.

"The mre Emperor Goose breeds, and
mostly winters in Alaska and eastern
Siberia, but it does winter irregularly
seiuth along the Paeific coast to Califor-
nia," said Brandt.

"Whltt, [o mc, wils striking ilbottt thc

goose was the color of its legsn not yellow

but golden," said Brandt.
Emperor geese have been seen in B.C.

during only 2l of the 90 years following
the first sighting in 1894, according tll The
Birds of British Columbia, said Brandt.

" It has bcen reported in Z2localities in
B.C., one of them being Campbell River.

Although there is no mention of Cour-
tenay, the species is listed in the Comox
Checklist as an accidental visibr,"

Only t\{o recorded sightings of Emperor
geese occurred in cultivarcd fields, said

Brandt.
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