
THE STEELHEAD SOCIETY

BRITISH COLUMBIAOF

COMOX VALLEY CHAPTER
P.O. Box 3811, Courtenay, B.C. VgN 7P2

2364 Cat;re'rwooo Roai
RI=alr Craa'v R f \Iq.Tplsvrr , lrv

Jan. 18, 1994
The Honourabi e Anne Edwards
t"(inj-ster of Energy, l'iines and Petroleum Resources
Room i33, ParLiament B1dqs, Victoria, B.C. VBV Lli4

Dear Ms Edwards:

The Comox Va1 1 ey Chapter of the B. C. Steelheac Society
continues to have a deep concern f or the enhancement of t::.e Tsolum
River contaminated by acid mine drainagre.

in the U. S. almost 20,000 kilometres of rivers have::ow been
kiiied by acid mine drainage. We have our legacy of biocide on
Vancouver Isiand, the TsoIum River near Courtenay, B.C. A toxic
iiquid whrch originates in the abandoned Mount l,iashing*"r:: Copper
Mine empties into the Courtenay Est.uary via t.he TsoL''::i River.
This abandoned mine is a prime producer of acid mine dra::rage.

Fish and other aquatic living things are being exposed to
1etha1 leveis of copper in the Tsolum River. It is difi:cult to
estimate how much acid drainage it takes to ki l.1 a river, bu+'
extremely smail concentrations of dissolved copper in waier can
kiLL fish. The once magnificent runs of salmonids in ti:e TsoIum
have been decimated.. The copper continues to flow.

Your l"linistry, along wlLh the Provincial. and Federal
l"linistries of Environment, has undertaken the task of stcpplng the
flow of copper from the Mt. Washington minesite. This work began
in 198B . Considerabl e expertise has been uti i ized. in soi'.ring the
probiem. The work done there is know world wide. Anc yet no
e^ lrrl- i nn l-:e haan f nrtlrnnmi nne 4 urf v.r.4..:, .

We have no irrf ormation that any control work wil.1 be
continuing at the minesite this sunmer, other than peri:aps some
monitoring. Can you give us information as to your plans for the
immediate anc near future that wili bring thj-s work to co:npl.etlon?

Sincerely yours,

j'at5er C:lar - es A. x. df 6,IlQ-'
Cha:5:Tian, Tso,un R.iver Enhancement Committee,
'l:nc:i 'i a-. ey Chapter of the 3. i. Steei::eaci Soc:e:i'
23Di Cac::erwood. Roac, tslack C::eek. ts. C. V9i i i3
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