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I was a Boy SHeocout - an kEagle Hocout actually - and 1 used to teach at
summer camp at Uoceola (). 1 o was a counselor there and tauwght some
natural history = things Like Bird study.

I didm™t do much fishing as a boy - my +ather was keen on +ishing. he
aricd my older bhrother used to go to Lake of the Woods., | was aware of what
Fishing was all about, at least a little bit. we umed to fish for
cattish in the Usage River, 1in mid Missouwri. Bat [ really wasn’t into
trahing hetore I came oulb here. I was interested 1n natural history. I
started out the first vear | went to William Jewell College —- - 1 won - a
scholarship, I used to debate 1n high school., | used to orate. Bo L owon
a scholarship to William Jewell college., which 1s very close to FRansas

ity

I was really interested in natuwral history. The second yvear 1 went to
the University of Missowri, and they have a course there called Wildlife
Clnservation, and Dr Rudold Bennett Was the head of 1t. It was guite an
outstanding couwrse, I was Jjust there for about eight months. Thalt was
sort of the bheginming of the war, and I was 1n the enlisted reserve Ccorps
armc so 1 went out to ClOlorado and studied radar engineering Lo bhecome a
technician for repairing radar eguipment. And then the dratt came wup and
I was called, and I went to Leavenworth, Texas -—— bLbheppard Flreld —— and |
was Lnducted and took a serles of teshts,. My dad was a pirlot in the tirst
wor Lo war and I7'd alwavs wanted to bhe a pilot, so | took these tests and
I gqualified in all three divisions: pirlot, navigator and bombardler. i
was a cadet, and went to Walla Walla COllege +for some physics and math,
and then to cadet training in Santa Fe, Calitornia. Then they decided
they had all ot the pilots they needed, and 1+ we’'d gqualitied 1n one ot
the other air crew positlons we could select one., Wer wer-e 1 this Dhig
auvcitorium and the major saitd, "Mavigators on this side, bombardiers on
that side.” I kept switching back and forth and he +inally saild, "Time's
up!'" I was on the navigator side, s0 1 went ahead and went to navigation
training. T be a navigator yvou also had to know a bit about
bombardiering, so I took +ow months ot bombardiering.

I was commilssioned as a second lieutenant at Hondo, Texas., and got my
wings. Then they were looking for flight engineers, and my dad, who was
in the army at this time, in San Antonio, said I should go for that. Ho
I went out to Victorville, Calitornia, but then they dropped the bomb and
the war was over.

Then we went to Clovis, New Mexico. During this time 1 was really very
much 1nterested 1n religlon. I wanted to get this thing squared off
bercause | was going Oover seas. I was 1n the oftficers club at Clovis one
day and there was a newspaper called the Clovis News Jowrnal, and there
was an article called The Farson in 1t. I didn’t know whalt a parson wWas,
it e Lo ewe 1X. I looked it up later and it said "a parochial incumbent,”
s 1 ostill knew less about 1t was. It was by a Dr LCalvin. he was a very
good natwralist, he was writing about some trips he had made to Tuoumcaril
1 Mew Mexico, and the birds he had seen. I thought, welil, this gLy
Enows something more than Jdust religion. So T went in and introduced
myself and met his family. Then I sent through what they call a
"confirmation course instruction,! but I didn®t think 1 was ready +or
tiat .
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HO. anyway, I was discharged, and I was accepted at Cornell Universit S |
was really interested in ornithology —— birds -- and they have a
depar-tment there, and they have one at the University of California. So
I entered there about mid-term at Ithaca, New York, and while I was there
I took the prerequisite courses in biology., and so forth. Then I got a
scholarship in bird sound recording. Yyou®ve probably heard these records
put out by the Laboratory of Ornithology - on bird callbsy Well . 1

helped do that while I was there.

I was really interested in religion, and I th ought, "Well, perhaps what I
really should do is study for the priesthood.? So I spent a summer in
HFittsburgh, & place called Gibsonia - the HT. Rarnabus Brotherhood. This
Was an outgo of this Dr Calvin that I7d met in New Mexico. while 1 wae
ther, an Anglican deacon came through $rom Philadel phias guite a bright
VLG Ly . He saild, "Well, you should really study for the priesthood.®

Doy I graduated from Cornell with my Bachelor of Science. The My I was
going ta go around the world, but that didn®t come off. B I decided I
was going to study for the priesthood, and I went to COlorado. You have
to be of a certain diocese; this friend of mine, Francis Volcker BBl S
deacon who is now an ANglican priest, knew Bishop Bowen in Colorado. I
went out there and he accepted me as a candidate. then | entered the
seminary in Wisconsin called NMashotah MHouse. 50 1 studied there for three
years -—— the scriptures, dogmatics, liturgy -—- in the cowse of time I
Wats ordalned a deacor - that ' s the first step.. 50, the priesthood was
comirg up, but I owas sort of uncertain about énglicanism ~- | was lookin )
really tor the Catholic Church , and I thought that Rome was wrong about
certain of their teachings. Onglicanism was the closest thin o ote othe
Latholic CHurch. Anyway, 1 was still a little bit uncertain.

Anyway, [ took a Bachelor of Divinity from Nashotah House ¢ and then ]
wanted really, a contemplative live, a life of praver. There was reall W
nothing in the Episcopal CHuwrch. Some friends said, "Well, you should go
to England and see what they have there." So I did. I went to England
and | looked around at variouws religious houses. Then I went to a Lo ace
up in Mertield, up in the west riding of Yorkshire, in northern England.
't was kind of a scholarly commuanity and yvou could sort of follow WAL
own trade. Do they said, "Well, if vou're interested in a life of
prayar, we' Ll give vou lotes of time to pray.” 8o they did,

While [ was there they said, "Well, vou should go on for yvowe

ardination.  You ve done yvour studies.”" It was kind of difficult because
L was an American citizen in England and there was no precedent for an
American being ordained in the CHurch of ENgland. So they went back and
they found a precedent - George 111 or somebody BOome AMerican hacd bheen
ordained. Do then I was ordained by the Bishop of Wakefield. I have the
bible upstairs that he gave me for the ordination in this big community.
I was there for about a vear and a hald and I decided, well, I don®t
really belong in England. But I was still interested in this lifte of
praver, s L made a trip to Rlme and Assisi. and I returned to the US,

I laived ftor a time in Connecticut, a place called Gavliordsville. There

waw an Urder of the Holy Cross on the Hudson River I was interested in ——
st of promoting the contemplative life in the Episcopal CHurch. I had a
hermitage there and I was chaplain at Eent School., a boy's private school
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I remember that first vear | was there —- August and bHeptember - I saw
all these pink salmon splashing Just below owr swinging Dridge across he
Fiver. A female pink looks very much like a trout, and I thought these
wenrre very large trout. Beautaztul, big fish and [ was quite amazed. They
wenre all digging redds dust below the bridge. That was my +first
ttrocdaction o salmontds. That would have Dbeen 1 7 HD.

David Muir took me oulb once on the Tsolum Hiver, somewhere Dhelow the
power Limne, and gave me a lesson on +ly casting. And then he said,
"HMere, take this." and he gave me his rod and his line and a couple of
Flies, 0 1 was in bhusingss. I still have that rod upstairs. Lo that
was sort of the beginning.

I remember the big runs of coho that wused to come up, and steelhead. It
Was a marvelous river for fishing.

Inm *&7, federal fisheries decided they would do an experimental hatchery
on Headguarters Creek. Hince 1 was there -—- right across trom where they
e e arnc they needed somebody to look atter the hatchery when they
weren't around, and also help construact 1t. I was hired as & techniolan
-------- a very low grade, but anyvway there was some income there to buy this
property here, with what | earned.

The experiment was to do with pink salmon, and Dr Robby Bamms had
invented what 1s called a Bamms Box —— a rubber lining insicde the
hatochery into which they put lavers of gravel, then eqggs. then lavers of
gravel., and built 1t up up to fouw teet in depth. Then they channeled
the Headguarters water through that, so 1t was the same temperature as
the i ver., It was to simulate a stream condition inside the building.
The purpose was - grdinarily vouw would have used Heath travs i1n the
past, and they found when they hatch, the alevins are kind ot moving
argund all the time and using all this energy. Whereas 1n oa stream,
underneath the gravel, there 1s very little room for them to move, so
they conserve their energy and get larger., and are more equipped to live
a lLonger, stronger lite in the ocean.

I helped with that. For the first +ull year we got a retuwn ot about
5,000 pinks., The following year we only got about 200 because it was the
aff year. They tried to go down and seine some §ish, but they couldn™
get any, so they closed the hatchery down., o I was hired as a careltaker
o 1002 month.

During that time I began to +ish for steelhead and also tor coho. 1
would fFish primarily at Dove Creek, there would be steelhead there and it
was a marvelouws pool. Also fishing for coho —— they would come in In

emar Ly Uoctober with the big +treshets, These were bilg +ilshh —- Ll s
pounds. S0 that was my introduction to fishing on the Tsolum RKiver.

I really wasn™t aware of that mine when this hatchery was going —— you
Erow, it began in &4, Dave Muir used to talk about 1t. He was concerned
about the tailings pond emptying into Wolf Llake and then i1into
Headguarters Creek., I remember the big trucks - I got splattered once
winen I owas riding my bicyole with a new Cowichan Indian sweater on. Lo |
knew the trucks, but I didn®t really relate to them, 1t wasnt 1in my mind
that there was any damage taking place. |
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Feople were talking about arsenic getting into Wolt Lake and coming oW
Headguarters Creek. But I can remember Dave PMulr was concer mec about thil s
mire and he talked about the mill and the tailings pond —- - and he was
concerned about the tailings pond.

I began to get more commissions for book binding, so I realized 1 bad to
Lnow more about it. and I had to know more about paper. bHo |1 spent a
couple of months in San Francisco studying, this would have been in °/ Dy
I was studving with Btella Patri and Peter Fahey, two book binders and
paper conservators, Then I came back and applied for a Jobh at the
Library of Congress. I was just about accepted there, but +or some reason
I cwasmn®h == I forget what it was. The I had a call from beorge Gunha,
wheo had established a regional conservation centre in Massachusetts, on
Fhe Mereimack River. Somebody had mentioned me to him and he said, "L+

v come here and do book binding for uws, we’ll teach vou paper
conservation.” So I went, this would have been in November of 745, | was
actually earning money while 1 was there —— ot much, but something.

Then I decided I should go to Europe and study where they had better
centres. after being there for a year and a half, George Gunha actually
Mel ped me, e wroate Lo a'lot of centres i1n EBEurope. = book binding, paper
and conservation centres in Germany. S0 I went to a place called Ascona
in southern Switzerland and studied fine binding for four months. While
I was there, I got a call from the Canadian Conservation lnstitu ber an
Dttawa. I had been in contact with Dr Nathan Stolow, who had been the
founder of that, and the purpose was to establish regional centres right
across Canada, like the one where I was in North Andowver, 1in
Massachusetts. He said "Would you be interested in working tor the
Canadian Conservation Institute?" and that was at a big salary.

S they flew me from Ascona back to Ottawa, and they paid me Bo00 & day
and all my accommodations, my &ir pPassSagR.... hey 1 mterviewed me, and
then they said, There was an opening in Vancouver and another one in
Moncton, Mew Brunswick. I was interviewed there by the director and ne
said he would like me to come. So I actually was hired, then they +lew
me back to Euwrope, to Ascona, and I finished up my stu dies. They
actually paid me $3,000 to finish the studies, which was pr ettty nice.

Then I went into Bermany and studied for about six weeks in Munich, at
Gtats Hibliothek, and then to the academy in Vienna, the British Museum.
Then I +iew bhack to Canada.

T had a van I had left with some friends in North Andover, so [ picked
that up and I drove to Moncton, which was about 500 miles. I really had
no intention of doing it all in one day, but I started out and the
weather was nioe. I got to Fredericton and had dinner, then I thought |
might as well go on to Moncton, it was only about 110 miles. S comilng
in, it was dark and it was raining, and I hit some D Lack 1ce on a huge
Hille.. the hills there are long, long, long hills, not like we have
nere. They Jjust seem to go on for miies. Ho when | hit ‘the top gt this
1111 and went over I realized the car was out of control and there was
pothing [ cauld do. I was on ice!l, It was really scary because 1t
lasted so long., and then I finally went off the highway into a big snow
bank. I was fine, a bit shook up, but the car was a write-ofd. 1| had 2
insurance, so I got $4,500 for that and I bought another one.
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| started working there at the Atlantic Lonser vation Centre, which 15
part of the Canadian Congervation Ins titute. I was hired as a paper

11111 = L]

conservator at ®18, 000, which was pretty good for that T4 me . I was there
o fFour YEealrrs.

I began to fish for Atlantic salmon on wee kends, in the Miramichi. You
know, there is very little free water where yvod tan tisghy 1t s . Tike

Erigd and = it*s all private water.  But there i1s a atretch there near
Miramichi where I would often drive up and stay overnight. I mever got
into a salmon, but I got into grilse. They were three-pounders and they
took a fly. There was one stretch of water there, you know, you would
gab- inte’ @ big- line ~= vou ¢go to the top of the line an d sort of work
rhemselves down. Eventually yvou would get to the hot sp ot and get three
or four strikes. It*s all fly fishing in New Brunswicock.

O couple of times 1 got down o e e Rivepr in bova Ssceatlia, bhear

New Glasgow. I had some friends in AMherst . I would stay there. Bub the
fact is I didnt get any fish. It wasn’t like the Miramichil .

I was there from 795 wuntil 80, and then due to budgetary r eatiraints the
centre was closed, and the one i1n Vancouver was C L oesed. I went back to
Ot tawa and worked at the big centre there {for_ about & year an d & halt.
Then there was an opening for & paper conservator in Mapitaoba, in
Wirnipeg. They wanted to set up a state of the art conservation lab for
the provincial government. Ho L app lied +or that armd 1 won the
competition, so I left CCL an 5 [ by that time I had acquired a sm all
EEsl Q- i had worked for about five years. 5o I left and 1 we T e o e
Winnipeg and set up the lab, we ha d almost a million dollars to do that
so it was really a very good conservation 1ab.

Then, from there I retuwrned to here. You know, most of the time I would
come back for two or three weeks every year. [ had a tenant living here,
a2 family, and they would go someplace an d I would move in for a while
while they were gone. Bo, you know, I was always back here. Then in
@, "84 1 moved back to the hermitage on the Oyster Hiver. I had this
new conservation lab built by a contractor in Campbell River. [ wnas
nlanning this for quite & while. in fact, this one big board cutter cost
me $10,000 for that one machine. SHo this was al 1 being sort of planned
during my last year in Winniped.

[ made two long trips to the States to vi sit my family in Kansas City,
ard then in 89 I went to India for two months, in the state of Tamil
Nadu. 1 went there because Dom Bede Grittiths, I have many of his books,
what he did he went to India in 35 and took the Fenedictine life, but
instead of taking all the gothic chuwrches, gothic windows, they adapted
themselves to the Hindu way of life -— their tem ple, their religious
garb, the Indian scriptures. Tt was Catholic. but with an adaptations.
I had followed his writings, and I had friends in Uk 1 ahoma —— Gister
Fascaline, I had known for years. She had set up an ashram something
like that. so she sort of encouraged me to go.  Bhe's been there a nu e
oF times. 5o I spent two months there. I had a hermitage. Simple, but
it had running water and the food wasn’t too bract . 1 got really sick the
fFirst ten dayvs 1 was there. [ was on the Fauury River and 1 would watch

the boys fishing, Just with & stick with a line on the end of 1t and a
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little hook. They would catch these little fish, 20 or 320 of them, and
take them home. there would be enough for a meal for their family, I
CpLien s,

Ldidn’t do any fi1shing while I was there, L had my binoculars and 1
bought & really good bird guide, so I did some birding while I was
There, L-used to walk along thHis rtiver... the is a lot of pollution in
india, they are building dams there and they have a lot of nuclear power
stations now thalt the people are concerned with., There was a woman and
Fer husband there - her name i1s Dr Joanna Macey, from California —- I
guess she’s & Buddist. She’s wvery much into ecoleogy, ‘“Thinking like a
mountain” -— that’ s an expression from Aldo Leopold, whom I consider the
tounder of North American ecology. What he means by that —— he was a
FOrester. ...

In the times of Newbon and BGalileo, if we could get to these little basic
partilolesg - the atom - 1t we could understand that we could understand
the whole. What scilentists are finding out today is that when vou get
cdown to subatomic particles, they don't behave according to any 1aws.
ihey are Just little packets of energy. and every particle is related to
every other particle. He calls it a complicated web of interdependent

el ationshiip. That" s what all these people were talking about - the
@arth. Where we're related -- 1t7s all tied in together. We are working
against the earth instead of working with it. The earth has been working

pretty well for something like 50 billion years -—until we came along.
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When I came back in *85, Frances Bula wrote this article "The Tsolum
Fiver is Dead." 1 was quite amazed. Then I heard the bteelhead boclrety
of BC was reforming a chapter in the Comox Valley, so I went to the tirst
meating. We made ow first commitment the reclamation ot the Tsolum
Fiver, and during ow second meeting several of wus tormed a commlttee. I
ended up as the chairman.

We started writing letters to the government, to all of these ditterent
people, and we finally started getting some responses. Tom Oxland, who
ia the head of the Ministry of Environment on Vancouver lsland became
very interested. He invited me up to the site and he had all ot the
experts there from the Ministry of Resouwrces, and mining, Eelth Ferguson
from Environmental FProtection in Vancouver -- the federal Ministry of the
Ervironinent washte mamnagement people. This would have been i1n "d/7.
They toolk samples, trving to find out a sort of - a strategy; They hired a
consul tant from Yancouver. They came up with recommendations, which was
breek to us,

Ariother project we considered because the government was really dragaing
their fest. You know, we began in "85 and nothing was really started
until Te8. During that time a Unitarian minister, Reverend Jack Eent came
out to visit and did an interview for a newspaper article he was
wreibing.  He mentioned that his son—in-law, Dr Dai Jdones, was i1nvolved
with some sort of a bacteria. bug study. and had & friend down in
Tennessee who had a system for precipitating copper by using bacteria —-
hugs. He came to the valley and talked to the Rotary Club. My immediate
response was that he should go down and talk to the ministry ot
environment, but he was reluctant to do that. He came to the bHteelhead
Society meeting and there was a lot of enthusiasm shown to br Jones®
MrOiect.

The ministry of the environment was a little cold about 1€, but he
eventually did go down and talk to them. They felt it was a good idea,
but it needed more research., and they might help with the financing to do
some additional research because of the lack of background information.

We decided we would go with the government®s plan, and about that time
they did get a budget. In "88 they began working up there. Where they
took the ore from, is an area of about &0 acres. They started in “64 and
went into receivership in 67, and they Just left this open pit. They
didn’t reclaim it. they didn’t cover it —— there was no requirement then
from the government for them to do that. There was the north dump and
the south dump. The south dump drains into Mckay Lake, which goes 1nto
Mekiay Creel, then joins Murex. I[t's 0K, there’s no copper there. The
north dump., the east part, which drains into Pyrrhotite Lreek.

What they did, on the east part of the north dump, they hauled all the
loose material they thought might be contaminate, that might be ieaching
stutf inta the river. They put it all into one big pile — they brought
i1 trucks in. As they were doing this, they mixed it with limestone,
They created what we call & big tow on the east part of that north dump.
Once they got it all into place, they then started hauling till -—— wnich
is a mixture of clay and gravel and sand. They were going to cover it
are metre thick over the whole tow. They didn’t complete 1t that summer,
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and they came back the folliowing year, "89, and finished it. It s cal led
a "raincoat,” and the purpose is to keep water and oxyvagen from getting
into this overburden, so we wont get the leachin £]: = - 850 there wont be
any action there,

Then they discovered that even when they got that finished  there were
still some spots on the pit floor where the pH was very low, so there was
a Lot of acid being formed. They figured they hadn®t got all the
material, so then last summer they started cleanin gt thwmopit ftlaor &
pit. They got this one area where they got right down to bedrock. &1l
the way from this raincoat up to the to P of the pit -~ about 40 feet wide
and several hundred fest long. They used hydraulic water pressure to
clean il off.

When they monitored last spring. copper leveles were djust as hi ah as they
had been in the past.

Lt they +find there is no leachate forming there, then they gaing Lo
conclude that 1t’s being formed by the rest of the rock that®s left
sitting on that pit floor. And then they are going to have to decide if
they are going to clean the rest of it up and put it in a pLle and cover
i g 1 T

Anather thing they are talking about now, and this is quite interestin i
LLit+ Rainey, his idea was, from the very beginning —— e thinks this is
a big failure up there, you know - he suggested to them was to create a
Limestone pond so all the water went through that. That would neutralire
the water and precipitate the copper —— that®s what +h ey are - doing up in
Westmin, tor example, they have these limestone ponds. They looked at
that -—— that was one of the options of this consultin it LBt Bt Ehaw
thought that would be too difficult. Acress is gitrieul bt and yeruld have
Lo do 1t every yvear, and there is a problem with snow. There are all
these complications in creating that kind of a pond. 8o my su goest i on
was this year, now we see it’'s going to take longer than we ori piral Ly
thought, 1t might be feasible to dump some lime in there while th By S
getting the thing cleaned up, and at the same time we could be
introducing fish into the river and Just be speeding the process u A

ik <

Another thing they are thinking of very seriously is creatin 0 & bhog, a
kind of a marsh area down below, and planting it with all kinds of
plants. FEelth Ferguson. who is an engineer with Environment Canadazs N
thinking of introducing pig manure. What this will do - L odon’t o quite
kriow what®s the difference between this and Dali Jones® process « DUk he
says 1t's a different process. It s anaeroblg —— instead of oxidizing
they reduce it, they take all of the ouygen away. Then bacteria are
tormed and they precipitate the copper. Other people 1've talked to seem
to be interested in that. This is something they could be doing. They
Nave tried this some place around Halifax and it seems to be working
cuite well. I teel very hopeful and convinced they are going to solve
this problem eventually.

John Keyes, an entomologist, said vou could set up a control area . Lhen
1t 1t is polluted vou have something to compare it to. He th eghd 3t
would be possible at the time, I don®t think he thinks so now, that if
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vl went in and measure the actual invertebrate life in a river, so mach
ner aguare meltre, so many different varieties, and so torth, then later,
it it's messed up by Guinsam Coal., and these invertebrates decrease, then
that?s an indication it’s from the mine work, mining the coal. A number
of people are interested in that. John Ross, who is the president ot the
Vancouver Island Resource Society in Dampbell River —— 1°m a director ——
he got a MILAF grant From the government to do a study on all these
rivers and create this contraol =« the Oyster. the Tseolum. Fyrrihotite,
Huinsam, Campbell.... Gary Baldwin worked with that -~ he’s a biologist
e they had a crew and they collected the insects and ldentitied them.
The report has never been forthcoming. John Feyes 1s primarily a
taxonomist -~ hes interested in looking at all the little mouth parts
ang so faprth - an we don’t really have anvithing vet. We have

something. Like we know the Quinsam is the richest of all these rivers,
papecially at the outfall, the Middie Ouinsam. The Tsolum is probably the
least productive. The Ovster isn®™t much better. The Lampbell 13 hetler
than we thought. Just giving them numbers, the Quinsam would bhe about
29, the LDampbell about 9, Oyster maybe 2, Tsolum 1 1/2 and Pyrrhotite
ENT O It has to do with the weight per square meter of organisms.  The
numbers themselves tell you something - 29 i really rich, that’s the
hest river, and Fyrrhotite is zeroao, there’s nothing there.

e Oyvster is a concern right now because last summer 1t was the lowest
Lhat 1T can remember . But that® s also true of other rivers - - the bHtamp
ardd the Gold were all low. DROWTH

The level was so low that we were concerned at the hatchery that 1t might
he too low for the intakes to function +rom the river. It also created a
prablem with the diatom growth, we had to clean them ottt all the time.
There's a possible subdivision going in just above my place and everybody
is taking water from the river. There's a petition up at Robinson lLake,
near the Ovster Rowl, about 60 people have signed it for additional _
water, additional wells. They are talking about putting in either a well
ar some kind of a take-off from the Ovster just above the highway

g does. S there is a real scarcity of water and we are really concerned
about that. The etfect on the river.

Campbell River has had their eye on the Oyster River for yvears. Hack in
*hbh, 67 they were talking about putting a dam on the Oyster River
hecause they needed water in Campbell River. They have alwavs been
talking abpout & dam. I my opinion we should never have a dam on the
river, I'm very adament about that. 0On Wolf Lake, for water retention,
it s Dk

About three vears ago we got wind that Cream Silver was going to do some
drilling, in fact they did do some drilling, and they used part ot an
existing road and constructed a new road into the siding. This caused a
Lot of media attention through the Friends of Strathcona. [ gave several
tal ke at ralliles.

Nuspar was a proposed open—pit coal mine going in on Woodhus Creek. They
wanted take a "test sample" at something like 20,000 tons, which was a
prethty good size. They were already mining and they had never dong any
preliminary work, impact study —- so that was our concern there.
Consegquently., that was disallowed.
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When Facidic Flayvground was proposed in 770, Al Druba was chalrman ot the
Local steelhead group and I was the secretary, and Harry Thornton was
prealdent ot the SHEBEOC. I prepared a bried for that on behald the
olteelhead Hooclety. We really fought that hard., L did a lot of letters.
Then 1 lett betore 1t was finally settled. & chap by the mname of
LeHaron, a sociologist | think, was appointed to conduct a hearing on
that., His conclusion was that 1t really should not go ahead, bub it
eventually did.  The thing that didnt happen there that I'm grateful for
Le they were talking aboult putbting & big berm on the other side of the
chamnel , which they dicdn”t do. I don’t think 1t has been very
detrimental, I dont think there has been any movement of gravel, the
heaches seem To be the same.

The HHBLE 18 sponsoring a study on the Oyster River watershed, and L think

hhatt s edtremely dmportant.  What we are doing, we have hired a

consul tant —— e Frank, who 18 & forester, a solls expert - known to
all these people at Fletcher Challenge, and they respect him. What he 1s
doitng 1s making & study of past, present and future logging on the Oyster
Hiver, and the i1mpact 1t has on the watershed. In the sense of how 1t
attects peak tlows and movement of gravel. how erosion attects the soll.
Do that’s arn ongoing thing at present. In the past there 1s no guestlon,
according to DRFO reports each vear going back 60, o6&, &7 - - about the
time [ moved to the Oyster Hiver. They began to clearcuat in sarnest then,
that” s when they bullt the Burma Road. From that tCime we' ve had some
really bad +looding. I " 7% and again in "800 they lost houses. i lost
Ly 000 feet of river on my property because the river changed i1ts course.
Lt used to wind down around my properity. There' s no guestion that the
clearcut logging they have done up there has had really delieterious

efttects on the river in the way of flooding and the movemsent of gravel.

Another thing, 17ve got some very good shots from a helicopter of the
estuary. You can see this whole tanning ot gravel - and that’'s whers
the gravel is now from the Oyster Hiver. These fisheries reports mention
w0 many places that are Jjust bedrock, there’s no gravel lett, 1t s all
moved down.  When yvou clearcut you remove all the root system. it’s fine
for about five or six yvears, then the roots begin to decay, then they
lose thelr hold and no longer retailn the water or the snow, S0 you get
reat movements of water. What 1t does, 1L moves the gravel and the eQos
1 the gravel -—— Lt attects the whole water system. There have been so
many changes to this eilver through high water +1ow.

I remember when 1 came to the Oyvster River, the whole quality ot the
rlver was ditferent. I remember walking up at the end of Glenmore Road

and the nice pools and the movement ot the water. That s all changed now
and there are empty gravel bars in a lot of places.

We' ve got the Minitstry ot the Envicronment involved in o a study on the
Brown slime that has formed on rocks in the river. It's called a

i atom. [t's a form of algae. They ve +ound it now in the Heber, the
Stamp. parts of the Gold., They +ind it’ s oot $rom nutrients, like
phosphates, they find 1t growing in rivers that are nutrient-+tree and
pristine. It s not sewage. It seems to grow 1n rivers that are
2xtremely low, like the rivers have been this summer. Lt has attected
the invertebrate life — decreased 1€ 1in the Heber — oput 1t dossn’ T sean
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to have done that in the other rivers. It's probably always been there,
but until you get low water conditions it hasn®t been growing. That's
another thing with logging., we get very uneven +1owsg -—- - 1n the summertime
very Low, in the wintertime very high.

L look at this Oyster River valley, and perhaps the Tsolum to the
Funtledge as kind of a region -~ I wall it a bio=region. Pve lived in
this now tor &9 vears and 1 know the plants and the birds and the rivers
and +ish and so forth. S0 we have a hatcheryv... What [ would like to
see ~-— and this was the... UBL Farm wanted ouwr long range plans for the
hatohery. I"m on the fisheries committee of the Oyster Hiver Fnhancement
sDociety. Some of the people said we would go-1n kpr chidseak . cobo and
pirnks. S0 I sort of formulated what our long range plan as far as the
tishery was concerned, was to return the Oyster River to its ori cpl ol
capacility +for salmonids - the touwr species of salmon - plus cutthroat
and steelhead. That’s out goal, to do that if we can. My feeling is we
shiould work with what was originally in the river, the ori Grrmal spectes,
arnd return the river to that level. So that brings up the idea that we
are teeding over the winter something like 98,000 chinook. That's VET Y
popular o in the eyes of the commercial and sports fishermen because +t Frey
are very keen on that. DF0D they like it because there has been such a
statrcity of cehinaak, it loelks. gond., I go back over these records and one
year —— back in 1995 - there were something like 200 chinooks counted in
the river. UOr-dinarily there have heen 2%, whereas there were over

-n
-----

100, GO0 pinks, 35,000 to 40,000 coho, 15,000 chums, and there were al WELY
good steelhead in the past and cutthroat. 8o my feeling would be that we
haven™t had very much success with coho in the hatcher " e v oy - SR D VB
we had an escapement one year, they got loose and went back down into the
river. But I really think that®s the big thing we should be workin g on
-~ tirst of all coho and pinks and chum, without too much emphasis on
chinook, because this is not a chinook river. It's not deep enougii,
there’s not enough water, it doesn’t have the right type of gravel.
Whereas it's a perfect pink river, it’s a good coho river -- the coho can
get out of the river and into the tributaries like Bear Creek, Woodhus
Lreek, the Little Oyster, those are all good tributaries. We now have a
Ladder up on Woodhus Creelk so coho can get up more easily.
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There' s mno guestion that beaver dams can be the saviows of a fisherv.
That' s why the Oyster River i1s i1mportant -— there are some good
tributaries where coho can go and fry can swwvive. It"s like Blaclk
Lreelk. [t goes dry in the summertime, but they get into the beaver dams
aon the tributaries. With pinks and chums there is no problem because
ey go right down to the ocean, and chinooks, they spend eilther four
months or a vear in fresh water betore they go down.

What o wowld like to see, 14+ the river gets operational again as far as
qood logoging practices are concerned, and there 1s enough timber up thers
to maintain proper +1lows., And as the +tishing retuwrns to some sort of
Brstoric levels, then the hatchery would disappear - thalt’'s 1in terms of
A commerclal hatohery.

'm absolutely opposed to a dam on the UOyvster. Just the whole image of a
clam 1% repugnant. lLLike the dam on the Funtledge., tor example, the ettect
Lhat s had on the river. - The Lolumbia.

The government has glven wus $25,000 a yvear, and this will be ow second
year. Welre called a Fublic Involvement Frogramme, and there are several
scattered all around BC. The there is another programme called the
Community Ecomomic Development Frogramme. I think there are 19 of those.
In a sense they are slanted toward native people to give them

emp L oymernt . I visited one of those last summer wup in Fort Hardy., on the
Huatse Hiver. They have a budget of $180,000 to run that place and they
have tive emploveses., That’s the way we should be going. but 1t s very
dif+icult to get into that., 1f not ilmpossible, because they are just not
allowing any new CEDF projects.

There might alwavs be a place +or the hatchery, but nobt as & commerclal
brevt Clngry | e YO Enow, we could work with steelhead or cutthroat.

I see whalt hvydro development has done to the Funtledge Hiver. 1L was
betore my time, but there used to be a wondertul run ot chinook into that
Fiver, and that has certainly been screwed up by what Hydro has done.
They wsed to go all the way up into Comox Lake and spawn 1n the

Lrwil ckshank Hiver —— a beauwtiful river. All that beautitul gravel and

Lh e wasted now becauwse 1t isn™t utilized, Ioguess that s why 17m
opposed to any dam on a river. They've been so destructive.  Look what
they've done to the Columbia River -—— there are a whole series ot dams.
They are thinking in terms of power —— they aren’t looking at the whole
carth in a balanced sense. They need energy., so They wrilitse ofd something
elese to get their energy. Write off another resowce such as fisheries

I EE UL CE . I think eventually the source of energy 1s gQoing to be solar
enerygy rather than hydro, rather than coal.

Some of the best agriculbtuwre land 1e the Comox Valley, and they do some
farming along the Tsolum RHiver. They itrrigate and take a lot of water and
that s again kEind of a tragic thing. The Tsolum this yvear is the lowest
that I7ve seen. It's flow i1is probably below 10 cubilic teet per second,
arnd 1t would be lower than that 14 we didn’t have the dam up there on
Wol+ Lake to open up to increase the flow around August 1O5th for the
pinks.  Hut these farmers irrigate, and they are taking a Lot ot water
downstream, which is certainly depleting the Tsolum River.
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I suppose the alternative might be to have deep, deep wells. L dan™t
Lrow encouah about this because I'm not a hydrologlist. Where can we tap
water so i1t won't interfere with the watershed? I+ yvou go deep enough
vou might not affect the rivers. Bubt that' s for the specialists to tell

LLSS »

A fish I7ve enjoved the most is +ly fishing ftor pinks along the mouth of
the FEeogh, and this vear at the Oyster River. | don®t realy enioy too
muwch the mechanics of fishing - salmon +ishing +rom a boat. Lt's great
I"m sure if vou have all of the equipment, but it"s muech simpler 1+ you
can Just put on a pair of waders - or mavbe you don’t even need waders
------ - and Jdust Ffish along a river or an estuary without a lot of equipment
Like boats and trallers and ramps.

I really endoyvy fishing at an estuary, along the beach or in the river.
Those are my favourite types of fishing. Like coho at Black Creel,
cutthroat in the Ovster and along the estuary. Agalin, 1t seems you have
a better relationship to the earth, the water, the birds and so torth 14
vou are doing it in that way.

I"ve been out a few times coho fishing with my friend bGordon FMerrick,
who's the chairman. To me 1t's never very pleasant., You'ee sitting
there and getting all these fumes, houwr atter now, sometimes no +1sh.
The other is a much calmer type —— like Izaak Walton said, i1t's the
contemplative man™s recreation. Fishing from the stream or estuary or
beach 1t s not so high-tech.

I do mostly flv fishing now. The only difficulty 1s steelheaging in the
winter, I'm doing most of my steelheading in the Campbell. Five +fish
there, twice a weelk for two months, and I really get satiated with
steelhnead. You kEnow - that’' s enough. I+ vou get hold ot four $Fish 1n,
ore day, that’ s pretty strenuous fishing, especially when some of them
are big fish e - 1I7-pounders or so.  And there have been some big fish
Thils vear.

The biggest steelhead I ever caught was probably my first one. Thal was
hack in 19266 on Christmas Day. It was 18 pounds 6 ounces, taken at Dove
Creelk hole omn the Tsolum. Then I got another one, remember the run ust
below the bridge there omn Farnham? And that was a big +tish, too, probably
albout the same s1ze.

I was ordained in "&b, and my dad gave me a Hilex reel, and 1 was using
that. It was interesting. I was talking with &1 Limber and I said,
"Where can I fish?" He said, "Go down to Dove Creek, that’s a good

ol ace, I had this big rod == it was a terrible thing, yvou couldn’™t
break 1T down.

The reason I got that Scientific Anglers System was, I was thinking ot
getting a rod and I was at Haig-Brown®s. I was talking to Rod about that,
so he told me about Scientific ANglers. I pushed him a bit on it, and he
Mad all the files in a big cupboard under the stairs. He went underneath
there and dug through it and found the literature. That’s how 1 happened
to get that system, was through him, through his recommendation.
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Wihen | 4irst came here, atter | buillt my hermitage and got the bindery
set up, this would have been 1n “63, 1 needed customers. David Malr used
to come out and check the guage there, and we had a lot ot conversalbions
together. I talked to him and he said., "Go up and see Hoderiok

Hat g—Hrown. " 17°d never heard of him. Do I made arrangements with FHay
Lunmirngham, who was the pastor there. I o was going to spend the night
there —— they have a little place in the chwoch, upstairs, living

crrar b s, o I o went around to the HUMF station which was right across
from where the tishing ramp 1S NOW. I went in and said 1 would like to
“oderick Haig-Brown. He came out, and he was wearing his maglstrate’s
Frone,. He was really gquite fierce, he had a kEind of a +tirerce look on his
face . Lobtold him what I was up to. that I17d set up a bindervy. He told
me, "I°m a professional wreiter!" You know, that's who he really was. He
was gquite intent on that.

That same day 1 went around to the hiagh school and the librarianm came
out, and 1t was Anne Halig-Brown, his wifte. Lo we had a wonderdtul tali,
and she invited me over to the house that evening. Then | owent around to
a lawyver s offtlce looking +for work. I +torget who the lawyer was, Dot he
was married to Valerie Hailig-Brown, so0o 1 met Valerie that day., too. I met
Chrea Halg-Browns in one dav. That was the +tirst time | mel them.

oassisted Hay LCunningham for about a yvear and a halt in the parish,
@lther going there, Gold Kiver or Sayward on the SHunday. o 1 would
tfrequently go over to the Halg-Hrowns bhetween masses, o they woul d
invite me over. bHo 1 knew him guite well. e actually gave me a +1vy
casting lesson out omn his lawn. He used to keep a rod in the Library,
Ehere was sart of a long ledge in front of the shelves, s0 he always had
a rod there. S0 he took me out and gave me a lesson wsing this
Doelrentitio dngler’s SHystem. That s the one leasson | had from bhim. It was
A beautitul place —— they have a beautitul lawn.

Me came down to my hermitage twice. Uhnee, 1 did some binding for him and
we had to select some leather, and then I showed him the hatchery there.
And 1 pointed ouwt to him that run, and he +ished there +trom that side -
he cowld look at 1t as he crossed the river, and he sald., "yYes, | can see
vhat rhav’™ 9 & gobch-smune

They used to visit in ldaho — - Bumpy. HemmilrngQway - they knew, he’d Qo
there +or conventions. They brought back one of his bhooks. I bound that
for them and they presented 1t to him, Bumpy.

In relation to the hatchery on the river, I Just ran into Fete Law a tew
davs ago. He was down at the mouth of Black Creelk. He was telling me how
this increase in pink salmon has really helped the cutthroat 1n the
Ovaster Hiver. They swam 1t from the Council House down, and they counted
O putthroat.  Gad he said, “"ihat’s just & Labble hit of the piver."
There ig all the rest of the river they didn't swim. %o that's quite
amazing. When they seined, they golt 260 brood stock., almost
urnbelievable.  And some of these were really big +tish. Right here where
I 1live on the Qvster River, I can go down, there’ s a run right down below
me, almost alwavse I can get into a cutthroat. There's that white water,
they lie in that pool. Gbood size and they take a fly very well, 1 use a
little shrimp +ly. Ho 1t's a marvelous river for fishing. There' s a

ok

pink fishery now, there’s cutthroat -—-— down at the estuary. Up +rom the
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estuary there’ s a point a guarter of a mile up, sort oFf a gravel Dbhar
gailno - out. That s a wondertul spot +or cutthroat. I"ve been down there
at least two dozen times, and 17've always gotten into one, two, sometbtlimes
a number ot fish, but at least one or two.

They are about halfd and halt.  When they swam the river they ftound there
wenrer gquite a ftew wild +ish. I think that s the big problem, people will
kkill the wild +ish. They should be lett entirely. IPm really happy
about the cutthroat +ishery on the Uyster River, and that' s something the
ministry of the Environment, especially bGeorge Reid has been working on
for vyears. L once swam part of the river with him. We went in +rom the
Canyan area, way up where they pan for gold —— vou go up the Uyster Main
and the road that goes down. We started there and swam all the way down
te bthe placer mine site and ran 1nto some beauwtidful cuatithroat. You know,
there 1s a lobt of white water, and they really like that kEind ot water,
it S - SRR He was thinking of perhaps building some kind o+ side
channel +or cutthroats up 1n that area.
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I would approach the topic of education a little bit differently to day.
There has been a sort of evolution in my thinking. L ike 1P mogoang Lo
this conference on Spirituality and Environment, and going to India was
very helpful, too. You know, all the great religions like Hu cldht sm,
Himduism, Taoism, Christian Mysticism, Islam —— they nave what we call a
perennial philoeosophy. This goes all the way back, away hetore CHrist,
thousands of vears. The idea of it isn’t Jjust matter out there, 1t°s
£illed with some sort of basic consciousness and spirit. There 18 a
unity betwesn man and natwe and living things. This was a p i Losophy
that was accepted in the west right up to the Renaissance, to about s B 5
Then a group of scientists, who were religious people as well == Hip
Francis Racon, and Isaac Newbton, Galileo, Descartes. They came along and
they began to look at everything outside of mans® spiri toas sort of a
mechanical system, the earth was purely matter. That it ctaey cauld
understand the atom, the little building blocks, then they could
understand the whole. Everybthing was jdust built up from the parts.

We have lost this, what I call perennial philosophy, this unity af all
heings, except the native people still have it. They Mave this wonder+ul
GERMEE like Chief Seattle’s praver: You are one with natwe, nature 1s
one with yvou, we are all part of one another. Thomas Herry speaks of the
four components of the earth: the land sphere - that’s the earth, the
water sphere —— the rivers and the ocean, the air sphere, and the 11ive
Grbierea - the plants and animals. This is all sort of one big organ 1 1M
we call it Gaia. Then there is the mind sphere —— man 1% glven
consciousness of this. An what man has done with this mind sphere he has
taken these fouwr components and he’s altered them geologically,
chemically, in every way. This happened after this new way gf thifnking
about the universe - there was the industrial revolutiong haigh
technology. and man began to manipulate the earth, to exp 5 B el S ool It°s
Mad dust dire resul ts.

Fart of this logging we see, and pollution, everything is really due to
mans® manipulation of nature, of the earth, in a really deleterious
MaEnner . in a way that it can never be the same again, but what L ehvink
we have to do is get back to this sense that this unity of all beings,
regain this sense of the perennial philosophy which we've lost. That to
me is what ethics is really all about. I don’t thipk you can. dust

requl ate people and say yow mustn®t do this, people really have to see
this, they sort of have to experience it. Like Iraalk Walton said., when
we go fishing, we sort of enter into this sense of oneness of being with
nature. That's why river fishing to me, or estuary ftishing, is kind of
Fhe ideal way, because it's a very lelsurely, contemplative, no pressure
way of fishing. Getting in touch wit M the earth.

The environment I live in is a very beautiful environment. Feople come
here and they see this setting —— the trees, the river, arnd s forth.
This 16 a very genuine part of ey lifte - it 1% kind ot three levels - ;
[*m really intent on the contemplative aspect... What 1 mean with the
contemplative aspect is we have an ordinary CoONnsSclOusness, Like when we
are talking: we are conceptual, we have ideas; we are creabtlive: we write,
ard =0 forth.  Fart of that flows from a deeper consclousness, of

course. There is this surface consciousness, but we have a deeper level
of consciousness, and that’s really what the contempl ative lite 15 =~
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it*s kind of a non-conceptual way of approaching reality with a deeper
level of conscilousness, which is not conceptual, 1is not thought out, but
it brings you into contact with the earth, and with people and with bod
in a way that vou can®t really do with thought. That’s really what the
contemplative lite 1s.

That s one level. 1 E¥hink that out of that I am concerned with what
flows from mans® spirit —— what he writes, what he creates from his ink
ar cratts. First of all I'm concerned with really restoring preserving
mans® spirit, his contemplative spirit —~— mine and other people, and then
restoring what flows from that. That's probably one way 17°d apply to
hook binding or paper conservation —— it's not Just to make money, I
don't really need a lot of money, but it's a very satistying thing
because 1t's close to mans’ sprrit.

The third thing is restoring preserving the earth. L we don’t restore
the earth, preserve it, why we have nothing. @ Museums like to preserve
Indian artifacts, and they are nice. Feople compare them with Ficasso
and they are guite beautiful things... their weaving, sculptures. Hut
what®s really impartant is not Jjust to preserve their artifacts and take
them into a pristine environment, but to preserve thelr spirit, thelr
culture that the artifacts flow from. To do that. vou have to preserve
their environment -- their rivers, their streams, thelr mountains. S W
have to look at the whole earth, not Just one little artitact and getting
it out of the bad environment i1nto a good enviraonment —— & MUSELIM. B
museums have Lo go out and look at the whole thing today.

So anyway, those three levels of preserving the spirit, what tlows from
the spirit, and preserving the earth —— 1 guess that’'s basically what |
Nave Lo say.

The Indians still have this, what I call perennial philosophy, this unity
of we are part of the earth and 11t 1s part of us. I don"t say the young
bucks have that, but I think the elders do. I think we shouwld really
ligsten to the elders. We just came in... there haven™t been any
treaties, especially in B.C.. or very few treaties. We just took the
Land and Douglas was a little bit concerned about certain burial lands,
hut that was the extent of his real concern. I teel they have bheen
really unijustly treated, especially the Catholic church I think has
really been bad in their treatment of the Indians. Trying to force a way
of belief on them, and try to destroy their own culture, their own native
spirituality, their natural mysticism, earth mysticism. Today the church
really realizes that the white man has introduced them to drugs, tor
example, liguor, in a sense we are really responsible. I fteel very close
ter the native pegple, to what I call their natwal mysticism.  Their 1s a
bad element., too, this agoressive, violent element, but you +ind that
everywhere., But [ really would like to see a settlement of their land
clalmes - I think that’s extremely impartant.

I-don®t Ythink they want it logk, stock and barral == {"munot afrald cthey
are going to take my property -—— 1t's not my property anvway., 1'm Jjust
wsing it while ['m here.

They used to come over and fish the Oyster. The first time I ever met Lal
Woods - the Oyster used to go down and go around the back ot all these
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homes on Catherwood Road. I guess it was in "80 it shot straight

through. I met Cal on one of those little runs. He and his son were
fishing there, it was the first time. He knew who 1 was, and of course 1
cran who he was —= we'd never met. “This was the time the Facific
Flavgrounds issue was up and I went with Barry Thornton down to the

|

Oualicum once and we met Cal Woods and his son. Once [ went to a
conference at Maramata —— 1 was representing the Steelhead Society -—- i
intraduced a movement to this group that the estuary be retained. As 1T
was, the marina went ahead. 1 had a number of meetings with him. He was
impressed by the fact that I did a lot of work on that. He said, TLE
everyvbody worked as hard as Charles Hrandt on the Hteelhead SHociety, we' d
really get things done. "

He was a very amenable person, very ftriendly.

Jarctk Hames award
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