
A letter addressed to Mr.
Ian Donalcl, President, Chief
Executi ve Offi cer, Fl etcher
Challenge Canada Limited
and Atr. R.B. Findlay, Presi-
dent, Chief ltrxecutive Of\icer,
Macll[illan Bloede] Lintited
and filed with this newspaper
for pultl i c ation .

Tire Bioregion of the Oyster
River Watershed is of very
deep concern to the mernbers
of fhe Steelhead Society of
British Columbia. Those of us
rvho live rvithin this important
rvatershed, rvho have hiked it,
fished it, and n,orked lyithin it
a]'e deeply concerned about
tire devasLation tirat has oc-
curred there in living nlernol'y.
We have experienced and
observed the effects of )ogging
(a1ong rvith ot;ircr ci"luscs) on
t,his n,atersJrcrl: Lht' rlcclirrc ol'
salrnonid stocks, the scr"ics of'
floodings in the fall-rvi nt,cr'
months, dangerously lolv floil,s
in iate sumnrer, scclurirrg o['
sparvnirrg beds rvith nr ovo -

ntertts of gravel out inLo t,hc
es[uttry, ]oss of pr'olrrlrt.y irrrrl
strearn ilack erosi on , th t, c r rt -

ting clf new chirrrncls rirrrl
hcar,), silting of' existirrg
s pit rvrr i ng gravel .

As 1)r'esidents of tlre lrvo
rnajor Iogging conlpilnics,
coln i) ir n i e s th a t h a'u,e
]rarvested this rvatershcd anel
continue to do so, and cont-
panies that own outrig'ht 78
per cent of the com plete
w,atershed consisting of' 368
scluare kilonietres, we ir.re
lvri ti n g to you of ou r colt cc nt

Concerns about O ter watershed

LETTERS
art d to sh arc rvith you the
stuclv rtrccrrLlv corlrploted on
tire 0ysto' lliver Wal.ershed, a
study fi nanced by the
Steelhead Society of B.Cl. The
plu'pose ofl the study is t<r

assess the cullr ulativtt r:l'fecls
of tirnbel, larvcst,ing (1last,

1)r'uit,rrt irnrl [\r1,rr rt') or) t]rcl
O.\,*1,('r' Ii ivt,r. I)r'rri rurplr'
h v tlrol o;1ylstrca rn fl orv/ll sh t,r'it.s
resorr I'cc arrd thcrrcc Lo dcvclop
[] su'jcs o[ ]'ocoll) r]r('nrllrt,ions
f'or Iirtrrrc firrcst nranrrgc-
nr ori t,/siLc rl i t,igltt,iorr rlr ()iISr.tres.
'l'o 1lltt, cnrl \\/() Irln'r: ]rircld il
licsislo'cd I)r't,rfirssiorial For'-
ester knorvrr t,o you r stal{'s. In
c0rlrp)cting this sturiy our con-
sullanL iras 1rird an extrentely
str"ong lcvcl of" cooperation
f \'orn nrenr llcrs o[ you r respec-
tive staf[s in t]re Courtenay
lurrd N,lenzies }lay areas. We
irre proud of his rvork and of
you]' cooperation .

IJlrsed on this study rvhich
ir as not yel been nrl cirscri t o
thc pl'css or to alt.y olher'
ilgenc1,/, il nunrlxlr oI kc.y itr()irs
]'e(luirirrg rrrit,igirtion ]urvc bcrrrr

identified. These areas which
are idcrrtified focus mainly orl
road construction and
maintcnAnce, slope stability
concenrs usually related to
past roird construction prac-
tices, r'ate of cut by watershed,
regencration delays and plan-
ning'. Sorne of these areas are
of rl er:p concern to the
Stcclhcrrd Society, especially
sonr 0 o{' the conti nuous clear-
cu t logging that i s occun.i ng
at higher elevations where
there is a, slorver greenup time
rviLh c0nscquent loss of,
snorvholding power which con-
tributcs to peak flows as well
ils t,o lorv florvs. The report, 8S

.y0Lr u,ill see, is site-specific.
W e are r,vriti ng to you to

invjtc you to sit dorvn with
rn()nrbcrs ol the Steelhead
Sot'ir,tv rrrrrl our' ('()nsult;arrt to
rlist uss irr rlctlril this irlllor'-
tartL stud.y, to cxarnine with us
sonr c of the key areas that
hrrvc bcen identified, and es-
pecirrily to look at our recom-
rlrcndafions based on the
stu dy.

We fecl sure that you will
itg)'(10 thilt tire time has come
to think in terms of
biort,gionalisnr, that every
usol'of'such a region and
rvatcrshed should be involved
in Llre decision nraking for
tirrrl region, rvhether he or she
Ilc an engineel' or forester,
{jshe}'nran or birdwatcher, res-
idcnt or whatever user person
or g roup. The Oyster River
rvatershed is a "Cornrnunity
Wrrtcrsh0d" and irs such the

ri ver is a function of all the
activities rvithjrr its drainage
and we rnust realize that
rnany user groups including
re si de n ts 1i vi ng rvi tliin th e
rvatershed are dependerrt upon
the *,alersJred. In reality, it is
a firr deeper" question: how
should humans live upon the
eartir in a mutually enhancing
relationship with all other
menrbers of the biosphere
(p1ants, animals, etc.)? I{ow
can there be progress shared
lry all the components of the
plan et?

Tc this end we would like to
see an Oysler Ri ver Drarinage
Wertershed Managelllent
Cornrnittee established. The
rvatershed n ould be nranaged
for an 'optimunl' levcl of
berrcfi ts frorn the watershed as
il rvholc and at the same time
tturitrt:rirrirr;1 l'()(llrircrl lr:vcls of
rva te r'

Wc
ti on s:

qga I

cl ose
it.y Irnd cluantity.

rvith two ques-

1) Wili you sit, doln with us
ilnd examine in depth this
stu dy of the Oyster River
drainage sponsored by the
Steelhead Society of Bri tish
Colurnbia?
2) Will you consider becoming
a member of the proposed
Oyster River Drainage Water-
shed Managemen t Committee?
FATI{ER CHARI,ES A.I.].
BRAI.{DT
Chairman, Oyrter Itiverr
Watershed Study Corn mittee
The Steelhead Society of IlriL
i sh Ccil u rrr bia
C-onrox Val Icy ( )hirptcr"
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