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Future rs now at ski resort
By Kim Prinz
North Island Weekender

Despite a boom in construction.
a newly paved road slated to be

finished by 1996, and marketing
strategies that include the Lower
Mainland, Seattle, and much of
the Pacific Northwest, officials at

Mt. Washington still maintain that
it's a destination meant mostly fbr
islanders.

"We're not trying to be a little
Whistler," says CEO Pat Dixon.
"We're trying to be an isitrnd
resorl. that ol'l'ers islandcrs the best

recreational value they can get."
But the "best recrcational

vaiue" is not coming without
some controversy. Many people

are dismayed and alarmed at the

amount of construction taking
place at Mt. Washington. Some

arc concerned that thc environ-
ment is taking second place to
progress.

"The construction of the new

road has caused a lot of problems

recently," says environmcntalist
Father Charles Brandt. "There are

serious concerns over Brown's
River, Dovc Creek, and the

Tsolunr River, There hasn't been a

problem lately bccause it's been

The regional district's ncwly-
fbnned liquid waste lnanagcment
committee could be costly,
Director Brenda Leigh warncd
last r.veek.

The committee is to make rec-

ommendations to the regional

o

fairly Jr1. but once the rain starts

there ,.i i11 be heavy siltation in
those rivers."

Buti li-rat. according to Dixon. is
not thr: rcsort's responsibility.

"Th; highway project stufT -we ha.. l no influence over that."
says Dir',n. "That's the responsi-
bility of the Ministry of
Highr,,.rr s. It's their project."

Six iilometres ol' mountain
road i. erpected to bc paved fbr
the opening ol ski season and the

rest oi the l9-kilomctre stretch is
due tr. be completed by Nov. 1,

1996.

Hor,.c',er. according to Brandt.
ii isn': .rust the road that's causing
heavy .iltation in the surrounding
water.;ecis.

"Tl-"e new condos and ski
iodgc. .ire causing a lot ol'pollu-
tion," s.ry s Brandt. "A lot of silta-
tion is ;orring fiom this area. I'd
hate 1,.- see tremendous develop-
menti,I the area, but that secms to

be w::,:t they're planning. I'nr
very r(:\ ol'all this construction
up there."

Dir rr. horvever, rnaintains that
there -,re strict environmentaL pro-

tectior, . alegies in place during
the cc:.iruction of new buildings,

which has included the comple-
tion of 85 new units this year -three condominiums and l0
chalets.

Currently, a 14-unit duplex sub-

division is under construction and
will be ready by Deccmber.
Dixon also says that thcv arc in
the midst of planning a ncw lili
installation and the planning
process will continue through the
next year.

Father Brandt is also concerned
about the tiesh water supply tbr
all thc new huildings going up.

"Where are they going to get
water'?" he asks.

Not a problem. according to
Dixon.

"We're drilling now ro identify
new sources." he says. "We have
enough right now to service the
existing buildin_es, including the
rrew duplex."

And de spite Father Brandt's
concerns over the sewage dispos-
al, Dixon is contident that their

new method of disposal will bcn-
ciit the surrounding environmenr.

"We're installing a program
that will lead to irrigation of the
fbrests with the cffluent," he says.
"Thc solids are shipped down to
Comox Valley, hut the liquids will
bc trc'rted through an acration
process and then be spread on the
fbrest. So wc're in good shape as

lar as that's concerned."

Fertilizin_e the lbresl is not the

only thing Dixon has been work-
ing on. This year, many of the
runs have been revegetated,
including Rainbow, Jack's Traii
(which was also recontored - n0
more stopping in the middle), and
numerous areas around the lodge
have also been revegetated.

"Of course," says Dixon, "ytru
won't be able to see any of that
work because it wiil all bc cov-
ered in snow come ski season."
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Wi:lt,ut a plan. thc district can-

not bd-rin to solve poilution prob-
lems * hich plague Baynes
Soun

Brrrt :idded, "It doesn't have to
be p"iinrial rnoney. We can
apprc.;h this in somc other way." I

Vancouve-r bland Owned &
Fair Pricing & Service for a

Operated Since
Longtime to Gome.


