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REV. CHARLES BRANDT AT MOUTH OF OYSTER RIVER . . . "the whote estuary would be turned into r mini-port" -Sler:6 
Eosch Fhotol



PACIFTC PLAYGROUNDS LTD. MARINA . . . firm wants td dredge new boat cha'nnel through delta
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Everyone \Mants piece o$
By II,IOIRA F'AftI'tOlV

COURTENAY As B"el"

riv*rs Bo, the O.vster River
near here is a rnere sliP r:f a
thing only 28 rniles long.

But for dee ades it's been

knorvn by sport fishermen for
lts salrnon, steelhead and
sea-run eutthroat trout"

And even those without the
$aintesi interest in fish ltave
*nj*i e.d il:e welrl+ 'r;-Bt*-'r alei
sitver-v sand*-bf iiid-beaeh af
the river mouth.

In reeent :Iears" hor,r'ever.

loggers of MacNlilian Bloedel
Ltd.. have moved into its
upper rvatershed. graduall;"
stripping off the trees, in
rnan.v CIlaees right to the riv-
er's edge"

Th+se wh* live near the
Oyster t*11 h*w the icgging,
u:hierh lessens the soil's abilit,rr
t* retain iuater. hiis slibjeeted
the river tG fail an"d rvinter
fioods.
in rain.v weatl:er, mud and

silt frorn iogging roads strides

dovrn infe the stream where
eggs and f4' nuud clean grav-
el to survive.

The floods have caused such
erosion that sofi1e residents
with river frontage have bull-
dszed gravel out cf the
stream to shore up the banks
of their property. Now much
of the lower section of the
rir,'er has been buildozed into
c h a n n e l s rvhich biotrogists
ciaim are lethal to fish habi-
tat.

Ilore lnterest in the Oyster
has come from the Campbell
Hii.er \Yater Board, which has
applied for a licenee to use 11

miiirr:n gailons of water a day
from the rir,er.

Final11"'. there is Pacific
Playgrou:rds Ltd.

This colr panl'. rvhich was
incorporatei ,n Alberta. plans
a 3l0-acre d e '-elooment in-
cluding a sub,dii'ision. condo-
n.iniuns. traiier,, shoppinq
centre, iuxuri i" ",:ei. golf
clirse. sii inming ..,c01 and
beer Ealig..

Tre frl'c)j ec,, part cr: '','l.jch

has a-:eal.'' teen cons:i';,::eC.
ii,_,'-;-'j br:il,j:r ro:h the crl:lit
ef.:. ::: ,li','-i.i: P.^\'ef .

i,-, '2r -le Cr-Stef haS *leen
i-i:.: a::el:= t ir :r.e oeveit, -,-

ir-a:l x'u: :ha: s-:ua:.:l ir.'on :

las: ^r-,lE 'rtca'-re :he next

SEOR,GE WARD
, , , rrants to exPand

phase of eonstruction invoives
hredging a. boat channei
through tlie rir,'er d*lta'

The tleveloPers claim that
this deep rvater channel,
which wouiel give Z4-hour ae-

cess to a hoat basin adjacent
to tkre estuarS', i-q es-"entiai to

the cornpletion of the Projeet.
At present the bcat Lrasiu has

only limited- access at" lorv

tide"

But if the de-"e1oi:ers cio

build the channel. it rvill be

over the iong and loud objec-
tions of the defenders of the
Oyster River"

The,v are a group of Private
individuals, eivil servants and
special-interest assoeiations "

They include a hermit
priest, several resort o\rrlers,
the fish and wildlife braneh,
the Steelhead SocietY of 8.C.,
the B.C. Wiidlife F ederation
and the Scientific Pollution
and Environmental Control
Societ,v.

In a heai-on confrontation
ii'itir this group is a 26-1,ear
veieran of the Aiberta oil
:ields. Gecrge \Vard. ',l'ho is
:.anaging Cirector of Pacific
^1 

tli r r-,--^: -c.iilU[1i:u-\,

"At one time I l:ad a dreatn
for this area - I was going to
make it at1 other ConeY

Islanel." said Warcl iit al1 itt-
terview here last ia'eek a-q ite

looked ou-t over the beach atid

-sparkling sea,

' *It e or:i d be . l'ou ktrutt' . Bu t

I'r'e serappec that idea no\v

krecause T'd be inr-oived, itt
e1,'en niore ecoltigicai ai'qu'
ntent s . "

ilard. wito now ltv-es iil tfie
area. although hi-s con']Pan)''i
heaci otfice is in Calgarl'. has

long been olanning a recrea-
tional resort on Y ancout'er
isla nd

Trring oi the rugged \', lnl ers

in A-lberta, he lef t the oii i:i-
dustr"v and ntoved here in
i969. Fie acquired the 3+0

acres of PrcrPertf in fii-e dif-

terent parcels ,of land and no\l'

has 2,700 feet of ri';er frontage

and 2,4S0 feet' of. ocean front-
&gg"

The first *0 acres of his
project, a boat basin, trailer
sites, picnic grounds, camp-

site and 10 trousekeePing cot-

tages, went ahead witltout a

hassle.

Then came the seheme to
dredge a cleeP-sea channetr

through the OYster estuary be-

cause Ward is eonvineed the

success of the rest of his de-

velopment hinges on having a

full-scale marina at the river
niouth.

So he asked the Comox

Strathcona Regionai Board for
permission to construct a test

ehrr-,uei in the estuarl'. Aird

that was il'hen the controver-
sy started.

Watching Warel's oPeration

wa$ Rev. Ctrarles Bt'andt, a

priest of the order of St. iohn
tkre BaPtist.

Brandt is dedieated to iead-

ing & hermit's life and tus

home for the Past 3!iz Years
has been a eedar eabin he

built himself in ttrick forest on

the banks of the OYster"
"I looked all over the isiand

until I found this Plaee," said
Brandt in his immaculate
cabin rsith the narne The Her-
mitage over the front door"

He is an ardent f isherman
and tnakes his iii'ing hand

b:nCing rare cld books ii'iich
are sent to hirrr bt" u::iversi-

ties all over lt{orth Atneri-
ean.

Erren in tlxe short time he

has lived here, Branelt : r,t'lto

is secretary of the Vaneouver
Island e hapter of the Steel'
head Societl' - has noticed a

r,1ec1ine in the eutthroat trout
in the river.

He ha s tra mped the i:anks
of iire 01'ster frcir its estuary
tc its nl0uniain,s{iiir:cP i?ili1.

when he 'heard of the PIan
:or ihe test channel, he clecicl=

ecl it \\'as time to step tempo-
rarili' out from iris hermit se-

clu s ion.

" The test channel itself
r','ould probabl1" do no damage
cut it u'oulC be a foot in the
C,:0r." he said".'lt's ,,vhat ri'clu1d follow if
thei' build a perrnanent chan-
nel that bothers me. The

channel u,ould invoive con'
structing three rock break-
ii,aters and the whoie estuary
rvould be turned into a rniru-
port. The developers could in-
crease the size of it any time
ihe.v likei. ''

Brandt, wkto tloes his re-
seareh thoroughiy, iraP discov-
ered that there is a provincial
ree reational reserve dating
back to i937 cn four miles of
foreshore starttng just north
of the Oyster estuarY.

The estuary is loeated- aI=

most 'exactly mid-wa.Y be=

tvieen Courtenay and Carnp'
bell'River"

Oysfer R.iver action

BOB BORLAN D

, 6 . "river beaten"

Ti:e prlest saicl he aiso dis-
covered iha t Pa e ifie Play-
Erounds built ii.- extsting boat
basin ii'ithoui 

"rernrission 
frorn

lhe iepartr:lenl of lands,

funr ed n ith tnis infci'tna.-
:lcl, rlus his Iisherman's
{tro',', led ge of the iilportance
i,\ ar, estu-a"r)' tc salilcii and-

-iea-i'u.r trcu.t, Brandt rr.fni to

tire elefence of his favorite
rivsr.

lte a t t e n cl e ri meetings.
r,.,rote ietters and preparecl
briefs. Soon he \.vas joined by
a small army of eoncerned
e itizens "

There lvel'e meetings of the
regional board and its env-i-
ronmental eoinmittee and all
L;inds of letters.ii'€nt to fnr,=
+t'ilrt"regtt, rJei:ar t.t:lenls ut li i*-
toria

The fi-qh and wildlife branch
made clear its objections to
the test channel with a state-
rnent saying: "The proposed
dredging operations within the
estuary would upsEt the pro-
ductivit;,, of these waters for
both fistr and lvaterfowl by de-
stroying important habitat. "

I,Vard countered b), hiring
engineering and oceanograph-
ic consultants to make feasi-
bility studies of the ehannel"
IIe claimed their studies
showed that the plan would
not be detrimental to the estu-
&f 5t.

Even the University of B.t.
gct into the battle against tire
channel because a large tract
of farmland end"owed to the
university is adjae ent to the
iil\,-gf .

Finally, 8t the end of July,
a crucial decision was made
bl, the regional lroard. After
ii-sfening to a brief trom the
steelhead Societ;,. tlte boarel

deeided tirat plans foi" tiie test
ehannel shouiel be {iela:,s6
until Environnrent Canada ha,q

firushecl its stuct--v of th* estu-
ary,

Fisheries biologists of F-ttui"
ronmeRt Canarr"a, a l:raneh of
the federal go\,-ernment,- are
making a six-nionth stud,v of
the O1'ster e-stuary and their
report is rJue in ear!1', Decem-
tr*r

.The re giona.l board also
urged the provincial' govertt-
rnent to tiold a publie hearing
on the use of the Oyster estu=

ary and Brandt said he has
indications the governmettt
will agree to this request"

So., until Decernber. every-
one involved in the controver-
s), sits. waits amd talks.

Resort owner Bert Sewell of
nearby Saratoga Beach is
among the most outspoken op-
ponents of the project.
"I don't want Ward to

wreck a river and that's what
I feel will happen. We've al-
ready lost a terrific lot of
sand off our beach since the
boat basin went in," tre said,

Another Saraloga Beach re-
sort CIlvner' Bob Borland,
agreed with him wholeheart-
ed-ly: 'oThi-s poor old river has
been beaten enough" All Ihe
developers want to elo is turn
a fast buck, make a nrillion
and get out. ['m convinced 85

per cent of the people around
here are opposed to the devel-

BHRT SEKVETL

ogelesfsand

oprnent anrl that's a eon-
servatii,le estimate, "

Ward has a different stor},":
nl'nl sure a[ least -$0 per cenf
oi lhe peci:le anound here are
not against our projeet."

Fle dee tined ta specify tlte
size of the finaneial invest-
rnent, or hou, iilanSr ir:ts there
lq,'ill be in tl:e sui:eiivislan,
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