
ffimilg ffiutmmtst, VicLo::ill, i3"C. \\i e'rturc'stlit.y, &r[.tt3.' $" tr$?:i [s,

'l"iie ent:i'e i,si', irie rif the

01-stel' iiir ei' i'' rhl'eatenecl ir1'

u p-s tre a m 1'-'g gi n'1 , t ir e ilI'()-
posed divei"sion {}' rr a tet' ilt
the CarnPbeii P'iver u'alet'
irrard, channeilzatlon ol tile
l,rrver rea,'hes. anc llo1,\' a

lrr"olrosal I,lt- a deep-sea ciran-
nel and i:,reakivatel's at t he

rivermou th
Tirat is ih* \\-ai'n1ng given tcr

the environlrental i')rl'-ir''ittee
.f r-he (-ol1ox Str.a ii16-6rn & I'e -

,- ii-rr-'\ p j l-xis t'r1 ill F'ath.et'
\ I -;llL.]

Chat'les A L. Brancit at a

irteetinE ie.t ii eek i^ disi "'ts
i-ii'Olt,tSaiS Of (,,e,-r:";e \i'ai'd

Hoji-t inis ,.Paciiir' Plal-

gr'{Jl.lilijs :'esrl1't a 1 lll()uLil oi
i'ir er. i to ci_rfiSti.ui.t a rleep-s.ea.

tcsl ciiannei in tiie L).r'-steI'
F)ir o'.
L tl \ ua ,

F'athel'Bi"andi pt'esentecl a

i;i'ief r.rn behaif of tlie Steei'
lteaC Srtciet)' of Britjsh C;iun':-
l-ria and u'arned ":f this goes

ahead tlr€ r'ir.er tutli be a

rr'rite-o:f . '

i{e sai<J the pt'r-ly-rseC dee:--'-

sea. r:hanne!. u ith the i.rl'i-t*

ix-rseci ilt'eaKu dtet' on eithe:'
si,ie. a nd its pt'rtposed ro( k

{l'riir; 6l'-rrr'Ftstreaiit c,f the
pI'eseni esistlng bi)3t i>asin

alongside tire l'ir et' cltannel

"pose a gr'ar'e tir:'eai l{) tile

life of the estllarl-."
Si"r con-servation nnr-i r iiizert

groLlps joined forces t,-i i iriJos€

ilie prci-roser"i ('ollstI'i lr i,,ll'r

lier-lt"ge \1,'al'd I1'.,lti,lris
u'antS io i.,uird ? i'ha:rnel
lvhich rvould ailorr 1;',r3tS ft:oln
the rtrai'jna trt Ier '.,-) ancl [t'ottt
thr. 0Cean ir::" tl ly-;iit Jt-rtt'

ancl high t:,je.. .\r !)r"e sel]1.

thel' r an ,]nli' nt' r'late at higlt
ticies.

t"atlter 3':nill r:i'iargell the

!)i'r.1"';nc:a- iI i:rls t-lranr-:lr had
gir en :,er-:t', ssi,-;tt trl rlig the
les: r:ar;i:ej. e\ell though
t here '.\ i-i < s l t'i)n g ollposition
an,j i:te t'c j,i-rDEi LiOartj haC
l'e,:t i-):t-. :-:-. e:, ,l e ij nOtlf iff g l:g

i:'t,I€ '-:r:.: a IrUb]ic heafing
L-i,-iI,i ne l'reici.

Fie alsc cirarged i.l:at an
il.ien nl itil,, the Iii'er fl'i.;tii
Il-e ::n:in \\as alrea.d.','cLl1. al-
'.r ,r;lh no i'F(:ord of permis-
r ,-rl'l i,'An i,e fr,rutrd, an{:i that.
:,-, r'e f:'er'l3 11q r;f ttre I'ivet'
il:1 r'f,1;,fll p;a,.'e in tile paS{-.

iie >.trtestecl tire dreriging

Out#$$trs
r) wf,th &I,ss

mffi#rrfrum&,rE

pink salrr:or: and steelhead
trout, and is considerecl one of
the f*r'emost, searun cr:tthroat
trout strea"rns on the east:
eoa.st of Vancouver Island.

F{e said the CIyster River es*
tuary provides im,portant
rearing habitat for flnadr**
.melus f ish, anrl fi. feeding
ground for water:fowl. I"n addi-
tion tire area is used heavilY
by fishermeR and generel rec-
refl tion ist,s, includirlg
calxpers, boaters end beach-
cornbers.

The prnposed rk:edgingl
wtluld upsst procluctivitY mf

these waters for both fislr Pnd
waterfowl by rlestroYing iru:-
portant habitat," he saict.

"Fathsr Branctt noted
n'ext€n$iv,fi c.llaRnelization in
the lorver reaches has ah'ea"dY
decreased fislt Production " I{e
expi ai n e d channetrization
IrICIftns getting ttito tl:e rirrer
,n ith & cat antl rnoving the
gravel { s pawning grarre} of
the future) uP ftgainst the

banks in an effort ttr proteet,
pr:oprer:ty. Trle said tiie rvhr"rle
joqver see tion of the Oyste::'
had i:een channelizsd, anel
notecl biologists labe} it as one
of the most destructir.oe de-
v ces to fish habitat" Indi*a-
[ions &re it takes &. ]"iver 8fi

.years to recover "f rom that
tyBe of atruse"

He said the O3 ste r ni rea Cy
,e &rcies a lag* sedir"nent joacl-

;prirnanily rh-re t* iugging in
the upper and rxirirlle reacl:es-
Drerlging & channei rzu'or-ilcl re*
sult in new sedirnent deposits
anel necessitate f,uture drerlg-
ing, he rvarned.

I-ie said clearcrut lngging has
gradualtry stripped the upper
u,atershed eif trees and l'e*
ruoqred green strips al*ng*tide
the Oyster River and I'eeder
$trearns, sG thal trlfi'w the

Cysler', is suhjecL tr: extrenre
high I'unof.'s and flooding in
fal} anci wintei" months, result-
ing in clestructiorr of eggs ancl
smail fisl: in tlte gravel l,ag-
ging has also caused Jorv
rvater in sutl=lm,er lvhen wa:ter
tq harily needed by rear:lng
tish

tr':I,e note d the fiarrp,Lrel}
Rjrrer rvaler' ,huarr-l sceks lil.
milllcn ge.llons r:f r,vater a rla.1,"

cturing suilrnor lclv f}.*,,r's, tr-)

f urther &ggra*",at.tr the situa-
tion.

Ite sa.iif the I'edei"a} fislleries
has sfal-teci fi. tlrrr:*.:.,,ear study
of t}:e O3 sler Rjr,'er estuar.y
and urged the regianal hroard
no'i to *canction the pr*posed
test ch.annel or fur"ther cievel-
opment of tlre dee,p-s6s chan*
neJ from thre exlsting Mat
i:asin.

u.'&is ricr e tvithout p*rmission
ancl notecl tlrat botit federa.l
and pr'-,,,ineial fishenies t1e-'

prartn:er.: are oppused tCI

dredging of the rirrer"

i ie a,.,r noted thet. R"lur:h
u'ot'k h a-. 'Deen rlone Li3t Facif-
ie Pial';:,:unds in etlnstruet*
ing the : asln at the nPrtlt enel

of Sara" -,ga Beach. !{e saic}

the gra'. eI frotn digging the
ba-sin \\:ri-c used for r*ad 'cCIrl-

-structiol in tire conr,pany's
su bclivi$ ..r1, e&mirsit*s and

{'And !i} tire situatir.rn now
seen:s t -, eternancl tlrn.t rpermis*
*tion be gl'"'en for t}:e channel

,it,self," ffather Hrandt; sair].
""f,}:ough \ve sympatltize witlt
t.he deveioper's *utlay of
monies, we eannot *ondone
the f ae:t that pernrission or
i.occlrxrffi]gndations frotn tlre
etepartn"rent nf iancls w&s nol
m.cquilied i>l: solicited prior to
this expansicn. And we 'teel
the department should not b*
pressured. ifi e,ny w&Y into
grantinff pflrmission tti disturtl
this estuary in any shape $r
forn:," he said.

I{e notes t}:e OYste:r }li\rtr}',
m ldr,n,ay b#trt ee r: Courtenay
nnd Campbell fiiustr, supports

,pmpulati*ns of e*ho, cltumtr and

Prffip{}sal Threaten Oyster River Fish Life$


