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drive. Tentacles of green
reach out from forested borders,
h the

As unlikely as it may appear, the

from Cornell Univer-

& paper conservator, is far removed from
the monastic halls of his more youthful
days.

Ordained a hermit Catholic priest by
Bishop Remi de Roo in 1866 — the first
in almost 200 years — Brandt lives the
contemplative life of & man truly devot-
ed to God.

In fact, it was while living a5 &
Benedictine oblate st Bt. Gregory's
Abbey in Shawnee, Okla., that he was
tirst introduced to bookbinding. “They
bhad a bindery there and they said,
“If you want to make yourself useful you
could start to work in the library." "

*Well, the first thing I used was
something called mystic tape for patch-
ing up books. Then they asked if I would
like to work in the bindery. We did & lot
of books that year. Mostly periodicals
and & couple of theses.

“Later, I entered the Cistercian
Abbey of New Melleray in Dubuque,
Jowa, where | was put in charge of the
bindery. Then, while ] was still attached
!ol.holbboy‘..lwu.tu.llnwnko(m
abbey but | wasn't solemnly professed . .
. they gave me permission 1o come out
and visit the hermits on the Tsolum
River (Comox Valley). That was in
March of 1968.1 merjomrd u:e;.:.. my

“When I got there, imag
surprise when 1 that 1 had to
earn & living. It wasn't Like 8 big commu-
nity where everyone worked together.
8o I thought, I'll set up & bindery.

“T'he monks in Lafayette, Oregon,
gave me some equipment and 1 operst-
ed from this little bermitage you're in
right now, only it was on the Tsolum
then. Later, with Bishop Remi de Roo's
permission, each hermit sought 8 her-
mitage of his own on the Island. I
moved mine to the Oyster River. That
Wwas in 1969."

With three decades of paper conser-
vation experience under his belt.
Brandt, who now concentrates o works
of &rt on paper, archival material and
books, lists wmong his most Lmpor
tant projects, the restoration of & $80-
000 Emily Carr oil on paper and the
conservation of u set of Audubon prints
worth 81.8 million.

“1did the Audubon prints while ] was

Conserva-

::l the ability to cover all areas of paper
nservation, including artistic priots

and druwings, gr, d
bound vol umes = chival material 80

reserves the past

“Idid a lot of archival work afier that
when I was Chief Conservator for the
Manitoba government. I set up their
paper conservation lub in Winnipeg."

Now receiving most of his work from
the special collections of various Cana-
dian universities in addition to the pub-
lic, Brandt is in the process of restoring
an historic fumily Bible.

Not just any Bible: the large, gilt,
Jeather bound, brass clasped book
once belonged to the Bowron famlly of
Bowron Lakes fame. The Bowron Bible
is now the property of the provincial
government and has been on display in
Barkerville. But it has seen better days.
The shoepskin leather, missing in parts,
is dry and fragile, especially along the
hinge and spine, and there's evidence of
insect infestation.

The births und deaths of the Bowren
family have been written nestly by geu-
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Brandt preparing sewing frame for work on Bowron Bible. Inset: fully restored Bible.
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" to check that the inks are siable. The |

erations of loving hands The first is
that of John Bowron, an overlander of
1882, who crossed a continent hungry
for the elusive yellow metal that stirred
a fever in many but made millionaires of
few.

From postmaster to mining record-
er to government agent to gold com-
missioner, 44 years of adminstrative
servitude earned him the gratitude of a
go'mmtmdlmemnxmedinhiu

onor.

His Bible lies before me. Stripped of
its cover, its signatures(groupsof pages
bound as omne), neatly stacked, have
already been washed and treated in a
large stainless steel sink built for this
purpose. “When ing the pages.”
Brandt have to be careful
hand written pages must be treated ina
different manner.

which de-acidifies it. Acid, Brandt adds,
is one of paper’s worst enemies. Chang-
ing the paper’s pH from an acid state to
an alkaling one extends its life.

The signatures are then spread on
drying racks before being sandwiched
between thick sheets of feit to flatten
and dry them. While the paper is drying.
Brandt prepares the sewing frame with
linen tape used to sew the signatures
together. His hands move quietly and
efficiently over the simple wooden
frame, little changed since its first ap-
pearance inthe 12th Century.

With similur efficiency, new life will
also be breathed into the faded leather
cover. Mending worn parts, the Bible
will be rebacked, & hollow back added
and the original leather back replaced.
Now boards will also be fitted.

The restored Bible, tightly bound,
glossy and smelling pleasantly of leath-
er dressing, & mixture of lunolin and
neatsfoot oil, bears no relation to the
dry, deteriorating book of a few days
PNVIOL]I

As | watoh this master craftsman at
work in his modern lab, gently easing a
few hard years from the Bible, pushing
it reluctantly forward across the gulf of
time, I cannot help but imagine the
traditions thut have gone before — the
candle MNickering shadows of medieval
monks bent o their usks dance across
the walls of my mind

“Monasteries have been centres of
culture and crafts right back to medie-
val times,"” Brandt says. “Willilam Mor-
ris, the leader of the arts and crafts
movement of the late 18th Century,
believed that by d 1 society
was free of the industrial tyranny that
80 infects our lives today, the people,
especiully religious people, were free
to create, do good works, good printing
and good binding. Morris's intent was to
make ‘every craftsman sun artist and
every artist a oraftsman.'”

“For myself,” Brandt adds, “I'm in-
terested Ln conservation on three levels
First and most Lmportant is the restora-
tion of the spirit; my own and others.
That's why 1 practice Christian medita-
tion and teach this tradition to others,
Next comes the conservation of the
written record and works of art which
flow from human spirit, and then, help-
ing to preserve and restore the world
around us such as the Tsolum River and
Strathcona Purk.”

It's with this in mind that Brandt,
hermit priest, craftsman and sometimes
artist, gives new life to the books and
paper that mark the passage of time, the
milestones of civilization




