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Progress being made on leaching
Mount Washmgton prOJect results said encouraging

copper
the old co! Klzper mine on the
mountainsi

And Father Charles Brandt,
who has been intimately in-
volved with the and the

Waste was excavated from the
floor and put into piles and the
floor was then powerwashed
down to the uncovered bedrock.

And Galbraith is cited as say-
ing that he plans to use two-inch,
fibre-enforced concrete to cover
the piles of removed waste rock,
to prevent water and oxygen
getting in and creating the acid
which then releases the copper.

Previously, the seepage from
the toe of the pit area had had the
same copper and acidity levels as
had been found elsewhere on the
three-hectare pit floor.

According to Galbraith, how-
ever, the levels from the washed
and cleaned segment of the pit
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have now been reduced to nor-
mal background and the ground-
water running through the site
has been tagged as “basically
clean”.

Brandt estimates that around
$1 million has been spent on
tackling the Mount Washington
problem to date.

The Comox Valley Steelhead
Society chapter has putin around
$4,500 of its own money each
year in the past few years, to aid
the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans in water sampling
downstream from the site, to

monitor the project’s progress.
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